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Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Pastor:   

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Elizabeth Eaton  

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Phone: 419-257-3253 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner   

Worship Leader:  SAM Bob Fett 

Scripture Reader and Prayer Leader:  Dwight Patterson    

Ushers:  JoLynn & Don Stewart 

Videographer:  Beth Williams 

To the Glory of God
August Altar Candles: available for sign up 

August Bulletins:  Laura & Tony Damon 

August Newsletter:  Laura & Tony Damon 

North Baltimore Food Pantry August requested donations 

include:  canned fruits, vegies and soups.  Without our help, some families 

in our community will go without.  Please give generously.  

Change in Office Hours – this Wednesday, August 28, Dana will be in the 

office from 11am-3pm.  Thank you 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole 

life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as 
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the 
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com
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Order of Worship 
Sunday, August 25, 2024 

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol   assembly members may make the 

sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  

 *please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.  

Pandemic update:  we will continue monitoring the CDC and following their guidelines.   

GOD GATHERS US 
 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, 

“Gracious God.”  When you exhale, pray, “help me to serve.” 

*CONFESSION  AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, the God of manna, the God 

of miracles, the God of mercy.  ALL:  Amen. 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.   

Please take a moment for personal reflection. 

Leader:  God, our provider, help us. 

ALL:  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your 

ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  

We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you.  We 

take offense at your teachings and your ways.  Turn us again to you.  

Where else can we turn?  Share with us the words of eternal life and 

feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
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Leader:  Beloved people of God:  in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are 

fed and nourished.  By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more 

than enough.  Through Jesus,  the bread of life, you are shown God’s 

mercy; you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  ALL:  Amen.    

*GATHERING HYMN #812   FAITH OF OUR FATHERS 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leader:  Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day. 

ALL:  Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. 

Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing 

what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

GOD SPEAKS TO US 
 

FIRST READING  JOSHUA 24:1-2A, 14-18 

Reader:  Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and 

summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and 

they presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the people, 
14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the 

River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve 

the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites 

in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve 

the LORD.” 

16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake 

the LORD to serve other gods; 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us 

and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 

and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the 
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way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 
18and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived 

in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM READING                 (responsively)  Psalm 34:15-22 

Reader:  The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and God’s ears are 

open to their cry. 

ALL:  The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to erase the 

remembrance of them from the earth. 

Reader:  The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them and delivers them 

from all their troubles. 

ALL:  The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those whose 

spirits are crushed.    

Reader:  Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the LORD delivers 

them from every one. 

ALL:  God will keep safe all their bones; not one of them shall be 

broken. 

Reader:  Evil will bring death to the wicked and those who hate the 

righteous will be punished. 

ALL:  O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants, and those who put 

their trust in you will not be punished. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING  EPHESIANS 6:10-20 

Reader:  Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on 

the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles 

of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 

of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 



6 
 

places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be 

able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand 

firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and 

put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on 

whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of 

these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the 

flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end 

keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray 

also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make 

known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an 

ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   LORD, LET MY HEART BE GOOD SOIL 
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*GOSPEL READING  JOHN 6:56-69 
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh and 
drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about how odd this 
sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living, gracious 
words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?”  
Leader:  There is good news for us today and if comes from the gospel 

according to John chapter 6.  ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Leader:  Jesus said, 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide 

in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because 

of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the 

bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, 

and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said 

these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 

60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; 

who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were 

complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if 

you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is 

the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken 

to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not 

believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not 

believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For 

this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 

by the Father.” 

66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went 

about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go 

away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have 

the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are 

the Holy One of God.”  

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord.  All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

(PLEASE BE SEATED) 

THE MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #883  ALL PEOPLE THAT ON EARTH DO DWELL 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
ALL:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.  Amen 

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS   

Leader:  We are here together in the spirit of unity and purpose.  As we give 

our tithes and offerings let us acknowledge the greatest gift from God and 

give as we have received.  

OFFERTORY 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186  CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART  

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Leader: Let us pray together. 
 

ALL:  God our shepherd, you abide with us and provide for all our 

needs.  In gratitude for your care, we bring our gifts before you.  Use 

them for your work in this community and throughout your world.  We 

pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION 

Prayer Leader:  Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our 

minds, let us pray for the church, our community, ourselves, the well-being 

of creation, and all people in need. 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  Merciful God, ALL:  receive our prayer. 

We pray for Emily, Carl, Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, Shirley, Larry, 

Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Bertha, Barb, Mr. Doherty, Kristen, Cobie, Jennifer, 

Tony, Ron, Chase, Bob, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard, 

Deanna, Laura, Michael, Cindy, Donnis, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, David, 

LuAnn, Colene, Eva, Eric, Lisa, Chris, Arlene, Bob, Don, Beth, Ashley, and 

Pat. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

Leader:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

ALL:   and also with you. 

Please feel free to shake hands as you share God’s peace. 

Leader:  Let the peace of Christ reign among us. 
  

GOD NOURISHES US 
 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Leader:  God’s love binds us together.  Grace comes to us through Christ 

Jesus.  The Spirit moves among us giving us life. 

ALL:  All praise to God who is holy, almighty, and merciful. 

Leader:  As  children of God, in baptism, we were sealed by the Holy Spirit 

and marked with the cross of Christ forever.. 

