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St. Luke’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105

August 10, 2025



Disciples and Ministers: All the People
Pastor: SAM Paul Brooks

NWOS Bishop: Daniel Beaudoin

ELCA Presiding Bishop: Elizabeth Eaton
Companion Church: Mwanawotta, Tanzania
Web Page: http://www.stlukesnb.org
eMail: StLukesNB@gmail.com

Church Phone: 419-257-3253

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole
life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message.

Assisting in Worship

Organist: Janet Goldner

Worship Leader: SAM Paul Brooks

Scripture Reader & Prayer Leader: Pam Van Mooy
Ushers: Pam & Rick Van Mooy

Videographer: Beth Williams

To the Glory of God

August Candles: anonymous
August Bulletins: anonymous
August Newsletters: anonymous

Gods Work Our Hands Service Project

The requested items for August for our “Thanksgiving Dinner in a Bag”
project are 2 small cans of chicken or turkey, 1 box of stuffing mix, and
1 packet of gravy mix. See the August newsletter for more details. Thank
you.

The North Baltimore Food Pantry
The requested donations for AUGUST are mac ‘n cheese and instant

potatoes. Please give joyously and generously so that no one goes without.
Thank you.



http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

Order of Worship

Sunday, August 10, 2025

God is glad you have joined us for worship today. At the symbol " assembly members may make the
sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.
*please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER REQUESTS
PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER

Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music. When you breathe in, pray,
“Loving God.” When you exhale, pray, “help me to love like Jesus.”

THE GREETING

Leader: the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. ALL: and also with you.

*GATHERING HYMN #608  SOFTLY AND TENDERLY, JESUS IS CALLING
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Leader: Inthe name of the Father, and of the "® Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL: Amen.

Leader: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Please take a moment for silent confession.
Leader: Merciful God,

ALL: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and
follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but
we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with
patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what
is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us,
break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.



Leader: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through
faith. In the cross of ™ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

ALL: Amen.

*KYRIE
Leader: In Peace let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord. ALL: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord,
have mercy.

Leader: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. ALL: Amen.
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader: Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day.

ALL: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light
of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we
may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING GENESIS 15:1-6

Reader: After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision,
“Do not be afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”
2But Abram said, “O Lord Gopb, what will you give me, for | continue
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” > And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to
be my heir.” 4 But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not
be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” >He
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars,
if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.” © And he believed the LoRD, and the LORD reckoned it to
him as righteousness.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.

PSALM READING (responsively) PSALM 33:12-22

Reader: Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! Happy the people
chosen to be God’s heritage!

ALL: The LorD looks down from heaven, and sees all humankind.

Reader: God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the
earth.

ALL: God fashions all their hearts and observes all their deeds.



Reader: A king is not saved by the size of the army, nor are warriors
rescued by their great strength.

ALL: The horse gives vain hope for victory; despite its great
strength it cannot save.

Reader: Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, upon those
who wait for your steadfast love,

ALL: to deliver their lives from death, and to keep them alive in
time of famine.

Reader: Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, our helper and our
shield.

ALL: Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we put
our trust.

Reader: Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, even as we place
our hope in you.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING HEBREWS 11:1-3, 8-16

Reader: Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. ?Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. ° By
faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so
that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

¢ By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that
he was to receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he
was going. ? By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised,
as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs
with him of the same promise. ° For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. ** By faith, with Sarah’s
involvement, he received power of procreation, even though he was too
old, because he considered him faithful who had promised. 2 Therefore
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from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born,
“as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand
by the seashore.”

13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from
a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were
strangers and foreigners on the earth, '“ for people who speak in this way
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. °If they had been
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had
opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is,
a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God;
indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Setting 3 #142
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*GOSPEL READING LUKE 12:32-40

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God'’s reign. Instead of facing
life with fear, those who know God'’s generosity are always ready to receive from God and to
give to others.

Leader: There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the
Gospel of Luke chapter 12. ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.

Leader: Jesus said: 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. =3 Sell your possessions and give
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alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.
34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; ¢ be like those who are
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they
may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 7 Blessed
are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly | tell
you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come
and serve them. 32 If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. “° You
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.”

Leader: The gospel of the Lord. ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.
THE MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY #764 HAVE NO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

ALL: | believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION

Prayer Leader: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice
of the whole church and pray for the needs of the world.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer Leader: God of Grace, ALL: hear our prayer.

We pray for Lisa, Bertha, Eloise, Rose Marie, Mike, Nancy, John, Becky,
JoLynn, Emily, Carl, Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, Shirley, Larry,
Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Barb, Dennis, Anita, Amy, Nickie, Jo, Eli, Riley, Mr.
Doherty, Ron, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard,
Laura, Michael, Cindy, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, David, LuAnn, Colene,
Eva, Eric, Lisa, Don, Ashley, Mary, Pat, Gordon, Ellery, Ari, and Josh.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

Please share God’s peace with those worshiping around you.

