
1 
 

Welcome to Worship 
    St. Luke’s Evangelical 

   Lutheran Church 
 
     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    July 30, 2023 



2 
 

Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Interim Pastor:  Rob Johnson 

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Elizabeth Eaton  

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Pastor Rob’s phone: 419-913-7506 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner   
Scripture Reader and Prayer Leader:  Carl Lieser   
Acolyte:  Easton Wymer 
Ushers: Bryant Matthes, Matt Matthes  
Videographer:  Beth Williams 

To the Glory of God
July Altar Candles:  Beth & Clay McCartney 
July Bulletins:  Beth & Clay McCartney 
July Newsletter:  Beth & Clay McCartney 
 

North Baltimore Food Pantry July requested donations include:  

canned soups, fruits, and veggies.  Requested donations for August 

include: canned meats. 

The Flowers – are given by Peg & Bill Roberts and Jane Leggiero in 

loving memory of Ruth Jane Roberts & William H. Roberts M. D. 

Let’s Celebrate – please stay following worship for a celebration of our 

126th Anniversary. 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole 

life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as 
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the 
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com
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Order of Worship 
Sunday, July 30, 2023 

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol   assembly members may 
make the sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  

 *please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.  

Pandemic update:  we will continue monitoring the CDC and following their guidelines.   

GOD GATHERS US 
 

GREETING 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, 

“Gracious God.”  When you exhale, pray, “open my heart.” 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

ALL:   and also with you 

Please share God’s peace using the “peace sign.” 

AN OFFERING OF CONFESSION  

Leader:  Blessed be the  One God who, like a farmer, plants the seeds of 

wisdom, faith, and joy in our hearts, so that we may reap a harvest of new 

life.   

ALL:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid:  If I say I have no sin, I deceive 

myself and the truth is not in me.  However, if I confess my sins, you 

are faithful and just.  Forgive me.  Cleanse the thoughts of my heart 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that I may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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In your heart and your spirit, confess to God your fears, your anger, your greed, and 

your disappointments.  Lift up the names of people whom you’ve hurt recently. 

ALL:  Most merciful God, I confess that I am captive to sin and cannot 

free myself.  I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what I have done and by what I have left undone.  I have not loved you 

with my whole heart.  I have not loved my neighbors as you have loved 

me.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me.  

Forgive me; renew me; and lead me, so that I may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

Leader:  Hear these words and believe in their power:  Confess your sins to 

one another and pray for one another so that you may be healed.  God, who 

is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness.   1 John 1:9; James 5:16 

*GATHERING HYMN #598  FOR BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED 

*CONFESSIONAL RESPONSE 
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ….. with you all.   

ALL:  and also with you.  

*KYRIE HYMN #151 
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*GLORY TO GOD   SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 121 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader:  Let us pray: 

ALL:  O God our rock, you offer us a covenant of mercy, and you provide 

the foundation of our lives.  Ground us in your word, and strengthen 

our resolve to be your disciples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen   
 

GOD SPEAKS TO US 
 

PROPHETIC READING  1 KINGS 3:5-12 

Reader:  That night the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream, and God 

said, “What do you want? Ask, and I will give it to you!” 

6 Solomon replied, “You showed great and faithful love to your servant my 

father, David, because he was honest and true and faithful to you. And you 

have continued to show this great and faithful love to him today by giving 

him a son to sit on his throne. 

7 “Now, O LORD my God, you have made me king instead of my father, David, 

but I am like a little child who doesn’t know his way around. 8 And here I am 

in the midst of your own chosen people, a nation so great and numerous 

they cannot be counted! 9 Give me an understanding heart so that I can 

govern your people well and know the difference between right and wrong. 

For who by himself is able to govern this great people of yours?” 

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for wisdom. 11 So God 

replied, “Because you have asked for wisdom in governing my people with 

justice and have not asked for a long life or wealth or the death of your 

enemies— 12 I will give you what you asked for! I will give you a wise and 

understanding heart such as no one else has had or ever will have!  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM READING                 (responsively) PSALM 119:129-136 

Reader:  Your decrees are wonderful; therefore, my soul keeps them. 

ALL:  The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts 

understanding to the simple. 

Reader:  With open mouth I pant, because I long for your commandments. 

ALL:  Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is your custom toward 

those who love your name. 

Reader:  Keep my steps steady according to your promise, and never let 

iniquity have dominion over me. 

ALL:  Redeem me from human oppression, that I may keep your 

precepts. 

Reader:  Make your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your 

statutes. 

ALL:  My eyes shed streams of tears because your law is not kept. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

DISCIPLESHIP READING  ROMANS 8:26-39 

Reader:  Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know 

how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too 

deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind 

of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 

will of God. 

