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 May 25, 2025 

Welcome to Worship  
    St. Luke’s Evangelical 

    Lutheran Church 
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Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Pastor: SAM Paul Brooks  

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Elizabeth Eaton  

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Phone: 419-257-3253 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner  
Worship Leader:   Pastor Ken Pollitz 
Scripture Reader & Prayer Leader:  Janet Goldner  
Ushers:  Jill Guy, Zach Stewart  
Videographer:  Beth Williams 

To the Glory of God
May Candles:  available for signup  

May Bulletins:  Laura & Tony Damon 

May Newsletters:  Laura & Tony Damon 

The North Baltimore Food Pantry 

The requested donations for MAY are peanut butter, jellies, and jams.  

Please give joyously and generously so that no one goes without. 

The flowers are given by Karen & Lynn Krauss in celebration of Rose 

Marie’s 91st birthday yesterday!  Happy Birthday! 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole 

life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as 
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the 
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com
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Order of Worship 
 Sixth Sunday of Easter, April 25, 2025 

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol  assembly members may make the 

sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  

 *please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.  
 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER REQUESTS 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, 

“Loving God.”  When you exhale, pray, “help me to love like Jesus.” 

THE GREETING 

Leader:  the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  ALL:  and also with you. 

*GATHERING HYMN #858   PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Leader:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

ALL:  Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

Leader:  In the name of  the One who was, who is, and who is to come. 

ALL:  Amen. 

Leader:  Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live 

the baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make 

a people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be 

witnesses in your name.  Baptized into you, O Living One, 

ALL:  make us one as you are one. 
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Leader:  We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that 

strengthen believers and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 

waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own 

making.  Baptized into you, O Living One, 

ALL:  make us one as you are one. 

Leader:  We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open 

the hearts of believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 

waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 

Baptized into you, O Living One,  

ALL:  make us one as you are one. 

Leader:  Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is 

shaped by these waters that give us our very lives in you.  We ask this in 

the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 

ALL:  Amen. 

* CANTICLE OF PRAISE   THIS IS THE FEAST  
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leader:  Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day.  

ALL:  Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you 

promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that 

empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the world you 

have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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FIRST READING   ACTS 16:9-15 

Reader:  During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia 

pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 
10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to 

Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news 

to them. 

11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the 

following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading 

city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this 

city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, 

where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke 

to the women who had gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a 

worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and 

a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what 

was said by Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, 

saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my 

home.” And she prevailed upon us.  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM READING                    (responsively) PSALM 67 

Reader:  May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s 

face shine upon us. 

ALL:  Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among 

all nations. 

Reader:  Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

ALL:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the 

peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  

Reader:  Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
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ALL:  The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, 

has blessed us. 

Reader:  May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth 

stand in awe. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING    GALATIANS 1:13-17; 2:11-21 

Reader:   You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was 

violently persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. 14 I 

advanced in Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for 

I was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 15 But when God, 

who had set me apart before I was born and called me through his grace, 

was pleased 16 to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among 

the Gentiles, I did not confer with any human being, 17 nor did I go up to 

Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before me, but I went away 

at once into Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus. 

2:11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because 

he stood self-condemned; 12 for until certain people came from James, he 

used to eat with the Gentiles. But after they came, he drew back and kept 

himself separate for fear of the circumcision faction. 13 And the other Jews 

joined him in this hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their 

hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not acting consistently with the 

truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, ‘If you, though a Jew, 

live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to 

live like Jews?’ 

15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know 

that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in 

Jesus Christ.  And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we 

might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of the law, 

because no one will be justified by the works of the law. 17 But if, in our 

effort to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be sinners, 



8 
 

is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 But if I build up again the 

very things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am a 

transgressor. 19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to 

God. I have been crucified with Christ; 20 and it is no longer I who live, but 

it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith 

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not nullify 

the grace of God; for if justification comes through the law, then Christ died 

for nothing.   

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Setting 3 #142 

 

 

  

   

    

 

 

*GOSPEL READING    JOHN 14:23-29 
As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who 
will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom 
God makes a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear.   
  
Leader:  There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the 

Gospel of John chapter 14.  ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Leader:    Jesus answered Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who love me will 

keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them 

and make our home with them. 24 Whoever does not love me does not 

keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the 

Father who sent me. 
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25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the 

Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 

you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If 

you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the 

Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, so 

that when it does occur, you may believe.” 

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord.  ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE MESSAGE   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY #888   O BEAUTIFUL FOR SPACIOUS SKIES 
 

*THE NICENE CREED 

ALL:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 

him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 

from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 

became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one 
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baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION 

Prayer Leader:  God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in 

prayer for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  O God of Love, ALL:  raise us to new life in Christ. 

We pray for Rose Marie, Mike, Nancy, John, Becky, JoLynn,  Emily, Carl, 

Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, Shirley, Larry, Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, 

Bertha, Barb, Frances, Eli, Riley, Mr. Doherty, Kristen, Jennifer, Ron, 

Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard, Laura, 

Michael, Cindy, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, David, LuAnn, Colene, Eva, 

Eric, Lisa, Don, Ashley, Mary, Pat, Gordon, Ellery, Ari, and Josh. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 ALL:  And also with you. 

