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January 26, 2025 

Welcome to Worship  
   St. Luke’s Evangelical 

    Lutheran Church 
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The sign-up sheets for your continued financial support of the Special 

Fund for 2025 are posted on the bulletin board in the main hallway.  

Please sign up to help provide for our worship and news.  Thank you. 

Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Pastor:   

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Elizabeth Eaton  

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Phone: 419-257-3253 

 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner   
Worship Leader:   Pastor Susan Kronbach 
Scripture Reader and Prayer Leader:  Dwight Patterson 
Ushers:  Jill Guy, Zach Stewart 
Videographer:  Beth Williams 

To the Glory of God
January Candles:  Pam & Rick Van Mooy 
January Bulletins:  Pam & Rick Van Mooy 
January Newsletter:  Pam & Rick Van Mooy 

The North Baltimore Food Pantry 

The requested donations for January are canned fruits, veggies and soups.  

Please give joyously and generously so the no one goes hungry. 
 

Bulletins, Candles, and Newsletters  

 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole 

life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as 
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the 
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

Thank you. 

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com
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Order of Worship 
 Third Sunday after Epiphany, January 26, 2025 

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol   assembly members may make the 

sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  

 *please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.  

Pandemic update:  we will continue monitoring the CDC and following their guidelines. 
 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER REQUESTS 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, 

“Loving God.”  When you exhale, pray, “help me to love like Jesus.” 

THE GREETING 

Leader:  the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  ALL:  and also with you. 

*GATHERING HYMN #676    LORD, SPEAK TO US, THAT WE MAY SPEAK 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, our creator, our protector, 

our wellspring of life.  Trusting that God receives our words and the 

meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin. 

Please take a moment for silent confession. 

Leader: Merciful God,  

ALL:  you speak blessing and compassion into the world.  Forgive us 

for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We 

ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose 

injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about 

one another.  Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their 

grasp.  Show us your lovingkindness.  Restore our hearts and repair 

your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways.  Amen. 



4 
 

Leader:  God proclaims these words of assurance:  “Do not fear, for I have 

redeemed you.  I have called you by name. You are mine.”  In  Christ, you 

are forgiven.  In the Spirit, you are made free.  Refreshed by the waters of 

mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.  ALL:  Amen. 

*KYRIE 

Leader:  In Peace let us pray to the Lord.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord.   ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  ALL:  Lord, 

have mercy. 

Leader:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  ALL: Amen.   

*GLORY TO GOD 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leader:  Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day.  

ALL:  Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be 

written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear 

them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted 

by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope 

of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

FIRST READING   NEHEMIAH 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

Reader:   All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before 

the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of 

Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra 

brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who 

could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh 

month. 3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from 

early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women 

and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 

attentive to the book of the law. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of 

all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 

opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great 

God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. 

Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to 

the ground. 8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with 

interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the 

reading. 
9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, 

and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is 

holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept 

when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your 

way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those 



7 
 

for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not 

be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM READING                    (responsively) PSALM 19 

Reader:  The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its 

maker’s handiwork. 

ALL:  One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts 

knowledge to another. 

Reader:  Although they have no words or language, and their voices are 

not heard, 

ALL:  their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to 

the ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 

Reader:  It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices 

like a champion to run its course. 

ALL:  It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs 

about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning 

heat.  

Reader:  The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the 

testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

ALL:  The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the 

commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

Reader:  The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the 

judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

ALL:  More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine 

gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

Reader:   By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them 

there is great reward. 
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ALL:  Who can detect one’s own offenses?  Cleanse me from my 

secret faults. 

Reader:  Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them 

not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent 

of a great offense. 

ALL:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING    1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-31a 

Reader:  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For 

in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves 

or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the 

foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 

that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would 

say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not 

make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where 

would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the 

sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, 

each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would 

the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21 The eye 

cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the 

feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the members of the body 

that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and those members of the 

body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our 

less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24 whereas our 

more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the 

body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that there may be 
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no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care 

for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one 

member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And 

God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, 

forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all 

prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of 

healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31a But strive for the 

greater gifts.   

