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Welcome to Worship 
    St. Luke’s Evangelical 

   Lutheran Church 
 
     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    August 13, 2023 
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Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Interim Pastor:  Rob Johnson 

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Elizabeth Eaton  

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Pastor Rob’s phone: 419-913-7506 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner   
Scripture Reader and Prayer Leader:  JoLynn Stewart  
Acolyte:  Hannah Hagemyer 
Ushers: Jace McCartney, Guy McCartney 
Videographer:  Beth Williams 

To the Glory of God
August Altar Candles:  available for sign-up 
August Bulletins:  available for sign-up 
August Newsletter:  available for sign-up 
 

North Baltimore Food Pantry August requested donations 

include:  canned meats.  Thank you for your continued support in the 

community. 

The Red Rose is in celebration of the birth of Bowen Skip Miekstyn, to 

Macy & Joe Miekstyn on August 2, in Toledo.  Chasity & Guy McCartney are 

Bowen’s grandparents, Jace McCartney is Bowen’s uncle, Marly McCartney 

is Bowen’s aunt, and Mary Jane McCartney is Bowen’s great-grandmother. 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole 

life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as 
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the 
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com
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Order of Worship 
Sunday, August 13, 2023 

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol   assembly members may 
make the sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  

 *please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.  

Pandemic update:  we will continue monitoring the CDC and following their guidelines.   

GOD GATHERS US 
 

GREETING 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, 

“Gracious God.”  When you exhale, pray, “open my heart.” 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

ALL:   and also with you 

Please share God’s peace using the “peace sign.” 

AN OFFERING OF CONFESSION  

Leader:  Blessed be the  One God who, like a farmer, plants the seeds of 

wisdom, faith, and joy in our hearts, so that we may reap a harvest of new 

life.   

ALL:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid:  If I say I have no sin, I deceive 

myself and the truth is not in me.  However, if I confess my sins, you 

are faithful and just.  Forgive me.  Cleanse the thoughts of my heart 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that I may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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In your heart and your spirit, confess to God your fears, your anger, your greed, and 

your disappointments.  Lift up the names of people whom you’ve hurt recently. 

ALL:  Most merciful God, I confess that I am captive to sin and cannot 

free myself.  I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what I have done and by what I have left undone.  I have not loved you 

with my whole heart.  I have not loved my neighbors as you have loved 

me.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me.  

Forgive me; renew me; and lead me, so that I may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

Leader:  Hear these words and believe in their power:  Confess your sins to 

one another and pray for one another so that you may be healed.  God, who 

is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness.   1 John 1:9; James 5:16 

*GATHERING HYMN #793  BE THOU MY VISION 

*CONFESSIONAL RESPONSE 
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ….. with you all.   

ALL:  and also with you.  

*KYRIE HYMN #151 
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*GLORY TO GOD   SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 121 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader:  Let us pray: 

ALL:  O God our rock, you offer us a covenant of mercy, and you provide 

the foundation of our lives.  Ground us in your word, and strengthen 

our resolve to be your disciples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen   
 

GOD SPEAKS TO US 
 

PROPHETIC READING  1 KINGS 19:9-18 Reader:  Elijah came to a 

cave, where he spent the night.  But the LORD said to him, “What are you 

doing here, Elijah?” 

10 Elijah replied, “I have zealously served the LORD God Almighty. But the 

people of Israel have broken their covenant with you, torn down your altars, 

and killed every one of your prophets. I am the only one left, and now they 

are trying to kill me, too.” 

11 “Go out and stand before me on the mountain,” the LORD told him. And 

as Elijah stood there, the LORD passed by, and a mighty windstorm hit the 

mountain. It was such a terrible blast that the rocks were torn loose, but 

the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but 

the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake there was 

a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire there was the sound 

of a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak 

and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.  And a voice said, 

“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

14 He replied again, “I have zealously served the LORD God Almighty. But the 

people of Israel have broken their covenant with you, torn down your altars, 

and killed every one of your prophets. I am the only one left, and now they 

are trying to kill me, too.” 
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15 Then the LORD told him, “Go back the same way you came, and travel to 

the wilderness of Damascus. When you arrive there, anoint Hazael to be 

king of Aram. 16 Then anoint Jehu grandson of Nimshi to be king of Israel, 

and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from the town of Abel-meholah to replace 

you as my prophet. 17 Anyone who escapes from Hazael will be killed by 

Jehu, and those who escape Jehu will be killed by Elisha! 18 Yet I will 

preserve 7,000 others in Israel who have never bowed down to Baal or 

kissed him!”  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM READING                 (responsively)  PSALM 85:8-13 

Reader:  Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace 

to his people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 

ALL:  Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his 

glory may dwell in our land. 

Reader:  Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and 

peace will kiss each other. 

ALL:  Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness 

will look down from the sky. 

Reader:  The LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 

ALL:  Righteousness will go before him and will make a path for his 

steps. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

DISCIPLESHIP READING  ROMANS 10:5-15 

Reader:  For Moses writes that the law’s way of making a person right with 

God requires obedience to all of its commands. 6 But faith’s way of getting 

right with God says, “Don’t say in your heart, ‘Who will go up to heaven?’ 

