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Welcome to Worship  

 
   St. Luke’s Evangelical 
        Lutheran Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105 

August 17, 2025 
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Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Pastor: SAM Paul Brooks  

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Elizabeth Eaton  

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Phone: 419-257-3253 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner  
Worship Leader:   SAM Paul Brooks 
Scripture Reader & Prayer Leader:  Tiffany Mika   
Ushers:  Jill Guy, Zach Stewart 
Videographer:  Beth Williams 

To the Glory of God
August Candles:  anonymous 

August Bulletins:  anonymous 

August Newsletters:  anonymous  

Gods Work Our Hands Service Project 
The requested items for August for our “Thanksgiving Dinner in a Bag” 

project are 2 small cans of chicken or turkey, 1 box of stuffing mix, and 

1 packet of gravy mix. See the August newsletter for more details.  Thank 

you. 

The North Baltimore Food Pantry 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole 

life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as 
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the 
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

The requested donations for AUGUST are mac ‘n cheese and instant 

potatoes.  Please give joyously and generously so that no one goes 

without.  Thank you. 

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com
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Order of Worship 
 Sunday, August 17, 2025 

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol  assembly members may make the 

sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  

 *please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.  
 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER REQUESTS 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, 

“Loving God.”  When you exhale, pray, “help me to love like Jesus.” 

THE GREETING 

Leader:  the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  ALL:  and also with you. 

*GATHERING HYMN #853    WHEN MORNING GUILDS THE SKIES 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 

Leader:  Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Please take a moment for silent confession. 

Leader:  Merciful God, 

ALL:  you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and 

follow our own way.  You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but 

we turn away from the abundant life you offer.  You surround us with 

patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what 

is right.  In your mercy, forgive us.  Do not give up on us.  Heal us, 

break our bonds, and show us the path of life.  Amen. 
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Leader:  You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through 

faith.  In the cross of  Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.   

ALL:  Amen. 

*KYRIE  

Leader:  In Peace let us pray to the Lord.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord.   ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  ALL:  Lord, 

have mercy. 

Leader:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  ALL: Amen.   

* CANTICLE OF PRAISE   GLORY TO GOD  
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leader:  Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day.  

ALL:  O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and 

you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our 

stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your 

servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our 

faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

FIRST READING   JEREMIAH 23:23-29 

Reader:   Am I a God nearby, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 24 Who 

can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I 

not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. 25 I have heard what the prophets 

have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed! I have 

dreamed!” 26 How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—

those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 
27 They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they 

tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28 Let the 

prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word 

speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the 

LORD. 29 Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that 

breaks a rock in pieces?  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM READING                    (responsively) PSALM 82 

Reader:  God stands to charge the divine council assembled, giving 

judgment in the midst of the gods: 

ALL:  “How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the 

wicked? 

Reader:  Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and needy; 
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ALL:  rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of 

the wicked. 

Reader:  They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander 

about in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

ALL:  Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, and all of you children of the 

Most High; 

Reader:  nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any 

prince.’ ” 

ALL:  Arise, O God, and rule the earth, for you shall take all nations 

for your own.  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING   HEBREWS 11:29-12:2 

Reader:  By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry 

land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30 By 

faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 
31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 

disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 

32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 

Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who 

through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained 

promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped 

the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty 

in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their dead by 

resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to 

obtain a better resurrection. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging and 

even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death; they were 

sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of 

sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented 38 of whom the world 
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was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves 

and holes in the ground. 

39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not 

receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better 

so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let 

us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, 

the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 

seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Setting 3 #142 

 

 

  

   

    

 

 

*GOSPEL READING    LUKE 12:49-56 
Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to 
God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even 
from those they love. 

Leader:  There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the 

Gospel of Luke chapter 12.  ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Leader: Jesus said:  49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I 

wish it were already ablaze! 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, 

and what constraint I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think that I 

have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 
52 From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two 

and two against three; 53 they will be divided: father against son and son 

against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, 

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 

mother-in-law.” 

54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 

you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens. 55 And when 

you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ 

and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 

appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret 

the present time?”  

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord.  ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE MESSAGE   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY #731    EARTH AND ALL STARS 
 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

ALL:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.  Amen 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION 

Prayer Leader: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole 

people of God, for God is near.  

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  Hear us, O God, ALL:  your mercy is great. 

We pray for Lisa, Bertha, Eloise, Rose Marie, Mike, Nancy, John, Becky, 

JoLynn,  Emily, Carl, Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, Shirley, Larry, 

Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Barb, Dennis, Anita, Amy, Nickie, Jo, Eli, Riley, Mr. 

Doherty, Ron, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard, 

Laura, Michael, Cindy, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, David, LuAnn, Colene, 

Eva, Eric, Lisa, Don, Ashley, Mary, Pat, Gordon, Ellery, Ari, and Josh. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 ALL:  And also with you. 

