%lcome to %rship

St. Luke’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
March 16, 2025

The Second Sunday in Lent
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Disciples and Ministers: All the People
Pastor:

NWOS Bishop: Daniel Beaudoin

ELCA Presiding Bishop: Elizabeth Eaton
Companion Church: Mwanawotta, Tanzania
Web Page: http://www.stlukesnb.org
eMail: StLukesNB@gmail.com

Church Phone: 419-257-3253

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole
life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message.

Assisting in Worship

Organist: Janet Goldner
Worship Leader: SAM Paul Brooks \{
Scripture Reader and Prayer Leader: Tiffany Mika B\
Ushers: JoLynn & Don Stewart

/"
Videographer: Beth Williams @w
To the Glory of God ‘

March: available for signup
March: available for signup
March: available for signup

The North Baltimore Food Pantry

The requested donations for March are soap, shampoo, deodorant, and
toothpaste. Please give joyously and generously so the no one goes
hungry.

The Lenten Wednesday Bible Study

Will continue this Wednesday, March 19, with soup and sandwiches at 6pm

and The Chosen at 7pm. All are welcome.
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Order of Worship

Second Sunday in Lent, March 16, 2025

God is glad you have joined us for worship today. Atthe symbol ' assembly members may make the
sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.
*please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER REQUESTS
PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER

Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music. When you breathe in, pray,
“Loving God.” When you exhale, pray, “help me to love like Jesus.”

THE GREETING

Leader: the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. ALL: and also with you.

*GATHERING HYMN #790 DAY BY DAY
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding
love.

Please take a moment for silent confession.
Leader: Compassionate One,

ALL: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our
lives do not always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not
show others the tender compassion you have shown to us. We do
not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all
people. We oppress others, even though you have set us free again



and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform
our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

Leader: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to
welcome the wandering ones home. In "® Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever. ALL: Amen.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader: Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day.

ALL: God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise
everlasting life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and
shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reighs
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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FIRST READING GENESIS 15:1-12,17-18

Reader: Afterthese things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision,
“Do not be afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”
2But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for | continue
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” > And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is
to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not
be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” >He
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars,
if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.” © And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to
him as righteousness.

"Then he said to him, “I am the LorD who brought you from Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” ¢ But he said, “O Lord Gop,
how am | to know that | shall possess it?” ° He said to him, “Bring me a
heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old,
a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 1 He brought him all these and cut
them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the
birds in two. X And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram
drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep
and terrifying darkness descended upon him.

17”When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces. € On that day the LORD made
a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants | give this land, from
the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.



PSALM READING (responsively) PsALM 27

Reader: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear?
The LoRD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?

ALL: When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh, they,
my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.

Reader: Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.
Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.

ALL: One thing | ask of the Lord; one thing | seek; that | may dwell
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the
beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple.

Reader: For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the
hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock

ALL: Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who
surround me. Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary,
sacrifices of rejoicing; | will sing and make music to the Lord.

Reader: Hear my voice, O LorRD, when | call; have mercy on me and
answer me.

ALL: My heart speaks your message — “Seek my face.” Your face,
O Lord, | will seek.

Reader: Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in
anger. Cast me not away — you have been my helper; forsake me not, O
God of my salvation.

ALL: Though my father and my mother forsake me, the Lord will
take me in.

Reader: Teach me your way, O LORD; lead me on a level path, because of
My OppPressors.

ALL: Subject me not to the will of my foes, for they rise up against
me, false withesses breathing violence.
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Reader: This | believe — that | will see the goodness of the LORD in the
land of the living!

ALL: Wait for the Lord and be strong. Take heart and wait for the

Lord!
Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING PHILIPPIANS 3:17—4:1

Reader: Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who
live according to the example you have in us. ¢ For many live as enemies
of the cross of Christ; | have often told you of them, and now | tell you even
with tears. 2 Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory
is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 2°But our
citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humiliation that
it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also
enables him to make all things subject to himself. 1 Therefore, my
brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL READING LUKE 13:31-35

Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will deter Jesus from his
sacrificial mission.

Leader: There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the
Gospel of Luke chapter 13. ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.

Leader: At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, “Get
away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and
tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, | am casting out demons and performing cures
today and tomorrow, and on the third day | finish my work. 3°Yet today,
tomorrow, and the next day | must be on my way, because it is impossible
for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often have | desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her
brood under her wings, and you were not willing! > See, your house is left
to you. And | tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you
say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.””

Leader: The gospel of the Lord. ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.
THE MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY #326 BLESS Now, O GOD, THE JOURNEY

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
ALL: | believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION

Prayer Leader: Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church,
the world, and all those in need.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer Leader: God in your mercy, ALL: receive our prayer.