Please share God’s peace with those worshiping around you. 

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS   

Leader:  As we present our tithes and offerings to God, we remember the 

sacrifice that Jesus made for us, and let us honor that sacrifice by giving 

generously with our whole heart.     

OFFERTORY 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186  CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART 

 

 



11 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Leader: Let us pray.  
ALL:  Lord God, we remember that your Son, Jesus our Lord, emptied 

himself and gave his life for us.  Grant us courage to empty ourselves, 

that we may serve humbly.  Keep us faithful.  Bless us and our gifts 

to your glory.  Amen. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    

Leader:  The Lord be with you.  ALL:  And also with you. 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts.  ALL:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader:  Let us given thanks to the Lord our God.  ALL:  it is right to give 

our thanks and praise. 

Leader:  And so, with all creatures and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and sing: 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  SETTING 3 HYMNAL PAGE 144 
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Leader:   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion 

and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his 

coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought 

but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and 

thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share 

in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 

grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your 

holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 

holy church, now and forever.  In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the 

prayer Jesus taught us saying, 

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT US 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

*THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Leader:  Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 

 DISTRIBUTION 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Leader:  Please join with me in prayer. 

ALL:  Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us.  

Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim 

your risen life to a wounded and weary world.  Amen.   

*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313  O LORD NOW LET YOUR SERVANT 
(VERSE 1) 
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*BLESSING 

Leader:  The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, 

 Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and 

always.  In the name of the Father,  the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

*The Amen 

 

*SENDING HYMN #765   LORD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS 

*DISMISSAL 

Leader:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  ALL:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Leader:  Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, and back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2025 

Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All rights reserved. 
 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   TEXT:  Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.         MUSIC:  
Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part II, Straslsund, 1665   PUBLIC DOMAIN 
“O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”  TEXT:  Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929     MUSIC:  Samuel A. Ward, 1848-1903 
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”   PUBLIC DOMAIN 
“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”  TEXT:  Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis     MUSIC:  Finnish folk tune; arr. 
hymnal version  TEXT © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress    (#313)    
“Lord of All Hopefulness”  TEXT:  Jan Struther, 1901-1953        MUSIC:  Irish Traditional  TEXT © Oxford University Press     

All scripture readings:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

 

Remember our fallen heroes, 

they are the reason we are free. 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by 
notifying the church office of any changes, 
additions or deletions. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS:  for all who have served in the military, past and present, 
and their families, for the sacrifices they made for the freedoms that we enjoy.  
Thanks be to God! 

MEMBERS:  Rose Marie Hosley, Mike Wheeler, Nancy Wymer, John 
Stewart, Becky Bean, JoLynn Stewart, Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, Jim 
Wymer, Rick Van Mooy, Kolton Williams, Ron Bean, Cheryl & John Kruse, 
Shirley Heilman, Larry Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn 
Ziegler, Bertha Carter, Barb Williams. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:  Nickie Whitman, Jo Mineo, Eli Swartz, Riley 
Guy, Mr. Doherty, Ron Stewart, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery Breece, 
Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley, Richard Roberts, Laura, Michael Sullivan, 
Cindy.  

MILITARY:  for all those who are in training and who are serving in the 
military & their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving 
families and friends of those who died while serving. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all 
our bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS 
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central 
Conference congregations. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma 
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another.  For world leaders to seek guidance from you. 
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Our Home-making God 
 

Into the midst of our anxiety and alarm we are offered a vision of a glorious 

future filled with promise—the promise 

that God will make a home with us. This 

is a promise of an ultimate future home—

a New Jerusalem!—but also a promise of 

God’s daily home-making presence in the 

hearts of all who believe. Paul has a 

vision of a cry for help from Macedonia, 

and his beloved church at Philippi is 

founded in the home and household of 

Lydia. In Revelation, John, turning from 

the lake of fire, is carried up in a vision and sees the New Jerusalem 

coming down, centered on the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. But 

no longer is there separation from God, weeping, or mourning, but now a 

restored creation where God and God’s people are at home together. 

Jesus promises that though he is going away, he will come to his disciples 

in the power of an advocate, the Holy Spirit, and that both he and the 

Father will make their home in all who believe. The gathering of the faithful 

assembly to receive Christ’s word and sacrament is a foretaste of that New 

Jerusalem, where God will finally and ultimately be at home with us, even 

as the Holy Trinity makes a home now in the hearts of all who believe. Into 

the anxieties and uncertainties of our everyday life we are offered both a 

vision of a glorious future when God will be at home with us and we will be 

at home with God, and a living foretaste of that same future: “We will come 

to them and make our home with them. . . . Peace I leave with you; my 

peace I give to you” (John 14:23b, 27a). 

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105 

419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 

mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

