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Disciples and Ministers: All the People
Pastor: SAM Paul Brooks

NWOS Bishop: Daniel Beaudoin

ELCA Presiding Bishop: Elizabeth Eaton
Companion Church: Mwanawotta, Tanzania
Web Page: http://www.stlukesnb.org
eMail: StLukesNB@gmail.com

Church Phone: 419-257-3253

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole
life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message.

Assisting in Worship

Organist: Janet Goldner

Worship Leader: SAM Paul Brooks

Scripture Reader & Prayer Leader: Dwight Patterson X A
Ushers: Jace McCartney, Guy McCartney R‘ #
Videographer: Beth Williams <

To the Glory of God K ¥

May Candles: available for signup you
May Bulletins: Laura & Tony Damon
May Newsletters: Laura & Tony Damon

The North Baltimore Food Pantry

The requested donations for IMIAY are peanut butter, jellies, and jams.
Please give joyously and generously so that no one goes without.
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Order of Worship

Fourth Sunday of Easter, April 11, 2025

God is glad you have joined us for worship today. Atthe symbol ' assembly members may make the
sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.
*please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER REQUESTS
PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER

Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music. When you breathe in, pray,
“Loving God.” When you exhale, pray, “help me to love like Jesus.”

THE GREETING

Leader: the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. ALL: and also with you.

*GATHERING HYMN #774 \WHAT A FELLOWSHIP, WHAT A JOY DIVINE

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
ALL: Christisrisen, indeed. Alleluia!
Leader: In the name of " the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
ALL: Amen.

Leader: Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live
the baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make
a people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be
withesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One,

ALL: make us one as you are one.



Leader:

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that

strengthen believers and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own
making. Baptized into you, O Living One,

ALL: make us one as you are one.

Leader: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open
the hearts of believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;

waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit's power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

ALL: make us one as you are one.

Leader: Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is
shaped by these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.

ALL: Amen.
* CANTICLE OF PRAISE

THIS IS THE FEAST
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader: Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day.

ALL: O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal
covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do your
will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING ACTS 9:36-43

Reader: Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha,
which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of
charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed
her, they laid her in a room upstairs. ¢ Since Lydda was near Joppa, the
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the
request, “Please come to us without delay.” 3°So Peter got up and went
with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the
widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing
that Dorcas had made while she was with them. “° Peter put all of them
outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and
said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she
sat up. “* He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints
and widows, he showed her to be alive. ““ This became known throughout
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 2 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for
some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.

PSALM READING (in unison) PSALM 23
The LorD | is my shepherd; | shall not | be in want.

The LorD makes me lie down | in green pastures and leads me beside
still waters.

You restore my | soul, O LorD, and guide me along right pathways ! for
your name’s sake.

Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall | fear
no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence ! of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.



Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ! of my life, and
| will dwell in the house of the ! LorD forever.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING REVELATION 7:9-17

Reader: After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm
branches in their hands. °They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!”

11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, *?singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might  be to our God forever and
ever! Amen.”

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from?” 1“1 said to him, “Sir, you are the
one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out
of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb. *°For this reason they are before the throne of
God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is
seated on the throne will shelter them. ©They will hunger no more, and
thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 7 for
the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes.”

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Setting 3 #142
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*GOSPEL READING JOHN 10:22-30

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the
Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will
never be snatched from his hand.

Leader: There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the
Gospel of John chapter 10. ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.

Leader: 2?At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in
Jerusalem. It was winter, ?>and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the
portico of Solomon. 2% So the Jews gathered around him and said to him,
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us
plainly.” 2> Jesus answered, “| have told you, and you do not believe. The
works that | do in my Father’s name testify to me; 2¢ but you do not believe,
because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. | know
them, and they follow me. 221 give them eternal life, and they will never
perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 2° What my Father has
given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the
Father’s hand. °° The Father and | are one.”

Leader: The gospel of the Lord. ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.
THE MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY #419 FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL WOMEN
(verses 1, 2, and last)

*THE NICENE CREED

ALL: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION

Prayer Leader: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in
prayer for the church, the world, and all who are in need.




* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer Leader: Hear us, O God, ALL: your mercy is great.

We pray for Rose Marie, Mike, Nancy, John, Becky, JoLynn, Emily, Carl,
Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, Shirley, Larry, Bob, Caroline, Marilyn,
Bertha, Barb, Nickie, Eli, Riley, Mr. Doherty, Ron, Chase, Cheryl, A.J,,
Mavery, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard, Laura, Michael, Cindy, John, Gary,
Paul, Sue, Betty, David, LUAnn, Colene, Eva, Eric, Lisa, Don, Ashley, Mary,
Pat, Gordon, Ellery, Ari, and Josh.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
Please share God’s peace with those worshiping around you.

