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      Welcome  to  

                   Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Luke’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           October 15, 2023 
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Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Pastor:   

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Elizabeth Eaton  

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Phone: 419-257-3253 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner   
Worship Leader:  Beth Williams 
Scripture Reader and Prayer Leader: Olivia Matthes  
Acolyte:  Olivia Matthes 
Ushers:  JoLynn & Don Stewart 
Videographer:  Beth Williams 

To the Glory of God
October Candles:  Ruth McKee 
October Bulletins:  Nancy & Jim Wymer 
October Newsletter:  Nancy & Jim Wymer  

The Flowers are given by Nancy & Jim Wymer in celebration of their 52nd 

Wedding Anniversary on October 16, and Heather’s & Matt’s 2nd Wedding 
Anniversary on October 23. 

Choir rehearsals are Sundays @ 9:30 a.m.  You may join us anytime.   

Everyone age 16 and older is invited to join us.  Come and lift your voice in 

praise to God. 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole 

life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as 
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the 
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com
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Order of Worship 
Sunday, October 15, 2023 

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol   assembly members may make the 

sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  

 *please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.  

Pandemic update:  we will continue monitoring the CDC and following their guidelines.   

GOD GATHERS US 
 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, 

“Gracious God.”  When you exhale, pray, “open my heart.” 

AN OFFERING OF CONFESSION   

Leader:  Blessed be God, the one who forms us,  Jesus who bears the 

cross, and the Spirit who makes our joy complete.  Let us bow before God 

in humility, confessing our sin. 

Please take a moment for silent confession. 

Leader:  Steadfast and faithful God, 

ALL:  you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.  

We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering.  We are 

afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.  For the harm we 

have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.  For the unjust 

demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us.  For the 

ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us.  Lead us 

back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior. 
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Leader: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all 

understanding.  God’s compassion is beyond compare.  In Jesus, God is 

always making a new way for us.  In  Christ, you are already and always 

forgiven.  ALL:  Amen. 

*GATHERING HYMN #430  REJOICE, FOR CHRIST IS KING! 

*CONFESSIONAL RESPONSE 
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love and God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  ALL:  and also with you.  

*KYRIE HYMN #151 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THIS IS THE FEAST   
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader:  Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and 

poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. 

Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into 

a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  ALL:   Amen 
 

GOD SPEAKS TO US 
 

PROPHETIC READING                (responsively) ISAIAH 25:1-9  

Reader:  LORD, you are my God; I will honor you and praise your name. 

ALL:  You have done amazing things; you have faithfully carried out 

the plans you made long ago. 

Reader:  You have turned cities into ruins and destroyed their 

fortifications.  The palaces which our enemies built are gone forever. 

ALL:  ALL:  The people of powerful nations will praise you; you will be 

feared in the cities of cruel nations. 

Reader:  The poor and the helpless have fled to you and have been safe 

in times of trouble. 

ALL:  You give them shelter from storms and shade from the burning 

heat. 

Reader:  Cruel enemies attack like a winter storm, like drought in a dry 

land. 

ALL:  But you, Lord, have silenced our enemies; you silence the 

shouts of cruel people, as a cloud cools a hot day. 

Reader:  Here on Mount Zion the LORD Almighty will prepare a banquet for 

all the nations of the world — a banquet of the richest food and the finest 

wine. Here he will suddenly remove the cloud of sorrow that has been 

hanging over all the nations. The Sovereign LORD will destroy death forever! 
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He will wipe away the tears from everyone's eyes and take away the 

disgrace his people have suffered throughout the world. The LORD himself 

has spoken. 

When it happens, everyone will say, ALL: “He is our God! We have put our 

trust in him, and he has rescued us. He is the LORD! We have put our trust 

in him, and now we are happy and joyful because he has saved us.”  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM READING                 PSALM 23 

Reader:  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  2 He maketh me to lie 

down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  3 He re-

storeth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's 

sake.  4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  
5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 

anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  6 Surely goodness and 

mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of 

the LORD forever. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

DISCIPLESHIP READING  PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9 

Reader:  So then, my friends, how dear you are to me and how I miss you! 

How happy you make me, and how proud I am of you! — this, dear friends, 

is how you should stand firm in your life in the Lord. 

2 Euodia and Syntyche, please, I beg you, try to agree as sisters in the 

Lord. 3 And you too, my faithful partner, I want you to help these women; for 

they have worked hard with me to spread the gospel, together with Clement 

and all my other fellow workers, whose names are in God's book of the 

living. 

4 May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord. I say it again: rejoice! 
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5 Show a gentle attitude toward everyone. The Lord is coming soon. 6 Don't 

worry about anything, but in all your prayers ask God for what you need, 

always asking him with a thankful heart. 7 And God's peace, which is far 

beyond human understanding, will keep your hearts and minds safe in 

union with Christ Jesus. 