28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 

who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew 

he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 

he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he 

predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 

those whom he justified he also glorified. 
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31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 

against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all 

of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring 

any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to 

condemn? It is Christ[f] who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at 

the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us 

from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine 

or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep 

to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved 

us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION HYMN #172 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING  MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel 

Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, 

yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek 

the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A26-39&version=NLT;MSG;NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28136f
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Leader:  There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the  

Gospel of Matthew chapter 13.  ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Leader:  Here is another illustration Jesus used: “The Kingdom of Heaven 

is like a mustard seed planted in a field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, 

but it becomes the largest of garden plants; it grows into a tree, and birds 

come and make nests in its branches.” 

33 Jesus also used this illustration: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like the yeast 

a woman used in making bread. Even though she put only a little yeast in 

three measures of flour, it permeated every part of the dough.” 

44 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden 

in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned 

to get enough money to buy the field. 

45 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for 

choice pearls. 46 When he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold 

everything he owned and bought it! 

47 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a fishing net that was thrown into 

the water and caught fish of every kind. 48 When the net was full, they 

dragged it up onto the shore, sat down, and sorted the good fish into crates, 

but threw the bad ones away. 49 That is the way it will be at the end of the 

world. The angels will come and separate the wicked people from the 

righteous, 50 throwing the wicked into the fiery furnace, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 Do you understand all these things?” 

“Yes,” they said, “we do.” 

52 Then he added, “Every teacher of religious law who becomes a disciple 

in the Kingdom of Heaven is like a homeowner who brings from his 

storeroom new gems of truth as well as old.” 

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord.  All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
ALL:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.  Amen 

THE MESSAGE 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #838  BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 
 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION 

Prayer Leader:  Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us 

offer our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

*PRAYER SONG HYMN #752  LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING 

 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  Hear us, O God.  ALL:  your mercy is great. 
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We pray for Janet, Jim, Harry, Julie, Cheryl, John, Fred, Shirley, Larry, Bob, 

Caroline, Marilyn, Bertha, Jim, Barb, Kevin, Colton, Shirley, Dolores, Beth, 

A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Chelsea, Ethan, Brent, Richard, Deanna, Laura, 

Michael, Cindy, Catherine, Ed, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Teresa, Betty, Don, 

David, LuAnn, Colene, Eva, Braxton, Eric, Lisa, Cindy, Chris, Arlene, Logan, 

Don, Ashley, Beth, Jayne, Ed,  Barb, Riker, Kelly, Al, Pat, Dan, and the family 

of Ed Aller. 

*PRAYER SONG HYMN #752  LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #182  LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
Leader: Let us pray.  

ALL:  God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good 

things.  Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your 

graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

GOD NOURISHES US 
 

 

*THE TABLE PRAYER   
Leader:  God of all creation, all you have made is good.   

ALL:  Your love endures forever.  You bring forth bread from the earth 

and fruit from the vine.  Nourish me with these gifts.  Use me and 

what I have gathered to feed the world with your love, through the 

feast of love and bread of life, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

*THE EXHORTATION SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 133 
Leader:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, Holy One, the beginning and 

the end, the giver of life. 

ALL:  Blessed is the Lord, the God of the universe.  God’s faithfulness 

endures from age to age.  Praise the Lord from the heavens.  Praise 

the Lord in the heights above.  Praise the Lord, sun and moon; praise 
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the Lord, all you shining stars.  Praise the Lord from the earth, you 

great sea creatures and all ocean depths, lightning and hail, snow 

and clouds, and stormy winds.  Praise the Lord, you mountains and 

all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, wild animals and all cattle, small 

creatures and flying birds.  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for 

they were created.                                                                    Psalm 148 

Leader:  We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above 

all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with 

your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.  

And so, with all the universe and the hosts of heaven, we join in praise 

and sing….  

*SANCTUS   SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 130 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Leader:  In the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, gave a piece to each disciple and said 

ALL:  This is my body, given for you.  Do this and remember me. 
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Leader:  Again, after supper, Jesus took a cup of wine, gave thanks; and 

gave it to each disciple to drink, saying 

ALL:  This is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this and remember me. 

Leader:  We proclaim the mystery of faith: 

ALL:  Sin is conquered!  Death is defeated!  Reveal yourself to us in 

the breaking of the bread. 

Leader:  God of resurrection and new life:  pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine 

ALL:  Grace this table with your presence.  Reveal yourself to us in the 

breaking of the bread. 

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT US 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

*SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
Please join in prayer if you are unable to receive the elements. 

ALL:  Forgiving and faithful God, I believe that you are present in the 

most Blessed and Holy Sacrament.  Your Spirit fills my spirit, allowing 

it to bloom like a flower in spring.   Since I cannot now receive You 

through bread and wine, come spiritually into my heart.  Create in me 

a clean heart, O God, and renew a forgiving spirit within me.  Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION 

*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313  VERSE 1  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 
Leader:  Please join me in the absolution, 

ALL:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 

you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 

your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

GOD SENDS US 
 

*BLESSING  SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 136-137 

In the name of the Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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*THE AMEN  

 

*SENDING HYMN # 638  BLESSED ASSURANCE 

*DISMISSAL   SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 137 

We are sent to serve others. 