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Setting 3 #142 

 

  

   

    

 

 

*GOSPEL READING    LUKE 4:14-21 
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of 
Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission.   

Leader:  There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the 

Gospel of Luke chapter 4.  ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Leader:  Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, 

and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He 

began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
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16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 

the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 

read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 

the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me    
to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to 

the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 

free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. 

The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to 

say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”   

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord.  ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE MESSAGE   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY #671   SHINE, JESUS, SHINE 
 

*THE NICENE’ CREED 

ALL:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 

him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 

from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 

became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION 

Prayer Leader:  With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray 

for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  God of grace, ALL:  hear our prayer. 

We pray for Becky, JoLynn,  Emily, Carl, Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, 

Shirley, Larry, Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Bertha, Barb, Frances, Eli, Riley, Kelli, 

Mr. Doherty, Kristen, Jennifer, Ron, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery, Breece, 

Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard, Deanna, Laura, Michael, Cindy, John, 

Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, David, LuAnn, Colene, Eva, Eric, Lisa, Chris, Arlene, 

Bob, Don, Ashley, Pat, and Gordon. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 ALL:  And also with you. 

Please share God’s peace with those worshiping around you. 

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS   

Leader:  Let us gather our gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude 

and praise. The God of heaven and earth, of all of creation, holds each one 

of us in tender love and care. God is gracious and good, and no one is 

insignificant in God's eyes.     

OFFERTORY 
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*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186  CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Leader: Let us pray.  

ALL:  God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your 

abundance to the depths of the seas.  Bless what we offer to your 

service:  our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.  Let us overflow with 

gratitude and generosity, now and always.  Amen. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    

Leader:  Children of God, lift up your hearts.  ALL:  Our hearts rejoice in 

the one who became one to us! 

Leader:  We have beheld his glory, ALL:  the glory of the Father’s only 

begotten Son. 

Leader:  Holy are you, God of all creation!  ALL:  Holy is Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who became servant to save us. 

Leader:  Therefore, we celebrate his birth, his life, his death, and his 

resurrection. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, Holy One, the 

beginning and the end, the giver of life. 

ALL:  Born in the shadows of night, Christ is our light. 

Dying on the cross, Christ is our life. 

Rising from the tomb, Christ is our hope. 

Returning to us once more, Christ is our promise. 

Leader:  And so, with all creatures and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and sing: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  SETTING 3 HYMNAL PAGE 144 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Leader:  Leader:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes. 

ALL:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Leader:  Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the 
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promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our 

praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, 

your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and 

all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly 

blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed 

to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us saying, 

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT US 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

*THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Leader:  The joy of the Lord is our strength.  Come, eat this meal of 

gladness.  

DISTRIBUTION 

*THE TABLE BLESSING   

Leader:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.  ALL:  Amen 
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*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #207  

THANKFUL HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Leader:  Please join with me in prayer. 

ALL:  Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy 

gifts of food and drink.  Strengthen us for service, and send us out to 

embody your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the 

world. In the name of Christ we pray, Amen. 

*BLESSING 

Leader:  The Spirit of the triune God  bless you with joy, anoint you with 

compassion, and send you in love. 

*The Amen 
 

 

*SENDING HYMN #661   I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY 

*DISMISSAL 

Leader:  Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good 

courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; 

strengthen the fainthearted; support the week; help the afflicted; honor all 

people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, and back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2024 

Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All rights reserved. 
 

“Lord, Speak to Us That We May Speak”  TEXT:  Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.    MUSIC:  Robert Schumann, 1810-1856 
“Shine, Jesus, Shine”  TEXT:  Graham Kendrick, b. 1950        MUSIC:  Graham Kendrick  TEXT AND MUSIC © Make Way Music, admin. 
Music Services in the Western Hemisphere :  
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”  TEXT:  Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923    MUSIC:© Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress  PUBLIC 

DOMAIN 
“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”  MUSIC:  Ronald A. Nelson, b.1927  Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress 
“I Love to Tell the Story”   TEX T:  Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911    MUSIC:  William E. Fischer, 1849-1936 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response is coordinating with the Southwest 

California Synod, Pacifica Synod and other partners to assess 

the needs of people impacted by the wildfires. We will work 

with them to provide for immediate needs and recovery amid the 

widespread destruction. Lutheran Disaster Response is committed to 

accompanying recovering communities for months and years to come.  

