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St. Luke’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Christ is Risen, indeed!
Alleluia!

Fouwrth Sunday of Easter

April 30, 2023
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Disciples and Ministers: All the People
Interim Pastor: Rob Johnson

NWOS Bishop: Daniel Beaudoin

ELCA Presiding Bishop: Elizabeth Eaton
Companion Church: Mwanawotta, Tanzania
Web Page: http://www.stlukesnb.org
eMail: StLukesNB@gmail.com

Pastor Rob’s phone: 419-913-7506

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole
life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message.

Assisting in Worship

Organist: Janet Goldner AT

Scripture Reader & Prayer Leader: Tracey Pritts ol

Acolyte: Hannah Hagemyer %R? ”)4

Ushers: Jace McCartney, Guy McCartney, <
Pam & Rick Van Mooy

Videographer: Beth Williams Thank

To the Glory of God A8

May Altar Candles: Carol Williams
May Bulletins: available for sign-up
May Newsletter: available for sign-up

North Baltimore Food Pantry May requested donations include:
laundry detergent, dish soap, and toilet paper.

Next Sunday, May 7, we will recognize our gratuating senior, Garrett
Ziegler, during worship. Congratulations Garrett!


http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

Orer of Worship

Fourth Sunday of Easter - April 30, 2023

God is glad you have joined us for worship today. At the symbol " assembly members may
make the sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism. *please stand, sit, or kneel as
you feel comfortable. Pandemic update: we will continue monitoring the CDC and following their
guidelines.

Gob GATHERS Us

GREETING
PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER

Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music. When you breathe in, pray,
“Gracious God.” When you exhale, pray, “open my heart.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: and also with you

Please share God’s peace using the “peace sign.”

AN OFFERING OF CONFESSION

Leader: Blessed be the *® One God who, like a farmer, plants the seeds of
wisdom, faith, and joy in our hearts, so that we may reap a harvest of new
life.
ALL: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: If | say | have no sin, | deceive myself
and the truth is not in me. However, if | confess my sins, you are faithful
and just. Forgive me. Cleanse the thoughts of my heart by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that | may perfectly love you and worthily
maghnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In your heart and your spirit, confess to God your fears, your anger, your greed, and

your disappointments. Lift up the names of people whom you’ve hurt recently.
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ALL: Most merciful God, | confess that | am captive to sin and cannot
free myself. | have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what | have done and by what | have left undone. | have not loved you
with my whole heart. | have not loved my neighbors as you have loved
me. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me.
Forgive me; renew me; and lead me, so that | may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Leader: Hear these words and believe in their power: Confess your sins to
one another and pray for one another so that you may be healed. God, who
is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and purify us from all

unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9; James 5:16
*GATHERING HYMN #502 THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS
*KYRIE HYMN #151
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GobD SPEAKS 1O Us

PROPHETIC READING UNISON PSALM 23
Reader: please join me in a unison reading of Psalm 23.

ALL: 1The LorD is my shepherd; | shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down
in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 2 he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.

4 Even though | walk through the darkest valley, | fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5You prepare a table
before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and
| shall dwell in the house of the LorD my whole life long.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.

DISCIPLESHIP READING ACTS 2:42-47

Reader: 42All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching,
and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the breaking of bread),
and to prayer.

43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed
many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together
in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and
possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped
together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and
shared their meals with great joy and generosity - 47 all the while praising
God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord
added to their fellowship those who were being saved.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.



*GO%PEL ACCLAMATION SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 124
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Leader: Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

*GOSPEL READING JOHN 10:7-10

Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He
anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a
feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. We
go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God'’s tender care to all creation.

Leader: There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the
Gospel of John chapter 10. ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.

Leader: Jesus said to some Pharisees, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate
for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the
sheep did not listen to them. 21 am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be
saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only
to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.

Leader: The gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, O Christ.

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Leader: Martin Luther’s small catechism reminds us of our commitment to
faith. We believe in the promises of the Lord’s prayer and the 10
commandments:

ALL: 1 will love God with all my heart soul and strength;
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and | will love my neighbor as | have been loved by God.

I will help and support others in all of life’s needs.

I will talk about others in the best possible light.

| will forgive myself and others just as God forgives me.