POSTLUDE 
ELCA “Hunger Appeal” Offering - Each week as we leave worship, we remember the poor 

by placing loose change offerings in the “hunger bowls” on the Information Table in the 

Narthex. 

 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2023 Augsburg 

Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-717176: 
“For by Grace You Have Been Saved”  TEXT:  Kari Tikka, b. 1946; tr. Michael Harper    MUSIC:  Kari Tikka   TEXT AND MUSIC © Fennica 
Gehrman, admin. Boosey & Hawkes, Inc. 
“Kyrie”  TEXT:  Dinah Reindorf, b.c. 1927   MUSIC:  1987 Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”  TEXT:  Caribbean Traditional; arr. Nark Sedio, b. 1954  Arr. ©1995 Augsburg Fortress   
“Beautiful Savior”   TEXT:  Gesangbuch Munster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904    MUSIC:  Silesian folk tune, 19th cent. 
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  TEXT:  Ken Medema, by. 1943   MUSIC:  Ken Medmema    Text and Music © 1973 Hope Publishing 
Company 
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”  TEXT:  Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923    Text ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and 
music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress 
“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”  TEXT:  Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis     MUSIC:  Finnihsh folk tune; arr. 
hymnal version  TEXT© 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress  
“Blessed Assurance”  TEXT:  Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1815     MUSIC: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908 
 

The Prophetic reading:  Printed from Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House 

Foundation.  Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188.  All rights reserved.  

The Psalm Reading:  New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in 

the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide 

The Discipleship reading:  New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide 

The Gospel reading:  Printed from Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation.  

Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188.  All rights reserved.   
 

 

Reminder that Dana is out of the office through August 1.  In the office 

August 2 & 3, and out again on August 4.  Thank you 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by 
notifying the church office of any changes, additions 
or deletions. 
WE GIVE THANKS:  for 126 years of St. Luke’s 

Church’s presence and service in this community.  Thanks be to God! 

MEMBERS:  Pam Van Mooy, Janet Holloway, Jim Wymer, Harry & Julie 
Friess, Cheryl & John Kruse, Fred Husing, Shirley Heilman, Larry 
Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Bertha & Jim 
Carter, Barb Williams. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:  Keven Bickle, Colton, Shirley Hollowell, Dolores 
Bucher, Beth Johnson, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent 
Bradley, Richard Roberts, Deanna Griffith, Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy. 

GRIEVING:  the family and friends of Ed Aller, who passed away on July 26. 

MILITARY:  for all those who are in training and who are serving in the military 
& their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving families 
and friends of those who died while serving. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma 
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all our 
bishops, pastors, leaders, of the congregations of the NWOS (Northwestern 
Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central Conference 
congregations. 

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another.  For world leaders to seek guidance from you. 
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To everyone who helped to make our “Stellar” Vacation 

Bible School a HUGE success.  Your time and energy 

was very VERY much appreciated.  The children had fun 

and lots of good food. 
 

The week was “out of this world!” 
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Sermon Notes 
 

Write 3 teachings or ideas you heard in today’s sermon: 

 

1. 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

Something I might do to put this sermon into practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write a brief prayer relating to the sermon. 
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The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like . . . 
A string of parables describe the kingdom of heaven, and then we hear Jesus’ 

question: “Have you understood all this?” The mustard seed, yeast, hidden 

treasure, pearls—these bring good news of growth and joy and riches. Then come 

the fish, the furnace of fire, and the weeping and gnashing of teeth. Once again 

this week we hear of a God of mercy and justice. Once again there is good news 

to be heard in Paul’s letter to the church at Rome—nothing will ever separate us 

from God’s love in Christ Jesus. How will we reconcile these  “Kingdoms” are not 

common in our world. When most of us think about kingdoms, we call up images 

of British royalty—Queen Elizabeth, Princess Diana, jeweled crowns, a palace. At 

the time the Gospel of Matthew was written, the people were subject to the 

empire, or kingdom, of Rome. Perhaps the 

writer wants us to contrast the oppressive 

rule of Rome with a vision of heaven’s 

kingdom of love and mercy. The translation 

of the Greek basileia, a feminine word, usually 

rendered in English as “kingdom” is difficult. 

The writer of Matthew may have used the 

expression “kingdom of heaven” instead of 

“kingdom of God” in order not to offend Jewish Christ-believers who honored the 

word for God by avoiding its use. 

King Solomon asks God for the wisdom to discern between good and evil, for the 

understanding to live out both justice and mercy as a ruler of God’s people. God 

was pleased with Solomon’s request. The wisdom Solomon seeks to rule his 

earthly kingdom reflects the wisdom of the kingdom of heaven. King Solomon 

was variously successful in his discernment of good and evil, as are we. 

 
215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105 

419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 
Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 

mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

