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Disciples and Ministers: All the People
Pastor:

NWOS Bishop: Daniel Beaudoin

ELCA Presiding Bishop: Elizabeth Eaton
Companion Church: Mwanawotta, Tanzania
Web Page: http://www.stlukesnb.org
eMail: StLukesNB@gmail.com

Church Phone: 419-257-3253

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole
life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the

church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message.

Assisting in Worship

Organist: Janet Goldner

Worship Leader: Pastor Susan Kronbach
Scripture Reader and Prayer Leader: Tiffany Mika
Ushers: Nancy & Jim Wymer

Videographer: Beth Williams

To the Glory of God

December Altar Candles: Carol Williams
December Bulletins: Laura & Tony Damon
December Newsletter: Laura & Tony Damon

North Baltimore Food Pantry December requested

donations include: peanut butter, jellies and jams. Without our help, some
families in our community will go without. Please give generously.
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Order of WWorship

First Sunday of Advent, December 1, 2024

God is glad you have joined us for worship today. Atthe symbol & assembly members may make the
sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.
*please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.
Pandemic update: we will continue monitoring the CDC and following their guidelines.

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS
PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER

Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music. When you breathe in, pray,
“Forgiving God.” When you exhale, pray, “help me to forgive.”

THE GREETING

Leader: the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. ALL: and also with you.

* ADVENT PROCLAMATION
Leader: These are the days of expectation, the days of watching and
waiting. God has promised us a Savior who will change our lives and make
us new. We wait in hope for the Lord who is our help and our shield. We
celebrate the hope we find in Christ. Let us light the candle of HOPE as we
wait in hope for the Lord.

*GATHERING HYMN #264 PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. ALL: Amen.

Leader: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desire known, and
from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the



inspiration of you Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. ALL: Amen.
Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from

our sin.
Please take a moment for personal reflection.

Leader: Gracious God,

ALL: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive our sins, known and
unknown, things we have one and things we have failed to do. Turn
us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Leader: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of & Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. May Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in
your hearts through faith. ALL: Amen.

*KYRIE
Leader: In Peace let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord. ALL: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, have
mercy.

Leader: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise. ALL: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. ALL: Amen.



*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader: Let usjoin our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day.

ALL: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem
us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING JEREMIAH 33:14-16

Reader: The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when | will fulfill the
promise | made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. °In those
days and at that time | will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David;
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. °In those days
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name
by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.



PSALM READING (responsively) PsaLMm 25:1-10
Reader: To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul.

ALL: My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor
let my enemies triumph over me.

Reader: Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be
put to shame who are treacherous.

ALL: Show me your ways, O LorD, and teach me your paths.

Reader: Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my
salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.

ALL: Remember, O LoRD, your compassion and love, for they are
from everlasting.

Reader: Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
goodness, O LORD.

ALL: You are gracious and upright, O LorD; therefore you teach
sinners in your way.

Reader: You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

ALL: All your paths, O LorD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to
those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING THESSALONIANS 3:9-13

Reader: How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that
we feel before our God because of you? °Night and day we pray most
earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking
in your faith.

1INow may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way
to you. *?2And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one
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another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 1*And may he so
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

*GOSPEL READING

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great
day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength
to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.

Leader: There is good news for us today and if comes from the gospel
according to Luke chapter 21. ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.

Leader: Jesus said: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars,
and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea
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and the waves. “°People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
2'Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and
great glory. 22Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; “°as
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that
summer is already near. 3'So also, when you see these things taking place,
you know that the kingdom of God is near. 3“Truly | tell you, this generation
will not pass away until all things have taken place. **Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.

34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch
you unexpectedly, °like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face
of the whole earth. *°Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before
the Son of Man.”

Leader: The gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, O Christ.
(PLEASE BE SEATED)

THE MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY #248 PEOPLE, LOOK EAST

*THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
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truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION

Prayer Leader: As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for
all people and places that long for God’s presence.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer Leader: Lord, in your mercy, ALL: receive our prayer.

We pray for Suzanne, Becky, JoLynn, Emily, Carl, Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron,
Cheryl, John, Shirley, Larry, Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Bertha, Barb, Dana,
Riley, Kelli, Mr. Doherty, Kristen, Jennifer, Ron, Chase, Bob, Cheryl, A.J,,
Mavery, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard, Deanna, Laura, Michael, Cindy,
John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, David, LuAnn, Colene, Eva, Eric, Lisa, Chris,
Arlene, Bob, Don, Ashley, Pat, and Gordon.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you always.

ALL: and also with you.
Piease feel free to shake hands as you share God’s peace.

Leader: Let the peace of Christ reign among us.
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INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS

Leader: With hope, we come, we sing, we listen, we pray. Let us now give
of ourselves through our tithes and offerings to serve the ministry and
mission of this congregation, this community, and all of God’s world.

OFFERTORY
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186 CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART

*OFFERING PRAYER
Leader: Let us pray together.

ALL: Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars,
and you draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread
and wine. Strengthen us with this food that we may live in
expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you. ALL: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts. ALL: We lift them to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. ALL: It is right to give our
thanks and praise.

Leader: Itis indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with
all the choir of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Leader: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

ALL: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Leader: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the

promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
12



not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our
praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly
blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to
live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us saying,
*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT Us

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Leader: Come to the banquet for all is now ready.