I will care for and preserve the earth and all its abundance, and
I will share its resources with others.

I will not hoard what | don’t need,;

| will let go of my regrets;

and | will grow in the fruits of the Spirit.

THE MESSAGE
*HYMN OF THE DAY #484 YOU SATISFY THE HUNGRY HEART
*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION
*PRAYER SONG HYMN #752 LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (worshippers may stand, sit, or kneel)
Prayer Leader: Hear us, O God. ALL: Your mercy is great.

We pray for Janet, Brittany, Jim, Harry, Julie, Cheryl, John, Fred, Shirley,
Larry, Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Bertha, Jim, Barb, Jack, Rex, Cindy, Susan,
Daryl, Aunt Mary, Brianne, Beth, Gerald, A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Mike,
Chelsea, Ethan, Brent, Richard, Deanna, Laura, Michael, Cindy, Catherine,
Ja-nét, Ed, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Teresa, Betty, Don, David, LuAnn, Colene,
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Eva, Braxton, Eric, Lisa, Cindy, Chris, Arlene, Logan, Don, Ashley, Beth,
Jayne, Ed, Barb, Riker, Kelly, Al, Pat, and Dan.

................................................ who taught us to pray saying,

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT Us
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come Q’A"&
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. a. AR ﬂ
Give us this day our daily bread; Y \

And forgive us our trespasses, 2
As we forgive those who trespass against us; ‘V’I/G E S'_‘
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*PRAYER SONG HYMN #752 LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY




*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186 CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Leader: Let us pray.
ALL: Ever-living God, fill us with the hope and joy of the resurrection.

With each and all our gifts, bless us anew to bring your new life to others.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

GoD NOURISHES Us

THE TABLE PRAYER
Leader: God of all creation, all you have made is good.

ALL: Your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth
and fruit from the vine. Nourish me with these gifts. Use me and
what | have gathered to feed the world with your love, through the
feast of love and bread of life, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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THE EXHORTATION

Leader: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, Holy One, the beginning and
the end, the giver of life.

ALL: Blessed is the Lord, the God of the universe. God’s faithfulness
endures from age to age. Praise the Lord from the heavens. Praise
the Lord in the heights above. Praise the Lord, sun and moon; praise
the Lord, all you shining stars. Praise the Lord from the earth, you
great sea creatures and all ocean depths, lightning and hail, snow
and clouds, and stormy winds. Praise the Lord, you mountains and
all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, wild animals and all cattle, small
creatures and flying birds. Let them praise the name of the Lord, for
they were created.

SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 133

Psalm 148

Leader: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all
we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your
Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. And so,
with all the universe and the hosts of heaven, we join in praise and sing....

*SANCTUS SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 130
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Leader: In the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, gave a piece to each disciple and said
ALL: This is my body, given for you. Do this and remember me.

Leader: Again, after supper, Jesus took a cup of wine, gave thanks; and
gave it to each disciple to drink, saying
ALL: This is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this and remember me.

Leader: We proclaim the mystery of faith:
ALL: Sin is conquered! Death is defeated! Reveal yourself to us in
the breaking of the bread.
Leader: God of resurrection and new life: pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine
ALL: Grace this table with your presence. Reveal yourself to us in the
breaking of the bread.

*SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER

Please join in prayer if you are unable to receive the elements.

ALL: Forgiving and faithful God, | believe that you are present in the
most Blessed and Holy Sacrament. Like a seed that pierces the soil
with new life, your Spirit breaks through the fear and resentments
that harden my heart. Since | cannot now receive You through bread
and wine, come spiritually into my heart. Create in me a clean heart,
0 God, and renew a forgiving spirit within me. Amen.




Setting #2 Hymnal page 135
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*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313
O Lord, Now Let Your Servant
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* PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION

Leader: Please join me in the absolution,

ALL: Merciful and forgiving God, you have made this promise to me:
| am a gift. Jesus’ story is my story. When | was baptized in Christ
Jesus, | was buried with him into his death. As Christ was raised from
the dead, I, too, might live a new life. By removing my sins, you give
me strength to forgive myself and to forgive those who have offended
and sinned against me. Amen.