(to bring Christ down to earth). 7 And don’t say, ‘Who will go down to the 

place of the dead?’ (to bring Christ back to life again).” 8 In fact, it says, 

“The message is very close at hand; it is on your lips and in your heart.” 
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And that message is the very message about faith that we preach: 9 If you 

openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in your heart 

that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith 

that you are saved. 11 As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in him 

will never be disgraced.” 12 Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. 

They have the same Lord, who gives generously to all who call on him. 13 

For “Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.” 

14 But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? 

And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And 

how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? 15 And how will 

anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, 

“How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!” 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION HYMN #172 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*GOSPEL READING  MATTHEW 14:22-33 
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When 

the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not 

be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. 

In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us 

peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.   
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Leader:  There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the  

Gospel of Matthew chapter 14.  ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Leader: Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back 

into the boat and cross to the other side of the lake, while he sent the 

people home. 23 After sending them home, he went up into the hills by 

himself to pray. Night fell while he was there alone. 

24 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong 

wind had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves. 25 About three o’clock 

in the morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the water. 26 When the 

disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear, 

they cried out, “It’s a ghost!” 

27 But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take 

courage. I am here!” 

28 Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, 

walking on the water.” 

29 “Yes, come,” Jesus said. 

So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward 

Jesus. 30 But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified 

and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted. 

31 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little 

faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” 

32 When they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped. 33 Then the 

disciples worshiped him. “You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed. 

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord.  All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
ALL:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
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Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.  Amen 

THE MESSAGE 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #742  WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS 
 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION 

Prayer Leader:  Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us 

offer our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

*PRAYER SONG HYMN #752  LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING 

 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  Hears us, O God.  ALL:  your mercy is great. 

We pray for Macy, Joe, Bowen, Mike, Pam, Janet, Jim, Harry, Julie, Cheryl, 

John, Fred, Shirley, Larry, Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Bertha, Jim, Barb, Kevin, 

Colton, Shirley, Dolores, Beth, A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Chelsea, Ethan, Brent, 

Richard, Deanna, Laura, Michael, Cindy, Catherine, Ed, John, Gary, Paul, 

Sue, Teresa, Betty, Don, David, LuAnn, Colene, Eva, Braxton, Eric, Lisa, 



10 
 

Cindy, Chris, Arlene, Logan, Don, Ashley, Beth, Jayne, Ed,  Barb, Riker, Kelly, 

Al, Pat, and Dan. 

*PRAYER SONG HYMN #752  LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #182  LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
Leader: Let us pray.  

ALL:  God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good 

things.  Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your 

graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

GOD NOURISHES US 
 

 

*THE TABLE PRAYER   
Leader:  God of all creation, all you have made is good.   

ALL:  Your love endures forever.  You bring forth bread from the earth 

and fruit from the vine.  Nourish me with these gifts.  Use me and 

what I have gathered to feed the world with your love, through the 

feast of love and bread of life, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

*THE EXHORTATION SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 133 
Leader:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, Holy One, the beginning and 

the end, the giver of life. 

ALL:  Blessed is the Lord, the God of the universe.  God’s faithfulness 

endures from age to age.  Praise the Lord from the heavens.  Praise 

the Lord in the heights above.  Praise the Lord, sun and moon; praise 

the Lord, all you shining stars.  Praise the Lord from the earth, you 

great sea creatures and all ocean depths, lightning and hail, snow 

and clouds, and stormy winds.  Praise the Lord, you mountains and 

all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, wild animals and all cattle, small 

creatures and flying birds.  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for 

they were created.                                                                    Psalm 148 

Leader:  We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above 

all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with 
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your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.  

And so, with all the universe and the hosts of heaven, we join in praise 

and sing….  

*SANCTUS   SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 130 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Leader:  In the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, gave a piece to each disciple and said 

ALL:  This is my body, given for you.  Do this and remember me. 

Leader:  Again, after supper, Jesus took a cup of wine, gave thanks; and 

gave it to each disciple to drink, saying 

ALL:  This is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this and remember me. 

Leader:  We proclaim the mystery of faith: 

ALL:  Sin is conquered!  Death is defeated!  Reveal yourself to us in 

the breaking of the bread. 
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Leader:  God of resurrection and new life:  pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine 

ALL:  Grace this table with your presence.  Reveal yourself to us in the 

breaking of the bread. 

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT US 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

*SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
Please join in prayer if you are unable to receive the elements. 

ALL:  Forgiving and faithful God, I believe that you are present in the 

most Blessed and Holy Sacrament.  Your Spirit fills my spirit, allowing 

it to bloom like a flower in spring.   Since I cannot now receive You 

through bread and wine, come spiritually into my heart.  Create in me 

a clean heart, O God, and renew a forgiving spirit within me.  Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION 

*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313  VERSE 1  
 

 

 

 

 



14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 
Leader:  Please join me in the absolution, 

ALL:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 

you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 

your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

GOD SENDS US 
 

*BLESSING  SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 136-137 

In the name of the Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit. 