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS

Leader: We come, we sing, we listen, we pray. Let us now give of ourselves
through our tithes and offerings to serve the ministry and mission of this
congregation, this community, and all of God’s world.

OFFERTORY
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186 CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART

*OFFERING PRAYER
Leader: Let us pray.

ALL: Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace
along with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your
life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your
risen body in the world. Amen.

10



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you. ALL: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts. ALL: We lift them to the Lord.

Leader: Let us given thanks to the Lord our God. ALL: it is right to give
our thanks and praise.

Leader: And so, with all creatures and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and sing:
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Leader: Inthe nightin which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and

11



for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his
coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought
but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share
in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your
holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, " Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever. In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the
prayer Jesus taught us saying,

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT UsS

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever and ever. Amen

12



*THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Leader: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.
DISTRIBUTION

*THE TABLE BLESSING

Leader: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. ALL: Amen

*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313 O LORD NOW LET YOUR SERVANT
(VERSE 1)
O Lord, Now Let Your Servant
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Leader: Please join with me in prayer.

ALL: Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim
your risen life to a wounded and weary world. Amen.

*BLESSING

Leader: The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign,
X Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and
always. In the name of the Father, "® the Son and the Holy Spirit.

| )
*The Amen pf——+———+| 1 -2
N—= =z z &
oJ A - men. A -men A - - - men.
*SENDING HYMN #778 THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD

*DISMISSAL
Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen. ALL: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Leader: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
ALL: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

O N N N N N N N N I N I I N N N N N N N

Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by
notifying the church office of any changes,
\1/
xS — additions or deletions.

———d

WE GIVE THANKS: for all mothers. Thanks be to God!

In Onr "

&r?ngy
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MEMBERS: Rose Marie Hosley, Mike Wheeler, Nancy Wymer, John Stewart,
Becky Bean, JoLynn Stewart, Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, Jim Wymer, Rick Van
Mooy, Kolton Williams, Ron Bean, Cheryl & John Kruse, Shirley Heilman, Larry
Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Bertha Carter, Barb
Williams.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Nickie Whitman, Jo Mineo, Eli Swartz, Riley Guy,
Mr. Doherty, Ron Stewart, Chase, Cheryl, A.]., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan,
Brent Bradley, Richard Roberts, Laura, Michael Sullivan, Cindy.

MILITARY: for all those who are in training and who are serving in the military &
their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving families and
friends of those who died while serving.

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS: all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all our
bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS (Northwestern
Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central Conference
congregations.

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma

Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

THE WORLD: for peace in our country and around the world. For the end of

violence against one another. For world leaders to seek guidance from you.

TobAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS

Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, and back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2025
Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497. All rights reserved.

“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” TexT: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929  Music: Anthony |. Showalter, 1858-1924

“For All the Faithful Women” TexT: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 © 1993 GIA Publications Music: Finnish folk tune

“Create in Me a Clean Heart” PuUBLIC DOMAIN

“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” TexT: Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis  Music: Finnish folk tune; arr.
hymnal version TEXT © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress (#313)

“The Lord’s My Shepherd” Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650 Music: James L. Macbeth Bain; arr. Gordon Jacob,
1895-1984 Arr © Oxford University Press

All scripture readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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The Searching Sheep

Messages and information today are texted, tweeted, broadcast, e-mailed,
phoned, lectured, announced, packaged, and repackaged. The means and
avenues for communication are many. Yet when it comes to the person
known as Jesus of Nazareth we are often left standing in the place of the
Jewish people who gathered around Jesus at that portico (John 10:22-23).
We long to know, Who are you, Jesus? and perhaps want to probe, What
are you really about? Of course the qualification is for him to “tell us
plainly” (John 10:24). As the church
we have grown accustomed to the
idea of Jesus seeking out the lost
sheep and bringing them safely
home—of knowing the sheep
intimately by name. Today’s texts are
rich in reframing who is searching for

& whom. Who is seeking after Jesus,
L and to what does that seeking lead?
Still, will we be satisfied with any answer? The faith of Tabitha and the
miracle-working Peter, the vision of saints and mythical beasts, and even
Jesus’ works point to one who is in and of God. Yet we wonder if it can’t
be spelled out for us more clearly. In this season of proclaiming a Christ
who breaks the powers of death and whose realm is one of glory, we open
ourselves to questions of exactly who this Jesus is—and see answers
coming to life in story, miracles, and testimony. Today is an opportunity for
us in weakness and glory, in doubt and in faith, in simplicity and awe to
seek and embrace the one who is already in our midst.

"‘%’K 215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105
Y= 4190573253 StLukesNB@gmail.com
Chist is RAgE, indeed! Church Office Hours M-F 9-1

Allehuial
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