What can you do?  PRAY for the families, the firefighters, and the 

responding organizations include LDR.  GIVE to Lutheran Disaster 

Response either through the church; through Lutheran Disaster 

Response, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009; or online at 

https://give.elca.org/page/77859/donate/1    Thank you.  

 

Never tell your neighbors to wait until tomorrow if you can help them now. 
   Proverbs 3:28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All scripture readings:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

 

https://give.elca.org/page/77859/donate/1
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Looking Ahead   
 

Ash Wednesday is March 5 worship is being planned 

A Bible Study, using the ELCA World Hunger materials, is being planned 

for the Wednesdays in Lent. See Janet Goldner if you are interested in 

helping out. A light meal of soup and sandwiches will be included.  

 

 

Palm Sunday is April 13 

Maundy Thursday is April 17 

Good Friday is April 18 

Easter Sunday is April 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our focus in 2025 is to learn the sacred art of listening. Listening to God. 

Listening to Ourselves. Listening to Others. And Listening to the 

Community.  There is a booklet of monthly devotions written by pastors 

and members of NWOS churches.  There is also an eight-session Bible 

resource created by the NWOS staff.  If you are interested in these 

materials call Dana in the church office.  They have been downloaded on 

the church computer. 
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Sermon Notes 
 

Write 3 teachings or ideas you heard in today’s sermon: 

 

1. 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

Something I might do to put this sermon into practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write a brief prayer relating to the sermon. 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by 
notifying the church office of any changes, 
additions or deletions. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS:  for Pastor Susan Kronbach and her worship leadership.  
Thanks be to God! 

MEMBERS:  Becky Bean, JoLynn Stewart, Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, Jim 
Wymer, Rick Van Mooy, Kolton Williams, Ron Bean, Cheryl & John Kruse, 
Shirley Heilman, Larry Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn 
Ziegler, Bertha Carter, Barb Williams. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:  Frances Bullock, Eli Swartz, Riley Guy, Kelli 
Sterling, Mr. Doherty, Kristen, Jennifer Dochod, Ron Stewart, Chase, Bob, 
Cheryl, A.J., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley, Richard 
Roberts, Deanna Griffith, Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy.  

MILITARY:  for all those who are in training and who are serving in the 
military & their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving 
families and friends of those who died while serving. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma 
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all 
our bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS 
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central 
Conference congregations. 

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another.  For world leaders to seek guidance from you. 
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Living “Words with Friends” 
 

Playgrounds still resound with “sticks and stones may break my bones, 

but words will never hurt me.” But those words ring hollow. As adults, and 

as children, we know only too well the power of words to do harm. In 

contrast, the scriptures for today point us to the word that bears hope, 

promise, and life. Human words can hurt or fail, but now we hear this holy 

word of wisdom, challenge, instruction, and hope that really does form us 

in God’s promise. Rather than words that tear down, we are invited by the 

prophets and Jesus into God’s living words with and among friends. Jesus, 

in coming home and attending the synagogue, reads from the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah. Jesus announces good news to 

those struggling economically on the fringes of 

society, hope to those who are imprisoned, 

healing to those without sight, a lifting of the 

burden from those who are weighed down or 

oppressed, and even the in-breaking of a holy 

year of favor. Standing in a tradition of 

prophets and priests who speak, engage, and 

teach God’s word, Jesus now offers one thing 

more—fulfillment. The words of those who 

dream and hope, who work for justice and 

mercy on behalf of God, are now true. Today as we look around and see 

people spending time speaking, reading, and even playing games with 

words, this is an opportunity to ground ourselves in the one full Word that 

bears life. This word counters sticks and stones and all that oppresses; 

Jesus address announces God’s liberating actions. This Word sounds 

promise to all who hear; it is an invitation to see God at work among God’s 

people. 

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105 

419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 

mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