DISTRIBUTION

*TABLE BLESSING

Leader: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. ALL: Amen

*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #207
THANKFUL HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE
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* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Leader: Please join with me in prayer,

ALL: Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of
salvation. We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into
peace. We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into
the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in
your name. Amen.

*BLESSING

Leader: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Inthe name of the
Father, the "= Son, and the Holy Spirit.

*THEAMEN (p6—— >~
P A -mm A mm A - . . mm
*SENDING HYMN #494 FOR THE BREAD WHICH YOU HAVE BROKEN
*DISMISSAL
Leader: Go in hope. Share the good news. ALL: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A I A~~~

As we leave worship each week, we remember the poor around the world by placing
loose offerings in the “hunger bowls” on the Information Table in the Narthex. These
gifts are then forwarded to the ELCA World Hunger Program.
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ToDAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS

Designated liturgical and music texts, Prayers of the People, back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2024
Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497. All rights reserved.

Reprinted under OnelLicense.net A-717176:
“Prepare the Royal Highway” TexT: Frans Mikael Franzen, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship Music: Swedish fold tune, 17t
cent. Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” TexT: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 Music: Handt Hanson TexT AND Music © 1985 Prince of
Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. admin. Augsburg Fortress (#512)
“People, Look East” TexT: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1963 Music:  French Carol; arr. Barry Rose, b. 1934 Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will
Trust, by permission of Dvid Higham Associates Arr. © Novello & Co. Ltd., London
“Create in Me a Clean Heart” TexT: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923 Music:© Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress PuBLIC
DOMAIN
“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b.1927 Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress
“For the Bread Which You Have Broken” TEXT: Louis F. Benson, 1855-1930, alt. Music: Gross Catolisch Gesangbuch, Nurnberg,
1637; arr. William Smith Rockstro, 1823-1895 Text © Robert F. Jeffreys Jr.

All Scripture Readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

iscoming!

(ELW248)
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by notifying the
church office of any changes, additions or deletions.

WE GIVE THANKS: the Advent Hope. Thanks be to God!

0lerd MEMBERS: Becky Bean, JoLynn Stewart, Emily Meyerson,
l’dqer Carl Lieser, Jim Wymer, Rick Van Mooy, Kolton Williams,
Ron Bean, Cheryl & John Kruse, Shirley Heilman, Larry
Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Bertha Carter,
Barb Williams.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Dana, Eli Swartz, Riley Guy, Kelli Sterling, Mr.
Doherty, Kristen, Jennifer Dochod, Ron Stewart, Chase, Bob, Cheryl, A.].,
Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley, Richard Roberts, Deanna
Griffith, Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy.

MILITARY: for all those who are in training and who are serving in the military

//’\\\
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& their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving families
and friends of those who died while serving.

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma

Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS: all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all our
bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central
Conference congregations.

THE WORLD: for peace in our country and around the world. For the end

of violence against one another. For world leaders to seek guidance from you.

H\Oﬁ
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On the first Sunday of Advent, Luke’s Gospel calls us to listen
to the stories of nonhuman members of our community:
“the fig tree and all the trees” (verse 29). Understanding
the root causes of injustice requires us to understand the
connections between ourselves and the created world,
because the exploitation of nonhuman creatures harms all
creation. That s, treating creation as something that exists
just for humans to use ignores the necessary relationships
between all things, puts them out of our view and hides the
ways human pursuit of comfort and convenience can harm
creation.

In short, Luke’s Gospel calls us to seek knowledge about God’s
justice for those around us.

Reflection: take a walk outside along a normal route - e,g.,
where you walk your dog, where you walk your children to
school, maybe even the path from your front door to your
car - and take note of the nonhuman beings you often
overlook. Reflect in writing or in conversation with others,
on the wide array of plants and animals that depend on
those beings.

From the ELCA Advent Study 2024 celebrating 50 years of the ELCA World
Hunger Program
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Sermon Notes

Write 3 teachings or ideas you heard in today’s sermon:

1.

Something | might do to put this sermon into practice.

Write a brief prayer relating to the sermon.
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Pon't Wait for the Kingdom—See It

As Advent begins, we look forward to the celebration of Jesus’ first coming

to the world in the light of a text that promises his final coming. We, like the

gospel writer, Luke, live in the time

between these two “advents” of Jesus.

Today’s gospel gives us guidance on how

% to live faithfully as we wait for Jesus to

eads; foryour | ctym. However, in this in-between time, it

il Robedl is easy for us to become distracted and

lose sight of the promises of Jesus. Daily

tasks and routines can lull us into apathy.

Ease and success can allow us to ignore

Luke 21:28 our spiritual needs. Struggles, setbacks,

and disappointments can cause us to lose hope and fall into despair. But

Jesus tells us we should not feel beaten down or defeated by the struggles

of this world, but instead “stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28).

Jesus goes on to say that there will be signs, signs of new life and growth,
such as the sprouting of a leaf on a fig tree in the summertime. These signs
are perceptible to us here and now. These signs help us know that God’s
kingdom is coming. In fact, they remind us that in Jesus, God’s kingdom
has already come near, and Jesus words will not pass away until this
kingdom has fully come. We should live with our eyes focused on today’s
signs that demonstrate God’s reign and trust that Jesus’ redemption of the
world will one day be complete.
215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105

419-257-3253 StLukesNB@gmail.com
Church Office Hours M-F9-1
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