8 In conclusion, my friends, fill your minds with those things that are good 

and that deserve praise: things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and 

honorable. 9 Put into practice what you learned and received from me, both 

from my words and from my actions. And the God who gives us peace will 

be with you. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   setting 2 pg 124 
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*GOSPEL READING  MATTHEW 22:1-14 
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the 

invitation is not to be taken lightly. 

Leader:  There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the  

Gospel of Matthew chapter 22.  ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Leader:  Jesus again used parables in talking to the people. 2 “The Kingdom 

of heaven is like this. Once there was a king who prepared a wedding feast 

for his son. 3 He sent his servants to tell the invited guests to come to the 

feast, but they did not want to come. 4 So he sent other servants with this 

message for the guests: ‘My feast is ready now; my steers and prize calves 

have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 

feast!’ 5 But the invited guests paid no attention and went about their busi-

ness: one went to his farm, another to his store, 6 while others grabbed the 

servants, beat them, and killed them. 7 The king was very angry; so he sent 

his soldiers, who killed those murderers and burned down their city. 8 Then 

he called his servants and said to them, ‘My wedding feast is ready, but the 

people I invited did not deserve it. 9 Now go to the main streets and invite 

to the feast as many people as you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into 

the streets and gathered all the people they could find, good and bad alike; 

and the wedding hall was filled with people. 

11 “The king went in to look at the guests and saw a man who was not 

wearing wedding clothes. 12 ‘Friend, how did you get in here without 

wedding clothes?’ the king asked him. But the man said nothing. 13 Then 

the king told the servants, ‘Tie him up hand and foot, and throw him outside 

in the dark. There he will cry and gnash his teeth.’” 

14 And Jesus concluded, “Many are invited, but few are chosen.”  

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord.  All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE MESSAGE 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #805  LEAD ON, O KING ETERNAL! 
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
ALL:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.  Amen 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION 

Prayer Leader: Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we 

pray for the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 

*PRAYER SONG HYMN #751  O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER 
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*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  Merciful God, ALL:  receive our prayer. 

We pray for Kolton, Ron, Jim, Cheryl, John, Fred, Shirley, Larry, Bob, 

Caroline, Marilyn, Bertha, Jim, Barb, Bob, Emelyn, Isabella, Kevin, Shirley, 

A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard, Deanna, Laura, Michael, 

Cindy, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Teresa, Doug, Betty, David, LuAnn, Colene, 

Eva, Braxton, Eric, Lisa, Chris, Arlene, Logan, Don, Ashley, Beth, Holly, 

Tessa, Riker, Kelly, Al, Pat, Dan, and Cooper. 

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT US 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 
*PRAYER SONG HYMN #751  O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Leader:  Let peace fill our hearts, our world and our universe; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior and Lord.  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

ALL:   and also with you 

Please share God’s peace using the “peace sign.” 

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS   

Leader:  In gratitude for all that we have received from God let us now bring 

our tithes and offerings for the work and mission of God’s church. 

OFFERTORY 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #182  LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
Leader: Let us pray,  
 

ALL:  God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we 

present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel.  Help us 

to recognize the gifts that you have given us and to use them for the 

good of all creation.  Amen.  

GOD NOURISHES US 
 

*THE TABLE PRAYER         
Leader: God of all creation, all you have made is good.  

ALL:  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 

goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, 

and our possessions.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding 

the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 129 
Leader:  The Lord be with you.  ALL:  And also with you. 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts.  ALL:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  ALL:  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise.  

Leader:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, Holy One, the beginning and 

the end, the giver of life. 

ALL:  We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life and the gift 

of new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our 

lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.  And so, with all the 

universe and the hosts of heaven, we join in praise and sing… 
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Leader:  In the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, gave it to his disciples, saying 

ALL:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this in 

remembrance of me. 

Leader:  Again, after supper, Jesus took a cup, gave thanks; and gave it for 

all to drink, saying 

ALL:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me. 

Leader:  For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes. 

DISTRIBUTION 
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*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313  VERSE 1  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        
Leader:  Please join me prayer, 

ALL:  Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, 

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.  Strengthened by this 

food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are 

left out and all are satisfied.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.  

GOD SENDS US 
 

*BLESSING   

The God of glory,  Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit 

who lives in you, bless you now and forever. 

*THE AMEN  
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*SENDING HYMN #790 DAY BY DAY  

*DISMISSAL    

Leader:  Go in peace. God is at work in you.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ELCA “Hunger Appeal” Offering - Each week as we leave worship, we 

remember the poor by placing loose change offerings in the “hunger bowls” 

on the Information Table in the Narthex. 
 

Please remember to stop by the Information Table and sign the greeting 

cards, reminding our members and friends that we are thinking about 

them. 

