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St. Luke’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
March 9, 2025

The First Sunday 1n Lent
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Disciples and Ministers: All the People
Pastor:

NWOS Bishop: Daniel Beaudoin

ELCA Presiding Bishop: Elizabeth Eaton
Companion Church: Mwanawotta, Tanzania
Web Page: http://www.stlukesnb.org
eMail: StLukesNB@gmail.com

Church Phone: 419-257-3253

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole
life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message.

Assisting in Worship

Organist: Janet Goldner

Worship Leader: SAM Paul Brooks

Scripture Reader and Prayer Leader: Pam Van Mooy
Ushers: Jill Guy, Zach Stewart

Videographer: Beth Williams

To the Glory of God

March: available for signup
March: available for signup
March: available for signup

The North Baltimore Food Pantry

The requested donations for March are soap, shampoo, deodorant, and
toothpaste. Please give joyously and generously so the no one goes
hungry.

March is Women’s History Month

Women’s History Month is a wonderful time to acknowledge the impact of
women in your life and on the whole world. See the March Newsletter for
ideas on how you might celebrate the women in your life.


http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

Order of Worship

First Sunday in Lent, March 9, 2025

God is glad you have joined us for worship today. Atthe symbol ' assembly members may make the
sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.
*please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.
Pandemic update: we will continue monitoring the CDC and following their guidelines.

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER REQUESTS
PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER

Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music. When you breathe in, pray,
“Loving God.” When you exhale, pray, “help me to love like Jesus.”

THE GREETING

Leader: the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. ALL: and also with you.

*GATHERING HYMN #742 WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, "® one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding
love.
Please take a moment for silent confession.

Leader: Compassionate One,

ALL: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our
lives do not always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not
show others the tender compassion you have shown to us. We do
not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all
people. We oppress others, even though you have set us free again



and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform
our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.
Leader: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to

welcome the wandering ones home. In "® Christ your sins are forgiven.
You have a place in God’s house forever. ALL: Amen.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader: Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day.

ALL: O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and
brought them to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following
your Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness of this world
toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever. Amen.
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FIRST READING DEUTERONOMY 26:1-11

Reader: When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving
you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you
shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest
from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall putitin a
basket and go to the place that the LorD your God will choose as a dwelling
for his name. 2 You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and
say to him, “Today | declare to the LoRD your God that | have come into the
land that the LoRD swore to our ancestors to give us.” * When the priest
takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the
LoRrD your God, °you shall make this response before the LORD your God:
“A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and
lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great
nation, mighty and populous. ° When the Egyptians treated us harshly and
afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, ’ we cried to the LoRD, the God
of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil,
and our oppression. € The LoRD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand
and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs
and wonders; ?and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a
land flowing with milk and honey. ©So now | bring the first of the fruit of
the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before
the LorD your God and bow down before the LORD your God. ** Then you,
together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall
celebrate with all the bounty that the LoRrRD your God has given to you and
to your house.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.



PSALM READING (responsively) PsaLM 9:1-2, 9-16

Reader: You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the
shadow of the Almighty—

ALL: you will say to the LorD, “My refuge and my stronghold, my
God in whom | put my trust.”

Reader: Because you have made the LoRD your refuge, and the Most
High your habitation,

ALL: no evil will befall you, nor shall affliction come near your
dwelling.

Reader: For God will give the angels charge over you, to guard you in all
your ways.

ALL: Upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your
foot against a stone.

Reader: You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; you will trample down
the lion and the serpent.

ALL: 1 will deliver those who cling to me; | will uphold them,
because they know my name.

Reader: They will call me, and | will answer them; | will be with them in
trouble; | will rescue and honor them.

ALL: With long life will | satisfy them, and show them my salvation.
Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING ROMANS 10:8b-13
Reader: “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); © because if you confess with
your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. ° For one believes with the heart and so
is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. ** The
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scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 2 For
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of
all and is generous to all who call on him. 2 For, “Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL READING LUKE 4:1-13

After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. Through his
responses to the temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to be called “the Son of God.”’

Leader: There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the
Gospel of Luke chapter 4. ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.

Leader: Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led
by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by
the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over,
he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” # Jesus answered him, “It
is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.””

5Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms
of the world. ¢ And the devil said to him, “To you | will give their glory and
all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and | give it to anyone |
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please. ’ If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” ¢ Jesus answered
him, “It is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”” 2Then the devil took
him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, °for it is
written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’
11and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your
foot against a stone.””

12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.”” 12When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him
until an opportune time.

Leader: The gospel of the Lord. ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.
THE MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY #704 WHEN PAIN OF THE WORLD SURROUNDS US

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
ALL: | believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION

Prayer Leader: Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church,
the world, and all those in need.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer Leader: God in your mercy, ALL: receive our prayer.

