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Welcome to Worship 
    St. Luke’s Evangelical 

   Lutheran Church 
     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    February 5, 2023 
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Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Interim Pastor:  Rob Johnson 

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Elizabeth Eaton  

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Pastor Rob’s phone: 419-913-7506 

 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner   

Scripture Reader:  Pam Van Mooy  

Prayer Leader:  Pam Van Mooy 

Acolyte: Avery Wymer  

Ushers:  Hank Matthes, Zach Stewart 

Videographer:  Beth Williams 

To the Glory of God
February Altar Candles:  available for sign up 
February Bulletins:   available for sign up 
February Newsletter:  available for sign up 
 

North Baltimore Food Pantry February requested donations 

include:  instant potatoes and pork & beans.  Thank you for your continued 

support of this vital community mission. 

THE 2022 ANNUAL WRITTEN REPORTS are on the information table in the 

Narthex.  Remember to pick one up while you are here. 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole 

life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as 
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact 
the church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com


3 
 

Order of Worship 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany – February 5,2023  

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol   assembly members may 
make the sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  *please stand as you feel 

comfortable.  Pandemic update:  we will continue monitoring the CDC and following their guidelines.   

GOD GATHERS US 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, “My 

soul proclaims.”  When you exhale, pray, “the Lord’s greatness.” 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

ALL:   and also with you 

Please share God’s peace using the “peace sign.” 

AN OFFERING OF CONFESSION  

Leader:  Please join me in an offering of confession, 

ALL:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 

people.  Turn me from my sin to live for you alone.  Give me the power 

of your Holy Spirit that I may confess my sin, receive your forgiveness, 

and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

In your heart and your spirit, confess to God your fears, your anger, your greed, and 

your disappointments.  Lift up the names of people whom you’ve hurt recently. 

Leader:  Let us pray, 

ALL:  have mercy on me.  I confess that I have turned from you and 

given myself into the power of sin.  I am truly sorry and humbly repent.  

In your compassion forgive me my sins, known and unknown; things 
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I have done and things I have failed to do.  Turn me again to you; and 

uphold me by your Spirit, so that I may live and serve you in newness 

of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

*GATHERING HYMN #629 ABIDE WITH ME 

*KYRIE, LORD HAVE MERCY SETTING 2 HYMNAL PAGE 120 

*GLORY TO GOD   SETTING 2 HYMNAL PAGE 121-122 
  

GOD SPEAKS TO US 
 

 PROPHETIC READING                  (responsively) ISAIAH 58:1-10 

Reader: “Shout with the voice of a trumpet blast.  Shout aloud! Don’t be 

timid.  Tell my people Israel of their sins!  2 Yet they act so pious!  They 

come to the Temple every day and seem delighted to learn all about me.  

They act like a righteous nation that would never abandon the laws of its 

God.  They ask me to take action on their behalf, pretending they want to 

be near me. 

ALL:  3 ‘We have fasted before you!’ they say.  ‘Why aren’t you 

impressed?  We have been very hard on ourselves, and you don’t even 

notice it!’ 

Reader: “I will tell you why!” I respond.  “It’s because you are fasting to 

please yourselves. Even while you fast, you keep oppressing your workers.  
4 What good is fasting when you keep on fighting and quarreling?  This kind 

of fasting will never get you anywhere with me.  5 You humble yourselves 

by going through the motions of penance, bowing your heads like reeds 

bending in the wind.  You dress in burlap and cover yourselves with ashes.  

Is this what you call fasting?  Do you really think this will please the Lord? 

Reader:  6 “No, this is the kind of fasting I want:  Free those who are wrongly 

imprisoned; lighten the burden of those who work for you.  Let the 

oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind people.  7 Share your 
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food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless.  Give clothes to 

those who need them, and do not hide from relatives who need your help.  
8 “Then your salvation will come like the dawn, and your wounds will quickly 

heal.  Your godliness will lead you forward, and the glory of the Lord will 

protect you from behind. 

Reader:  9 Then when you call, the Lord will answer.  ‘Yes, I am here,’ he 

will quickly reply.  “Remove the heavy yoke of oppression.  Stop pointing 

your finger and spreading vicious rumors!  10 Feed the hungry, and help 

those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the 

darkness around you will be as bright as noon. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

DISCIPLESHIP READING  1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-12  

Reader:  When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty 

words and impressive wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. 2 For I decided 

that while I was with you, I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the 

one who was crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness—timid and 

trembling. 4 And my message and my preaching were very plain. Rather than 

using clever and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 5 I did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of 

God. 