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical and music texts, Prayers of the People, back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2023 

Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-717176: 
“Rejoice, for Christ is King!”  TEXT:  Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.    MUSIC:  William E. Fischer, 1849-1936 
“Kyrie”  TEXT:  Dinah Reindorf, b.c. 1927   MUSIC:  1987 Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
“Lead On, O King Eternal!”  TEXT:  Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917    MUSIC:  Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879 
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer”  Psalm 102:1-2;Taize Community, adapt.      MUSIC:  Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994   TEXT AND MUSIC © 1982, 
1991 Les Presses de Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”  TEXT:  Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923    Text ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and 
music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress 
“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”  TEXT:  Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis     MUSIC:  Finnihsh folk tune; arr. 
hymnal version  TEXT© 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress  
“Day by Day”  TEXT:  Carolina Sandbell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005, © 1992 Augsburg Fortress     MUSIC:  Oskar Ahnfelt, 
1813-1882 
 

The Prophetic, Discipleship, and Gospel Readings: from GNT, Today’s English Version, Second Edition:  Good News Translation 

® copyright © 1992 by American Bible Society, used with permission.  

The Psalm reading;  King James Version – public domain 
 

 

North Baltimore Food Pantry October requested donations 

include:  peanut butter, jams, jellies, and preserves.  Thank you for your 

continued support. 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by 
notifying the church office of any changes, additions 
or deletions. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS:  for the Lay Leadership of this congregation.  Thanks be 
to God! 

MEMBERS:  Kolton Williams, Ron Bean, Cheryl & John Kruse, Fred 
Husing, Shirley Heilman, Larry Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, 
Marilyn Ziegler, Bertha & Jim Carter, Barb Williams. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:   Jim Heize, Emelyn, Isabella, Keven Bickle, 
Shirley Hollowell, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent 
Bradley, Richard Roberts, Deanna Griffith, Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy. 

MILITARY:  for all those who are in training and who are serving in the military 
& their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving families 
and friends of those who died while serving. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma 
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all our 
bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS 
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central 
Conference congregations. 

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another.  For world leaders to seek guidance from you. 
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From your Church Council: 
The Church Council has had many discussions 

about installing a new entry door to our church.  We 

have decided on the style and design that gives us 

the widest opening – 67½”.  The new door will be 

a sliding automatic door which will open as you 

approach, very much like those at Walmart.  We 

have decided to go with a local company – Toledo 

Mirror and Glass – that will provide us with quick service when needed.  

The total cost of the new door will be roughly $21,000, which includes the 

door, installation, and power for the door.  Funds will come from the 

Memorial Fund and the Improvement Fund.  We have set aside time at the 

Annual Congregational Meeting on November 12, for discussion and a vote 

from the members.  If the vote passes, the door will be installed in Spring 

2024.  Any questions can be directed to any Church Council Member, or 

brought up at the Annual Meeting.  Stop by Luther Hall to see what the door 

will look like and for a bit more information. 
  

 

October is Reformation Month  

By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches celebrated 

a festival commemorating Martin Luther's posting of the Ninety-five 

Theses, a summary of abuses in the church of his time. At the heart of the 

reform movement was the gospel, the good news that it is by grace through 

faith that we are justified and set free. 
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Sermon Notes 
 

Write 3 teachings or ideas you heard in today’s sermon: 

 

1. 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

Something I might do to put this sermon into practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write a brief prayer relating to the sermon. 
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Expensive Wedding. Expensive Grace. 
On a recent reality TV show entitled Wedding Wars, engaged couples 

competed for a complete wedding wardrobe. The winning couple received 

the bride’s dress and the groom’s tuxedo as well as proper attire for their 

entire wedding party. The estimated cash value was $30,000. Getting 

married is not cheap. 

In today’s gospel Jesus tells a 

parable about a wedding invitation, 

a banquet, and God’s grace. Jesus 

teaches about a king who 

ultimately invites all people to a 

wedding banquet. At first this 

parable seems to portray a wide 

open and gracious invitation to a wedding celebration. However, by the end 

it is hard not to feel sorry for the poor guy who gets a last-minute invitation 

but gets thrown out for not wearing the correct wedding duds! He 

apparently wasn’t a winner on that era’s counterpart of that reality TV show! 

Again, getting married is not cheap—but neither is grace. 

Jesus tells this parable as a way of teaching us that receiving God’s grace 

changes people. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer taught, God’s grace is not cheap, 

it comes at a great cost upon the cross. Once we receive this costly grace, 

our lives are never the same. This grace compels us to act and calls us to 

bear fruit with our lives. Ultimately we are led to share this grace with 

others. To continue to live in the same way after receiving this gracious 

invitation is not an option. So what are we to do? We simply receive the 

gracious invitation to the banquet and find a changing room—it’s time to 

live a new life. 

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105 

419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 
Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 

 
 

mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

