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Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Pastor: SAM Paul Brooks  

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Elizabeth Eaton  

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Phone: 419-257-3253 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner  
Worship Leader:   Pastor Ken Pollitz 
Scripture Reader & Prayer Leader:  Tiffany Mika 
Ushers:   
Videographer:  Beth Williams 

To the Glory of God
July Candles:  Carol Williams  

June Bulletins: Carol Williams  

June Newsletters:  available for signup 

The North Baltimore Food Pantry 

The requested donations for JULY are canned fruits, vegies, and soups.  

Please give joyously and generously so that no one goes without.  Thank 

you. 

Gods Work Our Hands Service Project 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole 

life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as 
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the 
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

The requested items for July for our “Thanksgiving in a Bag” project are 

small/individual packages of instant mashed potatoes and cans of corn. 

See the July newsletter for full details.  Thank you. 

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com
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Order of Worship 
 Sunday, June 29, 2025 

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol  assembly members may make the 

sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  

 *please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.  
 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER REQUESTS 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, 

“Loving God.”  When you exhale, pray, “help me to love like Jesus.” 

THE GREETING 

Leader:  the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  ALL:  and also with you. 

*GATHERING HYMN #533   OPEN NOW THY GATES OF BEAUTY 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 

Leader:  Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Please take a moment for silent confession. 

Leader:  Merciful God, 

ALL:  you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and 

follow our own way.  You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but 

we turn away from the abundant life you offer.  You surround us with 

patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what 

is right.  In your mercy, forgive us.  Do not give up on us.  Heal us, 

break our bonds, and show us the path of life.  Amen. 
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*KYRIE  

Leader:  In Peace let us pray to the Lord.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord.   ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  ALL:  Lord, 

have mercy. 

Leader:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  ALL: Amen.   

Leader:  You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through 

faith.  In the cross of  Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

ALL:  Amen. 

* CANTICLE OF PRAISE   GLORY TO GOD  
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leader:  Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day.  

ALL:  Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and 

you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your 

Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly 

follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

FIRST READING   1 KINGS 19:15-16, 19-21 

Reader:  Then the LORD said to Elijah, “Go, return on your way to the 

wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king 

over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; 

and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in 

your place.” 

19 So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was 

plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with 

the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 20 He left 

the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, 

and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what 

have I done to you?” 21 He returned from following him, took the yoke of 

oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled 

their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and 

followed Elijah, and became his servant.  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM READING                    (responsively) PSALM 16 

Reader:  Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the 

LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 

ALL:  All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those 

who are noble among the people. 
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Reader: But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles 

multiplied. 

ALL:  I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take 

their names upon my lips.  

Reader: O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who up hold my 

lot. 

ALL:  My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich 

inheritance. 

Reader: I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me 

night after night. 

ALL:  I have set the Lord always before me; because God is at my 

right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

Reader: My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also 

shall rest in hope. 

ALL:  For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one 

see the pit. 

Reader: You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness 

of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING   GALATIANS 5:13-25 

Reader:  For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do 

not submit again to a yoke of slavery 

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 

your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love 

become slaves to one another. 14 For the whole law is summed up in a 

single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If, 
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 

consumed by one another. 
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16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For 

what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires 

is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent 

you from doing what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 

not subject to the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: 

fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 

jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, 

carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: 

those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 

against such things. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 

the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also 

be guided by the Spirit.   

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Setting 3 #142 
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*GOSPEL READING    LUKE 9:51-62 
Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed 
by pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-
mindedness.   

Leader:  There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the 

Gospel of Luke chapter 9.  ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Leader:  When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face 

to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way 

they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but they 

did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When 

his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 

command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55 But he 

turned and rebuked them. 56 Then they went on to another village. 

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow 

you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and 

birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 

head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me 

go and bury my father.” 60 But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their 

own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another 

said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my 

home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord.  ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE MESSAGE   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY #606   OUR FATHER, WE HAVE WANDERED 
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

ALL:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.  Amen 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION 

Prayer Leader:  Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our 

prayers for the wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation. 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  God of Grace, ALL:  hear our prayer. 

We pray for Bertha, Eloise, Rose Marie, Mike, Nancy, John, Becky, JoLynn,  

Emily, Carl, Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, Shirley, Larry, Bob, 

Caroline, Marilyn, Barb, Nickie, Jo, Eli, Riley, Mr. Doherty, Ron, Chase, 

Cheryl, A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard, Laura, Michael, Cindy, 

John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, David, LuAnn, Colene, Eva, Eric, Lisa, Don, 

Ashley, Mary, Pat, Gordon, Ellery, Ari, and Josh. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 ALL:  And also with you. 