*THE AMEN  

 

*SENDING HYMN #774  WHAT A FELLOWSHIP, WHAT A JOY DEVINE  

*DISMISSAL   SETTING #2 HYMNAL PAGE 137 

We are sent to serve others. 

POSTLUDE 
ELCA “Hunger Appeal” Offering - Each week as we leave worship, we remember the poor 

by placing loose change offerings in the “hunger bowls” on the Information Table in the 

Narthex. 

 Keep reading 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2023 Augsburg 

Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-717176: 
“Be Thou My Vision”  TEXT:  Irish, 8th cent,;  vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935; alt. tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931    MUSIC:  Irish traditional 
“Kyrie”  TEXT:  Dinah Reindorf, b.c. 1927   MUSIC:  1987 Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”  TEXT:  Caribbean Traditional; arr. Nark Sedio, b. 1954  Arr. ©1995 Augsburg Fortress   
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”   TEXT:  Joseph Scriven,  1820-1886    MUSIC:  Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918 
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  TEXT:  Ken Medema, by. 1943   MUSIC:  Ken Medema    Text and Music © 1973 Hope Publishing 
Company 
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”  TEXT:  Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923    Text ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and 
music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress 
“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”  TEXT:  Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis     MUSIC:  Finnish folk tune; arr. 
hymnal version  TEXT© 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress  
“What a Fellowship, what a Joy Divine”  TEXT:  Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929     MUSIC:  Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-924 
 

The Prophetic reading:  Printed from Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House 

Foundation.  Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188.  All rights reserved. 

The Psalm Reading:  New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in 

the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide   

The Discipleship reading:  Printed from Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House 

Foundation.  Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188.  All rights reserved. 

The Gospel reading:  Printed from Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation.  

Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188.  All rights reserved. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CHANGE IN OFFICE HOURS AND SCHEDULE – the office hours for Thursday, 

August 17 will be 8 a.m. to noon.  Dana will be out of the office on August 

18 to attend a conference of the Heartland Region Association of 

Personnel Administrators in Peoria, Illinois. 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE – the deadline to submit articles or 

information for the September newsletter is Friday, August 25.  Family and 

community news is always welcome. 
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Coming September 10, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY – the church council had decided to 

publish an updated pictorial directory.  This will be done in-house.  Mark 

your calendar for Sundays, September 10, 17, and 24, 

and have your picture(s) taken in the church.  Candid 

shots will also be taken randomly during the next month.  

If you are not able to make it to the 

church, you may submit a photo to 

the church office.  If you have any 

photos of activities at the church 

from the past years, please submit 

them to the church office.  Please 

make sure that they are identified.  Thank you 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by 
notifying the church office of any changes, additions 
or deletions. 
WE GIVE THANKS:  for new life in our 

congregation with the birth of Bowen Miekstyn.  Thanks be to God! 

MEMBERS:  Mike Wheeler, Pam Van Mooy, Janet Holloway, Jim Wymer, 
Harry & Julie Friess, Cheryl & John Kruse, Fred Husing, Shirley Heilman, 
Larry Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Bertha & 
Jim Carter, Barb Williams. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:  Keven Bickle, Colton, Shirley Hollowell, Dolores 
Bucher, Beth Johnson, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent 
Bradley, Richard Roberts, Deanna Griffith, Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy. 

MILITARY:  for all those who are in training and who are serving in the military 
& their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving families 
and friends of those who died while serving. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma 
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all our 
bishops, pastors, leaders, of the congregations of the NWOS (Northwestern 
Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central Conference 
congregations. 

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another.  For world leaders to seek guidance from you. 
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Sermon Notes 
 

Write 3 teachings or ideas you heard in today’s sermon: 

 

1. 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

Something I might do to put this sermon into practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write a brief prayer relating to the sermon. 
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A few photos from our Stellar VBS 
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Silencing the Wind 
In a world filled with noise and empty words, God comes to us as stillness and 

silence, even to the point that wind ceases (Matt. 14:32). Jesus walks over 

stormy waters to his disciples, entering their boat and being present with them 

despite their fears and doubts. Today’s readings encourage us to keep our words 

spare and meaningful, lay aside our little faith with its wordy worries, and listen 

for God, who comes to us as quieting comfort. 

The wind blows us powerfully, frighteningly, 

making even familiar places seem strange, 

stirring up the water to obscure our vision and 

make our journey fearful and slow. Today Jesus 

comes to us in our drowning panic, responding 

to our “Lord, save me” with a quick response. 

The little faith of Peter (and our little faith) is not 

only a chiding to “do better” in our faith lives 

and respond with discipline, but it offers 

forgiveness: even when we risk and screw up 

anyway, God’s hand is there to reach out and 

catch us. 

To command even the wind to be still is a powerful thing. If a very strong wind 

suddenly stopped near one of us, we would probably panic, wondering who did 

it, whether it was the calm eye of a storm, or whether a still bigger tornado is 

coming. There are giant turbines now that capture the wind to convert it to 

energy, but Jesus walked out upon the water and helped Peter in his fear to 

return to the boat’s safety and security. Jesus gives powerful reassurance and 

the gift of presence. God is not distant from our fears, but close to keep us safe. 

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105 

419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 
Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 

mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