Gob SENDS Us

* BLESSING SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 136-137
We are sent to serve others.
* THE AMEN .
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* SENDING HYMN #789 SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US
* DISMISSAL SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 137
POSTLUDE

ELCA “Hunger Appeal” Offering - Each week as we leave worship, we remember the poor
by placing loose change offerings in the “hunger bowls” on the Information Table in the
Narthex.
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ToDAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS

Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2023 Augsburg
Fortress. Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497. All rights reserved.

Reprinted under OnelLicense.net A-717176:
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” TexT: Henry w. Baker, 1821-1877 Music: Irish tune
“Kyrie” Text: Dinah Reindorf, b.c. 1927 Music: 1987 Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” TexT: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997 Music: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-1996 Text and Music © 1977
Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” TexT: Ken Medema, by. 1943 Music: Ken Medema Text and Music © 1973 Hope Publishing
Company
“Create in Me a Clean Heart” TexT: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923 Music:© Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” TexT: Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis ~ Music: Finnish folk tune; arr.
hymnal version TExT© 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” TexT: attr: Dorothy A. Thrupp 1779-1847 Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868.

The Prophetic reading: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide

The Discipleship reading: Printed from Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House
Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, lllinois 60188. All rights reserved.

The Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide

SHINE JESUS' "LIGHT

St. Luke’s “Stellar” VBS coming soon! July 23-27, 2023. Beth Williams will
lead us again and is seeking people to serve on the planning committee. Please
call or email Beth if you wish to take part in this community event. The sign-
up sheets will be up soon for opportunities to help with this adventure. Watch
the bulletin board at the church or call the office. 419-722-4972

nbweezie@hotmail.com
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T 0%;»'2 /40 Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by
5(?7, \ / notifying the church office of any changes, additions
e

or deletions.
/—\/ WE GIVE THANKS: for Beth Williams and Pastor
Rob who see that our worship services are streamed on Facebook each week.

Thanks be to God!

MEMBERS: Janet Holloway, Brittany Vanaman, Jim Wymer, Harry & Julie
Friess, Cheryl & John Kruse, Fred Husing, Shirley Heilman, Larry
Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Bertha & Jim
Carter, Barb Williams, Rex McCarty.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Cindy Meyers, Susan Miller, Daryl Miller, Aunt
Mary, Brianne Gott, Beth Johnson, Gerald Leitch, Cheryl, A.]., Mavery
Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley, Richard Roberts, Deanna Griffith,
Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy, Catherine Pritts.

MILITARY: for all those who are in training and who are serving in the military
& their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving families
and friends of those who died while serving.

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma

Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS: all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all our
bishops, pastors, leaders, of the congregations of the NWOS (Northwestern
Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central Conference
congregations.

THE WORLD: for peace in our country and around the world. For the end
of violence against one another. For world leaders to seek guidance from you.
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An Abundant Life

Abundant life is promised to those who follow Jesus. But what is meant by
abundant life? Some Christians, and much of contemporary American
culture, interpret an abundant life to mean the “good life” of many fine
things, an opulent lifestyle. Much of our economy and leisure time revolves
around consumerism—shopping and buying things which we hope will
make us happier and our lives better. But an abundance of things does not
necessarily lead to an abundant life.

What does Jesus mean when he says that he came so that we may have

an abundant life? 4;\ — Psalm 23 provides us
with a good & 4 illustration of what Jesus
is promising to his *X % Low(z followers. The psalm

imagines an ~§/ lSMYW abundant life not in

material terms but in relational terms. An
abundant life is one g‘ lived in the presence of
God, in the company * | SHHFLS%&UZL]NHNT #2 of the Lord. Whether one
is in green pastures or ‘\f ’ & %'y the darkest valley, there
is nothing to want, %j’f/ ¢ because God is present.
We are in the gracious and generous care of our Lord through times of
material abundance and in times of want and scarcity. This relationship
between our Lord and us who are his followers is a relationship with one
who knows us abundantly, who knows us by name, and who knows what
we truly need to be fulfilled. The image of Jesus as our shepherd reminds
us that he is with us at all times, and our relationship with him provides us
all we need.

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105
419-257-3253 StLukesNB@gmail.com
Church Office Hours M-F_9-1
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