We pray for Mike, Nancy, John, Becky, JoLynn, Emily, Carl, Jim, Rick,
Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, Shirley, Larry, Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Bertha,
Barb, Bobby, Frances, Eli, Riley, Mr. Doherty, Kristen, Jennifer, Ron, Chase,
Cheryl, AJ., Mavery, Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard, Laura,
Michael, Cindy, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, David, LuAnn, Colene, Eva,
Eric, Lisa, Chris, Arlene, Bob, Don, Ashley, Pat, and Gordon.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
Please share God’s peace with those worshiping around you.
INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS

Leader: As we present our tithes and offerings today, let us open our eyes,
ears and hearts to the mission of God’s church in this community and
worldwide. May we be empowered with the knowledge that our giving is
an act of trust in God’s unfailing promises.

OFFERTORY
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186 CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART




*OFFERING PRAYER
Leader: Let us pray.

ALL: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world. Deepen our commitment to sharing
those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you. ALL: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts. ALL: We lift them to the Lord.

Leader: Let us given thanks to the Lord our God. ALL: it is right to give
our thanks and praise.

Leader: And so, with all creatures and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and sing;:
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of
milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to
life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

ALL: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on
these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your
presence. ALL: Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body
of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning
with justice, peace, and love. ALL: Come, Holy Spirit.
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In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us saying,
*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT Us

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Leader: All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.
DISTRIBUTION

*THE TABLE BLESSING

Leader: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. ALL: Amen



*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313 O LorD NOw LET YOUR SERVANT

(VERSE 1)
O Lord, Now Let Your Servant
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Leader: Please join with me in prayer.

ALL: Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made
us new. Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our
communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world into
freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*BLESSING

Leader: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling
Spirit, bless you now and forever, in the name of the Father, ¥ the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.

13



I 9“ | 1 + 1: ,; z ,J :
*The Amen = T - e = =
V4 ~
J A -men. A -men A - = = men.
*SENDING HYMN #810 O Jesus, | HAVE PROMISED

*DISMISSAL
Leader: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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ToDAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS

Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, and back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2025
Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497. All rights reserved.

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” PUBLIC DOMAIN

“When Pain of the World Surrounds Us” TexT: Jim Strathdee, b. 1941  Music: Jim Strathdee TEXT AND MusiCc © 1978 Desert Flowers
Music

“Create in Me a Clean Heart” PuBLIC DOMAIN

“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” TexT: Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis  Music: Finnish folk tune; arr.
hymnal version TExT © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress (#313)

“O Jesus, | Have Promised” PuBLIC DOMAIN“

All scripture readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Meal of soup & sandwiches @ 6pm

215 N. 2nd St.

North Baltimore, OH DISCUSSIOH @ 7pm




Un Ourm Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by

\ | / notifying the church office of any changes,

“\y additions or deletions.
/&,—/

WE GIVE THANKS: for God’s grace in the healing of Kelli Sterling and
Deanna Griffith. Thanks be to God!

MEMBERS: Rose Marie Hosley, Mike Wheeler, Nancy Wymer, John
Stewart, Becky Bean, JoLynn Stewart, Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, Jim
Wymer, Rick Van Mooy, Kolton Williams, Ron Bean, Cheryl & John Kruse,

Shirley Heilman, Larry Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn
Ziegler, Bertha Carter, Barb Williams.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Jo Mineo, Bobby, Frances Bullock, Eli Swartz,
Riley Guy, Mr. Doherty, Kristen, Jennifer Dochod, Ron Stewart, Chase,
Cheryl, A.J., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley, Richard
Roberts, Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy.

MILITARY: for all those who are in training and who are serving in the

military & their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving
families and friends of those who died while serving.

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma

Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS: all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all
our bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central
Conference congregations.

THE WORLD: for peace in our country and around the world. For the end
of violence against one another. For world leaders to seek guidance from you.
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An ldentity on Which We Can Rely

In Luke’s gospel, the story of Jesus’ temptation comes immediately after
his baptism and a lengthy listing of his ancestors. Both help confirm the
identity of Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of God. Now Jesus is led into
the wilderness, where his identity is put to the test by the devil. The specific
temptations are in some ways secondary to the question that introduces
two of them. Twice the devil asks, “If you are the Son
of God...” (Luke 4:3, 9), perhaps implying that the
devil believes he knows better than Jesus what it
means to be God’s Son. But Jesus, “full of the Holy
Spirit,” is able to stand firm in his identity and deny
the devil’'s attempts to redefine who he is.

In our baptisms, we too are given the identity of God’s
child, and we are given the presence of the Holy
Spirit. Our baptisms do not protect us from temptation, even as Jesus
himself endured temptation. However, in our baptisms we are given an
identity that can help us endure the temptations and the challenges that
our lives are bound to include. Baptism gives us the confidence to trust
that our identity is defined by our relationship to God, and not by anything
else. In this confidence, we can accept our failures and shortcomings and
live boldly in @ manner that seeks to emulate Christ’s own life.

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105
419-257-3253 StLukesNB@gmail.com
Church Office Hours M-F9-1
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