6 Yet when I am among mature believers, I do speak with words of wisdom, 

but not the kind of wisdom that belongs to this world or to the rulers of this 

world, who are soon forgotten. 7 No, the wisdom we speak of is the mystery of 

God—his plan that was previously hidden, even though he made it for our 

ultimate glory before the world began. 8 But the rulers of this world have not 

understood it; if they had, they would not have crucified our glorious 

Lord. 9 That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, 

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has 

prepared for those who love him.” 
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10 But it was to us that God revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit 

searches out everything and shows us God’s deep secrets. 11 No one can know 

a person’s thoughts except that person’s own spirit, and no one can know 

God’s thoughts except God’s own Spirit. 12 And we have received God’s Spirit 

(not the world’s spirit), so we can know the wonderful things God has freely 

given us.  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   SETTING 2 HYMNAL PAGE 124 

*GOSPEL INTRODUCTION  MATTHEW 5:13-20 
 Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light 

breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the 

world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are 

sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 

Leader:  There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the 

Gospel of Matthew, chapter 5.   ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Leader:  13 “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost 

its flavor? Can you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot as worthless. 

14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be 

hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a 

lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the 

house. 16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so 

that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. 

17 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law 

of Moses or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their 

purpose. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not even 

the smallest detail of God’s law will disappear until its purpose is 

achieved. 19 So if you ignore the least commandment and teach others to 

do the same, you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But 

anyone who obeys God’s laws and teaches them will be called great in the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 
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20 “But I warn you—unless your righteousness is better than the righteous-

ness of the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees, you will never enter 

the Kingdom of Heaven! 

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord.  All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  SETTING 2 HYMNAL PAGE 127 

THE MESSAGE 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #715 CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERINGS 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  Merciful God,  ALL:  receive our prayer. 

We pray for Harry, Julie, Cheryl, John, Fred, Shirley, Larry, Bob, Caroline, 

Eloise, Marilyn, Bertha, Jim, Barb, Jack, Gloria, Rex, Ryan, Frances, Isabella, 

A.J., Frank, Bill, Mike, Mavery,  Caroline, Mike, Chelsea, Ethan, Tom, Beth, 

Brent, Richard, Deanna, Laura, Michael, Cindy, Sally, Catherine, Ja-nét, 

Ann, Ed, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, LuAnn, Colene, Eva, Braxton, Eric, Lisa, 

Cindy, Chris, Arlene, Logan, Don, Gus, Michelle, Barb, Riker, and Kelly. 

…………………………………who taught us to pray saying, 
 

THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT US 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 
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GOD NOURISHES US 
 

THE TABLE PRAYER      (sung response) SETTING 2 HYMNAL PAGE 129 

Leader:  The Lord we with you.  ALL:  And also with you. 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts.  ALL:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE EXHORTATION    

Leader:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, Holy One, the beginning and 

the end, the giver of life. 

ALL:  We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, call-

ing forth life in which you took delight.  Through the waters of the 

flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your 

people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 

baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water and your 

Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your 

promise and servants of all. 

 Leader:  We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all 

we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with your 

Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.  And so, 

with all the universe and the hosts of heaven, we join in praise and sing…. 

SANCTUS   SETTING 2 HYMNAL PAGE 130 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Leader:  In the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, gave a piece to each disciple and said, 

ALL:  This is my body, given for you.  Do this and remember me. 
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Leader:  Again, after supper, Jesus took a cup of wine, gave thanks; and 

gave it to each disciple to drink, saying 

ALL:  This is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this and remember me. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
Please join in prayer if you are unable to receive the elements. 

 ALL:  Forgiving and faithful God, I believe that you are present in the 

most Blessed and Holy Sacrament.  Like a river through the desert, 

your Spirit floods my thirsty heart with mercy and peace.  Since I 

cannot now receive You through bread and wine, come spiritually 

into my heart.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 

forgiving spirit within me.  Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD   SETTING 2 HYMNAL PAGE 135 

DISTRIBUTION 

* HYMN AFTER COMMUNION SETTING 2 HYMNAL PAGE 135 

NOW, LORD YOU LET YOUR SERVANT GO IN PEACE 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

Leader:  Please join me in the absolution, 

ALL:  Merciful and forgiving God, you have made this promise to me:  

I am a gift.  Through the birth and resurrection of your Son, you offer 

me a new dawn, a new day, and a new life through the forgiveness of 

my sins.  By removing my sins, you give me strength to forgive myself 

and those who have offended and sinned against me.  Amen.   