ALL:  With our hearts lifted high, we give God thanks and praise.  
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Leader:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to you, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

who in the multitude of your saints did surround us with so great a cloud of 

witnesses that we, rejoicing in their fellowship, may run with patience the 

race that is set before us and, together with them, may receive the crown 

of glory that does not fade away.  Therefore, give thanks to the One who 

raises us to new life and sing to the God of everlasting love. 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  SETTING 3 HYMNAL PAGE 144 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
Leader:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night when he was betrayed, took 

bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is my body, given to you.  This do in 

remembrance of me.”  In the same way, he took the cup after supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them saying, “Drink of it all of you.  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins.  This do in remembrance of me.”  ALL:  Amen 
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Leader:  With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from 

death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith; 

ALL:   Christ died for our salvation.   

Christ rose to give us life.  

Christ will always be with us in his glory.  

Leader:  In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us 

saying, 

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT US 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us;  
And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Leader:  Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.  Come!   

DISTRIBUTION 

*TABLE BLESSING  

Leader:  Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were 

gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered 

together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory 

through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  ALL:  Amen  
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*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #204 

THANKFUL HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION      

Leader:  Please join with me in prayer, 

ALL: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than 

we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now 

strengthen us to love the world with your own life.  In your name we 

pray.  Amen. 

GOD SENDS US 
 

*BLESSING   

Leader:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace.  In the name of the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

*THE AMEN  

 

*SENDING HYMN #879  FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH 

*DISMISSAL   

Leader:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

As we leave worship each week, we remember the poor around the world by placing 
loose offerings in the “hunger bowls” on the Information Table in the Narthex.  These 
gifts are then forwarded to the ELCA World Hunger Program 

 

. 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical and music texts, Prayers of the People, back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2024 

Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-717176: 
“Faith of Our Fathers”   TEXT:  Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.         MUSIC:  Henri F. Hemy, 1818-1888; James G, Walton, 1821-1905, 
refrain 
“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”  TEXT: Handt Hanson, b. 1950    MUSIC:  Handt Hanson    TEXT AND MUSIC © 1985 Prince of 
Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. admin. Augsburg Fortress (#512) 
“All People that on Earth do Dwell”  TEXT:  William Kethe, d.c. 1594          MUSIC:  Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561 
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”  TEXT:  Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923    MUSIC:© Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress  PUBLIC 

DOMAIN 
“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”  TEXT:  Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923   TEXT AND MUSIC © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress  
“For the Beauty of the Earth”  TEXT:  Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.        MUSIC: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872  
 

All Scripture Readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 

 

Choir practice will begin on Sunday, September 15, at 9:15 am.  Everyone 

16 and older is welcome to join us.  We will plan on singing for worship at 

least once a month.  Please join us! 
 

August request for the Birthday Bags is non-gender specific children’s 

Birthday Cards, birthday gift bags, and cash donations for purchasing the 

additional ingredients to complete the birthday cakes.  Assembly will take 

place in September.  Watch and listen for details. 
 

Kitchen cleaning and organizing has begun.  On the table in the hallway are 

items that have been left following dinners, or are items no longer needed 

by the church.  Please take those items that belong to you or that you would 

like to have.  Thank you. 
 

Rally Day is coming Sunday, September 8.  Mark your calendar now.  A little 

birdie told me there was going to be something happening that day, just 

not sure what yet.  Keep watch and listen to find out more. 

Kairos Cookies for Prison Ministry – we will not be baking cookies here at 

St. Luke’s, but if you are interested you are invited to join St. John’s in 

McComb on Saturday, September 7, to bake and fellowship.  Time is yet to 

be determined.  If you are interest in participating our baking cookies on 

you own, please let Beth Williams know, 419-722-4972.  Thank you. 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by notifying the 
church office of any changes, additions or deletions. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS:  for teachers, school administrators, bus 
drivers, school custodians, coaches, and all who teach and 
participate in the lives of our children while they are at school. 
Thanks be to God!  

MEMBERS:  Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, Jim Wymer, Rick 
Van Mooy, Kolton Williams, Ron Bean, Cheryl & John 

Kruse, Shirley Heilman, Larry Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, 
Marilyn Ziegler, Bertha Carter, Barb Williams. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:   Mr. Doherty (father of Caroline Lieser), Kristen, 
Jennifer Dochod, Tony Matthes, Ron Stewart, Chase, Bob, Cheryl, A.J., 
Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley, Richard Roberts, Deanna 
Griffith, Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy. 

GRIEVING: Becky Bean and the entire family following the death of Randy 
on August 21. 

MILITARY:  for all those who are in training and who are serving in the military 
& their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving families 
and friends of those who died while serving. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma 
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all our 
bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS 
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central 
Conference congregations.  

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another.  For world leaders to seek guidance from you. 
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Who Can Accept It? 
“This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” (John 6:60). Jesus’ teaching 

about eating his flesh and drinking his blood isn’t something we can figure 

out and accept on our own. In his explanation of the third article of the 

Apostles’ Creed, Martin Luther writes these often-quoted and memorized 

words: “I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe 

in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him.” The question of accepting Jesus’ 

difficult teachings gets turned on its head. No one can accept it. The good 

news of Jesus is too radical, unsettling, and illogical for us to accept. 

Through the grace of God and the work of the Holy Spirit we are able to 

echo Peter’s profession of faith: “You have the words of eternal life. We 

have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God” 

(John 6:68-69). Like Peter, we have come to believe—despite our doubts 

and weakness of faith—through the Spirit’s work in the word.  
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419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 

mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