Please share God’s peace with those worshiping around you. 

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS   

Leader:  As we present our tithes and offerings to God, let us remember 

the sacrifice that Jesus made for us, and let us honor that sacrifice by 

giving generously with our whole heart.       

OFFERTORY 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186  CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Leader: Let us pray.  
ALL:  Holy God, we remember with gratitude the many ways you 

touch and bless our lives, to make us more holy and more loving.  We 

offer these gifts and our whole lives, in thankfulness for all you have 

done, are doing, and will do in our lives.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    

Leader:  The Lord be with you.  ALL:  And also with you. 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts.  ALL:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader:  Let us given thanks to the Lord our God.  ALL:  it is right to give 

our thanks and praise. 

Leader:  And so, with all creatures and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and sing: 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  SETTING 3 HYMNAL PAGE 144 
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Leader:   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes. 

To you, O God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 

holy church, now and forever.  In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the 

prayer Jesus taught us saying, 

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT US 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

*THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Leader:  The kingdom of God is set before you.  Eat and rejoice. 

DISTRIBUTION 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Leader:  Please join with me in prayer. 

ALL:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 

you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 

your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen 

life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313  O LORD NOW LET YOUR SERVANT 
(VERSE 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*BLESSING 

Leader:  The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ 

fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit  bless you and give you peace. 

*The Amen 
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*SENDING HYMN #597                    MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 

*DISMISSAL 

Leader:  Go in peace. Love and serve the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, and back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2025 

Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All rights reserved. 
 

“When Morning Guilds the Skies”  TEXT:  German Hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.     MUSIC: Joseph Barnby, 1838-
1896    
“Earth and All Stars”  TEXT:  Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926         MUSIC:  David N. Johnson, 1922-1987  Text and music © 1968 Augsburg 
Publishing House 
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”   PUBLIC DOMAIN 
“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”  TEXT:  Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis     MUSIC:  Finnish folk tune; arr. 
hymnal version  TEXT © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress    (#313)    
“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”  Text:  Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.      Music:  John B. Dykes, 1823-1876   
All scripture readings:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

 

 

Upcoming Calendar information 
August 20 – first day of school for North Baltimore 

August 25 – deadline for submitting information for the September 

newsletter 

September 1 – Labor Day – office closed 

September 6 – Central Conference Women’s Gathering 

September 6-13 – Dana on vacation 

September 7 – God’s Work, Our Hands/Rally Day 

 

God is nowhere.  Darn auto correct!!  
God is NOW HERE. 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by 
notifying the church office of any changes, 
additions or deletions. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS:  for your love and patience, Lord, as we travel this 
adventure called life.  Thanks be to God! 

MEMBERS:  Karen Krauss, Lisa Claybaugh, Bertha Carter, Eloise Matthes, 
Rose Marie Hosley, Mike Wheeler, Nancy Wymer, John Stewart, JoLynn 
Stewart, Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, Jim Wymer, Rick Van Mooy, Kolton 
Williams, Ron Bean, Cheryl & John Kruse, Shirley Heilman, Larry 
Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Barb Williams. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:  Dennis Bauer, Anita Roberts, Amy Stewart, 
Nickie Whitman, Jo Mineo, Eli Swartz, Riley Guy, Mr. Doherty, Ron 
Stewart, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley, 
Richard Roberts, Michael Sullivan, Cindy.  

MILITARY:  for all those who are in training and who are serving in the 
military & their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving 
families and friends of those who died while serving. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all 
our bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS 
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central 
Conference congregations. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma 
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another.  For world leaders to seek guidance from you. 
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The Reality of Division 
 

Throughout the Gospel of Luke, Jesus calls on his hearers to turn their 

hearts away from greed and instead to generosity, to turn away from 

anxious self-preservation and instead to faithful self-giving. But such 

practice rubs against humanity’s deepest-seated sin, so conflict is born 

out of Jesus’ peace-filled activity. Jesus’ words and actions had already 

pitted him against the religious leaders and will lead him to the cross. Now, 

in today’s gospel, Jesus speaks to the reality of that 

division. 

His words unsettle us, yet they are spoken for a 

reason. In the reading from Jeremiah, God challenges 

the prophets who dole out lies and deceit and asks, 

how long until they turn their hearts back to me? This 

is a question of compassion and yearning for a 

restored relationship. Likewise, although Jesus’ words are incendiary and 

speak of broken relationships, they are meant to prompt the people’s 

faithful response: to lay aside anxiety and greed and to turn their hearts to 

the treasures of God’s promised kingdom, where Christ takes division 

upon himself on the cross. 

While fully aware of the realities of conflict and division, we are to live as 

hopeful people, praying fervently for God’s compassion and for the 

restoration of right relationships. 

 

 

 

 

419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 

mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