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS

Leader: As we present our tithes and offerings today, let us open our eyes,
ears and hearts to the mission of God’s church in this community and
worldwide. May we be empowered with the knowledge that our giving is
an act of trust in God’s unfailing promises.

OFFERTORY
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186 CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Leader: Let us pray.

ALL: Holy God, we remember with gratitude the many ways you
touch and bless our lives, to make us more holy and more loving. We
offer these gifts and our whole lives, in thankfulness for all you have
done, are doing, and will do in our lives. We pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you. ALL: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts. ALL: We lift them to the Lord.

Leader: Let us given thanks to the Lord our God. ALL: it is right to give
our thanks and praise.

Leader: And so, with all creatures and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and sing;:

*HoLy, HoLy, HoLy SETTING 3 HYMNAL PAGE 144
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Leader: Inthe nightin which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

To you, O God, Father, " Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever. In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the
prayer Jesus taught us saying,

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT UsS

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Leader: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

DISTRIBUTION
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Leader: Please join with me in prayer.

ALL: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim
your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313 O LORD NOW LET YOUR SERVANT
(VERSE 1)
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*SENDING HYMN #671 SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
*DISMISSAL

Leader: Go in peace. Love and serve the Lord. ALL: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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ToDAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS

Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, and back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2025
Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497. All rights reserved.

“Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” TexT: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 Music: Will L. Thompson

“Have No Fear, Little Flock” TexT: Luke 12:32, st. 1: Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931. Sts. 2-4 Music: Heinz Werner, Zimmermann, b. 1930

Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House

“Create in Me a Clean Heart” PUBLIC DOMAIN

“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” TexT: Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis ~ Music: Finnish folk tune; arr.

hymnal version TExT © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress (#313)

“Shine, Jesus, Shine” TExT: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 Music: Graham Kendrick TEXT AND Music © Make Way Music, admin. Music
Services in the Western Hemisphere

All scripture readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

A Reminder that the church office will be closed on Friday, AUGUST 15.

A great big “Bear Hug” HAN K to Beth, Barb,
Tracey, Janet, Paul, Tlffany, Tom, Dana, Carol,
Jack, Lorraine, Sue, ; Jocelyn, Mike, Kelcie, Lauren,
Stephanie, = Mackenzie, MacKayla, Erica, Terrance,
Karlie, Aubrey, and Crystal, who stepped up and
showed up to help make our “True North” Vacation
Bible School a journey we’ll remember We had 34 children throughout the
week. Thanks be to God.
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I O}ﬂ,m% Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by
5(?}, N1/ notifying the church office of any changes,
d\’y\/}\/\\// additions or deletions.
———
WE GIVE THANKS: for teachers, administrators, principals, bus drivers, and
all those preparing for the beginning of schools. Thanks be to God!

MEMBERS: Karen Krauss, Lisa Claybaugh, Bertha Carter, Eloise Matthes,
Rose Marie Hosley, Mike Wheeler, Nancy Wymer, John Stewart, JoLynn
Stewart, Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, Jim Wymer, Rick Van Mooy, Kolton
Williams, Ron Bean, Cheryl & John Kruse, Shirley Heilman, Larry
Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Barb Williams.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Dennis Bauer, Anita Roberts, Amy Stewart,
Nickie Whitman, Jo Mineo, Eli Swartz, Riley Guy, Mr. Doherty, Ron
Stewart, Chase, Cheryl, A.]., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley,
Richard Roberts, Michael Sullivan, Cindy.

MILITARY: for all those who are in training and who are serving in the

military & their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving
families and friends of those who died while serving.

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS: all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all
our bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central
Conference congregations.

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

THE WORLD: for peace in our country and around the world. For the end
of violence against one another. For world leaders to seek guidance from you.

Please keep praying'




A Kingdom for the Little Flock

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom.” Jesus promises the kingdom to us, his little flock,
straining our minds with this uninhibited generosity. Even to us, so little
and undeserving? Even to us, in the face of so many things to be afraid
of? Suddenly everything we hold o

dear in this world is repriced,
and the true value of things
becomes plainly clear. We are
being given the kingdom! So why S ;
not sell our possessions and f”~¢,‘,»

give to those in need? We are ‘ S 4;|'HERE ‘YOU‘R\ L
being given the kingdom! So why ., H!ART ;

not wait on expectant tiptoes for

the master? When he comes, he T N v

will wait on us! The Father’s free '% W % ol o0 - [
generosity calls forth in us a ™ - S o
generosity we have never before known. Fear is now met with anticipation,
and tightfistedness with open hands. We are being given the kingdom, so
now we know what true treasure looks like. And yet, like our fathers and
mothers in faith that the Hebrews reading speaks of, we too “desire a
better country, that is, a heavenly one.” But in Christ our heavenly country
has already arrived. In him, God has freely given us the kingdom.

/

419-257-3253 StLukesNB@gmail.com
Church Office Hours M-F_9-1
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