Please share God’s peace with those worshiping around you. 
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INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS   

Leader:  The God of heaven and earth, of all of creation, holds each one 

of us in tender love and care. God is gracious and good, and no one is 

insignificant in God's eyes. Let us gather our gifts together and offer them 

to God in gratitude and praise for these gifts from God.     

OFFERTORY 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186  CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Leader: Let us pray.  
ALL:  Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and 

the harvest is plentiful.  Strengthen us at your table with these gifts 

of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    

Leader:  The Lord be with you.  ALL:  And also with you. 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts.  ALL:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader:  Let us given thanks to the Lord our God.  ALL:  it is right to give 

our thanks and praise. 

Leader:  And so, with all creatures and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and sing: 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  SETTING 3 HYMNAL PAGE 144 
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Leader:   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes. 

To you, O God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 

holy church, now and forever.  In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the 

prayer Jesus taught us saying, 

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT US 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

*THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Leader:  The kingdom of God is set before you.  Eat and rejoice. 

DISTRIBUTION 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Leader:  Please join with me in prayer. 

ALL:  Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank 

deeply of your grace.  Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors 

as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313  O LORD NOW LET YOUR SERVANT 
(VERSE 1) 
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*BLESSING 

Leader:  The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ 

fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit  bless you and give you peace. 

*The Amen 

 

*SENDING HYMN #773    PRECIOUS LORD, TAKE MY HAND 

*DISMISSAL 

Leader:  Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, and back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2025 

Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All rights reserved. 
 

“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”   TEXT: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1727; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.   MUSIC:  Joachim 
Neander, 1650-1680 
“Our Father, We Have Wandered”  TEXT:  Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006  © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.  
MUSIC:  Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750  
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”   PUBLIC DOMAIN 
“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”  TEXT:  Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis     MUSIC:  Finnish folk tune; arr. 
hymnal version  TEXT © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress    (#313)    
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  TEXT:  Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993        MUSIC:  George N. Allen, 1812-1877, adapt. Thomas A. Dorsey   
TEXT AND MUSIC ©1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin Hal Leonard Corp. 

All scripture readings:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

 

 

 
Have a blessed day! 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by 
notifying the church office of any changes, 
additions or deletions. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS:  all of God's goodness and blessings "from sea to shining 
sea."  Thanks be to God! 

MEMBERS:   Bertha Carter, Eloise Matthes, Rose Marie Hosley, Mike 
Wheeler, Nancy Wymer, John Stewart, JoLynn Stewart, Emily Meyerson, 
Carl Lieser, Jim Wymer, Rick Van Mooy, Kolton Williams, Ron Bean, 
Cheryl & John Kruse, Shirley Heilman, Larry Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, 
Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Barb Williams. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:  Amy Stewart, Nickie Whitman, Jo Mineo, Eli 
Swartz, Riley Guy, Mr. Doherty, Ron Stewart, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery 
Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley, Richard Roberts, Michael Sullivan, 
Cindy.  

MILITARY:  for all those who are in training and who are serving in the 
military & their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving 
families and friends of those who died while serving. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all 
our bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS 
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central 
Conference congregations. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma 
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another.  For world leaders to seek guidance from you. 

Just keep praying!
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Asking Everything 
 

What does it mean to be a disciple? Today’s texts answer this question in 

various ways. 

Elisha was given the burdensome mantle of Elijah. Up until this point he’d 

simply been a student of the great prophet. Then, without much warning, 

Elijah passed the leadership responsibility onto him and transitioned 

dramatically from this life into the next. Because it was an immense 

responsibility, Elisha asked his master for a double portion of his spirit and 

was given it. God generously provided for Elisha so that he could faithfully 

continue Elijah’s work. 

Paul spells out the mission before us. Last week, he pointed out the power 

we’ve been given through our baptism. Now he explains that with the Spirit 

of God within, our lives should be different. He contrasts the work of the 

flesh with the fruit of the Spirit. We are called to use our freedom in Christ 

for good, so that God can transform our lives and empower us for ministry. 

In the gospel, Jesus faces more resistance from those he’s called. People 

conjure up all sorts of excuses why they can’t start right away, but Jesus 

will have none of it. He’s calling and he wants a straight answer now. 

You’re in or you’re out. He makes it clear that answering his call and living 

the life of discipleship requires no less than everything. 

These passages are difficult. They show how much God is demanding of 

those who wish to follow. Those called are asked to give everything. No 

wonder there is resistance. Yet, they also remind us that the Spirit will 

support our work and, in turn, give us everything to enable us to answer 

the call. 

 

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105 

419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 

mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

