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Welcome to Worship 
St. Luke’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
     September 29, 2024 
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Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Pastor:   

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Elizabeth Eaton  

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Phone: 419-257-3253 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner   

Worship Leader:  Paul Brooks 

Scripture Reader and Prayer Leader:  Karen Krauss   

Ushers:  Jill Guy, Zach Stewart 

Videographer:  Beth Williams 

To the Glory of God
October Altar Candles:  Ruth McKee 

October Bulletins:  Nancy & Jim Wymer 

October Newsletter:  Nancy & Jim Wymer 

North Baltimore Food Pantry October requested donations 

include:  bar or liquid soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste.  Without our 

help, some families in our community will go without.  Please give 

generously.  

 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole 

life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as 
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the 
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com
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Order of Worship 
Sunday, September 29, 2024 

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol   assembly members may make the 

sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  

 *please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.  

Pandemic update:  we will continue monitoring the CDC and following their guidelines.   

GOD GATHERS US 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, 

“Forgiving God.”  When you exhale, pray, “help me to forgive.” 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever.  ALL:  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 

Please take a moment for personal reflection. 

Leader:  Gracious God, 

ALL:  have mercy on us.  We confess that we have honored you with 

our lips, but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.  The 

cravings at war within us cause conflicts and disputes.  In our desire 

to be first we make distinctions among ourselves.  We place the 

needs of the poor and the suffering last.  In your great mercy, forgive 

us our sins.  Draw near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us 

to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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Leader:  God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no 

more.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of  Jesus Christ, the 

source of eternal healing, your sins are forgiven.  ALL:  Amen.    

*GATHERING HYMN #697  JUST A CLOSER WALK WITH THEE 

*GREETING 

Leader:  the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  ALL:  and also with you. 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  THIS IS THE FEAST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leader:  Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day. 

ALL:  Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to 

peace with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do 

empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

GOD SPEAKS TO US 
 

FIRST READING   NUMBERS 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 

Reader:  The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites 

also wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the 

fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the 

leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6 but now our strength is dried up, and 

there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 

 10 Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the 

entrances of their tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was 
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displeased. 11 So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have you treated your 

servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the 

burden of all this people on me? 12 Did I conceive all this people? Did I give 

birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a 

nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their 

ancestors’? 13 Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they 

come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14 I am not able to carry 

all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 15 If this is the way you 

are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your 

sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 

16 So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, 

whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring 

them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with 

you.” 

24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he 

gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 
25 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some 

of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the 

spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 

26 Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other 

named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those 

registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied 

in the camp. 27 And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad 

are prophesying in the camp.” 28 And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of 

Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29 But 

Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the 

Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on 

them!”  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM READING                 (responsively)  Psalm  19:7-14 

Reader:  The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the 

testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

ALL:  The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the 

commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

Reader:  The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments 

of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

ALL:   More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine 

gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

Reader:  By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them 

there is great reward. 

ALL:  Who can detect one’s own offenses?  Cleanse me from my 

secret faults. 

Reader:  Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them 

not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent 

of a great offense. 

ALL:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING   JAMES 5:13-20 

Reader:  Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? 

They should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among you sick? They should 

call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing 

them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will save the 

sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins 

will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for 

one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is 

powerful and effective. 17 Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed 
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fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not 

rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and 

the earth yielded its harvest. 

Reader:  19 My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the 

truth and is brought back by another, 20 you should know that whoever 

brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death 

and will cover a multitude of sins. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   LORD, LET MY HEART BE GOOD SOIL 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL READING   MARK 9:38-50 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and 
sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well as to others.  
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Leader:  There is good news for us today and if comes from the gospel 

according to Mark chapter 9.  ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Leader:  John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out 

demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not 

following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a 

deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 
40 Whoever is not against us is for us. 41 For truly I tell you, whoever gives 

you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no 

means lose the reward. 

42 “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 

believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung 

around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes 

you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to 

have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And if your 

foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 

than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes 

you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God 

with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48 where their 

worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

49 “For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good; but if salt has lost 

its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 

peace with one another.” 

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord.  All:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

(PLEASE BE SEATED) 

THE MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY (page #11 in the bulletin)          LOVE LIFTED ME 
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
ALL:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.  Amen 

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS   

Leader: As we present our tithes and offerings today, and we remember 

those less fortunate and those recovering from devastating storms and 

fires, let us give with gratitude for all we have received and remember that 

everything we have comes from God.  

OFFERTORY 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186  CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART  

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Leader: Let us pray together. 
 

ALL:  Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation.  

By these gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and 

all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION 

Prayer Leader:  Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with 

confidence for the church, God’s good creation, and all of your people in a 

world in need. 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  Hear us, O God.  ALL:  your mercy is great. 