We pray for Rose Marie, Mike, Nancy, John, Becky, JoLynn, Emily, Carl,
Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, Shirley, Larry, Bob, Caroline, Marilyn,
Bertha, Barb, Bobby, Frances, Eli, Riley, Mr. Doherty, Kristen, Jennifer,
Ron, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery, Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard,
Laura, Michael, Cindy, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, David, LUAnn, Colene,
Eva, Eric, Lisa, Chris, Arlene, Bob, Don, Ashley, Pat, and Gordon.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
Please share God’s peace with those worshiping around you.

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS

Leader: As we present our tithes and offerings today, we remember that
everything we have comes from God. Let us give with gratitude for all we
have received remembering the greatest gift of all, Christ Jesus.

OFFERTORY
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186 CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART



*OFFERING PRAYER
Leader: Let us pray together.

ALL: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your
bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures
with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you. ALL: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts. ALL: We lift them to the Lord.

Leader: Let us given thanks to the Lord our God. ALL: it is right to give
our thanks and praise.

Leader: And so, with all creatures and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and sing;:
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of
milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to
life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

ALL: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on
these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your
presence. ALL: Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body
of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning
with justice, peace, and love. ALL: Come, Holy Spirit.
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In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us saying,
*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT Us

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Leader: All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.
DISTRIBUTION

*THE TABLE BLESSING

Leader: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. ALL: Amen




*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313 O LorD NOw LET YOUR SERVANT
(VERSE 1)

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Leader: Please join with me in prayer.

ALL: Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made
us new. Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our
communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world into
freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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*BLESSING

Leader: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling
Spirit, bless you now and forever, in the name of the Father, & the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.

*TheAmenl—f}gﬁaa{j&i;;a:;;

U—:-men. A-men. A - - -  men
*SENDING HYMN #773 PRECIOUS LORD, TAKE MY HAND
*DISMISSAL

Leader: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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ToDAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS

Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, and back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2025
Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497. All rights reserved.

“Day by Day™” TexT: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Lead, 1936-2005 © 1992 Augsburg Fortress Music: Oskar

Ahnfelt, 1813-1882

“Bless Now, O God the Journey” TEXT: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 © 1991 GIA Publications Music: Welsh tune, 19t cent.

“Create in Me a Clean Heart” PuUBLIC DOMAIN

“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” TexT: Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis  Music: Finnish folk tune; arr.

hymnal version TEXT © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress (#313)

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” TexT: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993  Music: George N. Allen, 1812-1877, adapt. Thomas A. Dorsey
TEXT AND Music ©1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin Hal Leonard Corp.

All scripture readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

FCave a Plessed day!
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I Ourm% Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by
notifying the church office of any changes,
&P \1/
%\y\/;_\/\\/_/ additions or deletions.
RN
WE GIVE THANKS: for family and friends with whom to share the journey
of Lent. Thanks be to God!

MEMBERS: Rose Marie Hosley, Mike Wheeler, Nancy Wymer, John
Stewart, Becky Bean, JoLynn Stewart, Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, Jim
Wymer, Rick Van Mooy, Kolton Williams, Ron Bean, Cheryl & John Kruse,

Shirley Heilman, Larry Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn
Ziegler, Bertha Carter, Barb Williams.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Jo Mineo, Bobby, Frances Bullock, Eli Swartz,
Riley Guy, Mr. Doherty, Kristen, Jennifer Dochod, Ron Stewart, Chase,
Cheryl, A.J., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley, Richard
Roberts, Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy.

MILITARY: for all those who are in training and who are serving in the
military & their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving
families and friends of those who died while serving.

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma

Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS: all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all
our bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central
Conference congregations.

THE WORLD: for peace in our country and around the world. For the end
of violence against one another. For world leaders to seek guidance from you.
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Purpose and Perseverance

This week’s gospel text from Luke presents another temptation for Jesus.
The Pharisees approach Jesus with a warning about his safety, telling him
to “get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you” (Luke 13:31). Not only
do the Pharisees want Jesus to leave, but one can assume they also want
Jesus to stop doing what he was doing: speaking against the Pharisees,
teaching about God, and healing on the
sabbath. We know the Pharisees are “very
hostile” (Luke 11:53) toward Jesus, so we can
conclude that their warning is not a genuine
expression of concern but rather an attempt
to stop his mission and ministry.

However, Jesus will not be distracted or
turned away from his purpose, even if that
includes moving toward his own death in
Jerusalem. In Jesus’ ability to fulfill his
purpose, even in the midst of opposition, we find inspiration as we seek to
live our lives in concert with God’s purposes. As Christians, Jesus’ purpose
is our purpose. The church, the body of Christ, doesn’t exist for itself.
Rather, the church exists to be a partner with God in God’s mission to love,
bless, and reconcile the world.

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105
419-257-3253 StLukesNB@gmail.com
Church Office Hours M-F9-1
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