GOD SENDS US 
 

* BLESSING  SETTING 2 HYMNAL PAGE 136-137 
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* THE AMEN  

 

 

 

 

* SENDING HYMN #677 THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE  
 

* DISMISSAL   SETTING 2 HYMNAL PAGE 137 
 

POSTLUDE 
ELCA “Hunger Appeal” Offering Each week as we leave worship, we remember the poor 

by placing loose change offerings in the “hunger bowls” on the bench in the Narthex. 
 

 

 

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2023 Augsburg 

Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-717176: 
“Abide with Me”  TEXT:  Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847    MUSIC:  William H. Monk, 1823-1889 
“Christ, Be Our Light”  TEXT:  Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957    MUSIC:  Bernadette Farrell    TEXT AND MUSIC (C) 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin, 
OCP Publications 
“This Little Light of Mine”  TEXT:  African American Spiritual    MUSIC:  African American Spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer, b.  1935 © 
Horace Clarence Boyer 
 

All Scriptures:  Printed from Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation.  

Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188.  All rights reserved.   

 

The Story of Jesus.  The Story of Us. 
Ash Wednesday “Soup, & Sandwiches”  
Join us on Ash Wednesday, February 22 at 6:00 p.m. for hot soup, delicious 

sandwiches, delightful desserts, and fellowship at the church.  Then join in 

person or online at 7:00 p.m. for the worship service for Ash Wednesday, the 

beginning of Lent. 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by 
notifying the church office of any changes, additions 
or deletions. 

WE GIVE THANKS:  for the leadership and 
dedication of Bishop Eaton and Bishop Beaudoin.  Thanks be to God! 

MEMBERS:  Harry & Julie Friess, Cheryl & John Kruse, Fred Husing, 
Shirley Heilman, Larry Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Eloise 
Matthes, Marilyn Ziegler, Bertha & Jim Carter, Barb Williams, Gloria 
Hoffsis, Rex McCarty. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:  Patty Webb, Cheryl, Ryan Bullock, Isabella 
Miller, A.J., Frank Strausbaugh, Bill Bankey, Mike Gorsline, Mavery Breece, 
Caroline, Mike Lerma, Ethan, Tom Szor, Beth Johnson, Brent Bradley, 
Richard Roberts, Deanna Griffith, Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy, Sally 
Eggleston, Catherine Pritts, Ja-nét Moske. 

MILITARY:  For all those who are in training and who are serving in the 
military & their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving 
families and friends of those who died while serving. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma 
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all our 
bishops, pastors, leaders, of the congregations of the NWOS (Northwestern 
Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central Conference 
congregations. 

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another.  For world leaders to seek guidance from you. 
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It’s Time to Lighten Up! 
This is a strange time of year. The days are short, the nights are long, and 

even though we dream of more daylight, we walk around hoping against 

hope that there won’t be enough sunshine produced for a rodent (okay, a 

groundhog!) to see its own shadow. A quick scan of today’s news can be 

equally as bleak. It is time for a little more light in an otherwise dark and 

dreary time. 

Enter Epiphany. The missional emphasis of this season shines like a 

beacon of light and hope in the dead of winter, bringing good news in the 

middle of this world’s not-so-good news. This week 

God provides the mission in Isaiah—feed the 

hungry, care for the homeless, clothe the naked. 

Upon accomplishing this mission God tells the 

people, “Your light shall break forth like the dawn.” 

Paul continues his Spirit-led mission, encouraging 

the church in Corinth, “No eye has seen, nor ear 

heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God 

has prepared for those who love him.” Jesus 

teaches his disciples, “You are the light of the world. . . . Let your light shine 

before others” (Matt. 5:14, 16). Through these words in Jesus’ sermon, he 

gives followers of every day and age a mission to share the light which 

scatters the darkness. 

Whether you are looking in the news or out the window, things may seem 

pretty dark and dreary at this time of year, but do not miss the light of 

Epiphany! We are indeed created in God’s image, therefore the spark of 

the divine is alive in all of us. The light shines through us as we live out 

God’s mission for our lives each day. As Epiphany continues, we should all 

be prepared to let our light shine and share the good news. 
215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105 

419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 
Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 
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