We pray for Bryant, Emily, Carl, Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, Shirley, 

Larry, Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Bertha, Barb, Riley, Kelli, Mr. Doherty, Kristen, 

Jennifer, Tony, Ron, Chase, Bob, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Ethan, 

Brent, Richard, Deanna, Laura, Michael, Cindy, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, 

David, LuAnn, Colene, Eva, Eric, Lisa, Chris, Arlene, Bob, Don, Ashley, and 

Pat. 

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT US 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 
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*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

Leader:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

ALL:   and also with you. 

Please feel free to shake hands as you share God’s peace. 

Leader:  Let the peace of Christ reign among us. 

GOD SENDS US 
 

*BLESSING   

Leader:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace.  In the name of the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

*THE AMEN  

 

*SENDING HYMN #802   LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS 

*DISMISSAL   

Leader:  Go in peace.  Follow Jesus.  ALL:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

As we leave worship each week, we remember the poor around the world by placing 
loose offerings in the “hunger bowls” on the Information Table in the Narthex.  These 
gifts are then forwarded to the ELCA World Hunger Program. 
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Love Lifted Me 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical and music texts, Prayers of the People, back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2024 

Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-717176: 
“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”   PUBLIC DOMAIN 
“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”  TEXT: Handt Hanson, b. 1950    MUSIC:  Handt Hanson    TEXT AND MUSIC © 1985 Prince of 
Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. admin. Augsburg Fortress (#512) 
“Love Lifted Me/I was Sinking Deep in Sin”  TEXT:  James Rowe, 1865-1933   MUSIC:  SAFETY  Howard E. Smith, 1863-1918   
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”  PUBLIC DOMAIN 
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”  TEXT:  Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.        MUSIC:  George G. Boltz, 
18th cent.  TEXT:  Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 

All Scripture Readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 

 
 

The October – December “Christ In Our Home” devotionals are in a basket 

on the Information Table.  Pick one up today. 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Poinsettias  
Yes – it is time to be thinking about Sanctuary decorations for 

Christmas.  Hoens Garden Center in Holland, Ohio, will provide 

for our poinsettia needs.  They will need to have our order by 

October 6, so please use the form below and place your order NOW.  The cost 

this year is $15.00 per 6-inch plant.  Thank you! 

 

____________________________________________________________ 
Your Name 
 

______________________________________________________ 
Designation for the church bulletin 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by notifying the 
church office of any changes, additions or deletions. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS:  for fall and the changing and beauty of 
creations colors.  Thanks be to God!  

MEMBERS:  Bryant Matthes, Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, 
Jim Wymer, Rick Van Mooy, Kolton Williams, Ron Bean, 
Cheryl & John Kruse, Shirley Heilman, Larry Slaughterbeck, 
Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Bertha Carter, 

Barb Williams. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:  Riley Guy, Kelli Sterling, Mr. Doherty (father of 
Caroline Lieser), Kristen, Jennifer Dochod, Tony Matthes, Ron Stewart, 
Chase, Bob, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley, 
Richard Roberts, Deanna Griffith, Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy. 

MILITARY:  for all those who are in training and who are serving in the military 
& their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving families 
and friends of those who died while serving. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma 
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all our 
bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS 
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central 
Conference congregations.  

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another.  For world leaders to seek guidance from you. 
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Don’t Try to Stop God 
In Mark 9:38-50 the disciples—at least John—are upset because they saw 

somebody, not a disciple, “casting out demons” in Jesus’ name. Here John 

sounds strikingly similar to the Pharisees, who became upset when someone out 

of their control, Jesus, healed a person on the sabbath (Mark 3:1-6). A common 

tendency among religious leaders seems to be uneasiness with God acting in 

ways that are outside of the expected channels and outside of their control. 

Throughout Mark’s gospel we are reminded that God’s 

activity and power are not controlled by or limited to 

established religious institutions. This point is made 

clear in the opening verses of the gospel. Mark doesn’t 

begin the story of the “good news of Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God” (Mark 1:1) in Jerusalem, where one might 

expect the story of a holy person to start. Instead, the 

beginning of Mark’s gospel takes us to the wilderness, a 

place often associated with the absence of God’s 

presence. But it is precisely in the wilderness where we 

find John, proclaiming that “the kingdom of God has come near” (Mark 1:15). 

There was a sense in Jesus’ time that God could or would only be present in the 

temple, and that God’s activity was determined by the actions of the religious 

leaders. We have the same temptation today. We often think of what happens in 

the church building as God’s activity, but forget that God is also present and 

acting in the world outside the church. We often think of Christians doing God’s 

work, but neglect to notice the ways in which non-Christians are also active in 

doing things that help to bring God’s kingdom near. Jesus’ response to his 

disciple’s consternation about the fact that someone who is not a disciple is 

casting out demons in Jesus’ name is an important instruction to us as well. We 

shouldn’t stop someone who is doing God’s will and bringing God’s kingdom 

near, just because they aren’t a part of our group. In fact, we may even want to 

learn more about what they are doing, and join them! 
215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105 

419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 

mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

