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St. Luke’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church |

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105

August 3, 2025



Disciples and Ministers: All the People
Pastor: SAM Paul Brooks

NWOS Bishop: Daniel Beaudoin

ELCA Presiding Bishop: Elizabeth Eaton
Companion Church: Mwanawotta, Tanzania
Web Page: http://www.stlukesnb.org
eMail: StLukesNB@gmail.com

Church Phone: 419-257-3253

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole
life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message.

Assisting in Worship

Organist: Janet Goldner

Worship Leader: SAM Paul Brooks

Scripture Reader & Prayer Leader: Karen Krauss
Ushers: Guy McCartney, Jace McCartney
Videographer: Beth Williams

To the Glory of God

August Candles: available for signup
August Bulletins: available for signup
August Newsletters: available for signup

The flowers are given by Karen & Lynn Krauss in loving memory of Mary
Krauss’s birthday on August 1.

Gods Work Our Hands Service Project

The requested items for August for our “Thanksgiving Dinner in a Bag”
project are 2 small cans of chicken or turkey, 1 box of stuffing mix, and
1 packet of gravy mix. See the August newsletter for more details.
Thank you.
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Order of Worship

Sunday, August 3, 2025

God is glad you have joined us for worship today. At the symbol " assembly members may make the
sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.
*please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER REQUESTS
PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER

Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music. When you breathe in, pray,
“Loving God.” When you exhale, pray, “help me to love like Jesus.”

THE GREETING

Leader: the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. ALL: and also with you.

*GATHERING HYMN #522 AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Leader: Inthe name of the Father, and of the "® Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL: Amen.

Leader: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Please take a moment for silent confession.
Leader: Merciful God,

ALL: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and
follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but
we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with
patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what
is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us,
break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.



Leader: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through
faith. In the cross of ™ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

ALL: Amen.

*KYRIE
Leader: In Peace let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord. ALL: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord,
have mercy.

Leader: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. ALL: Amen.
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader: Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day.

ALL: Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal
of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is
offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING ECCLESIASTES 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Reader: Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

121, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. | applied my mind to
seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an
unhappy business that God has given to humans to be busy with. | saw
all the deeds that are done under the sun, and see, all is vanity and a
chasing after wind.

218 hated all my toil in which | had toiled under the sun, seeing that | must
leave it to my successor, °and who knows whether he will be wise or
foolish? Yet he will be master of all for which | toiled and used my wisdom
under the sun. This also is vanity. 2°So | turned and gave my heart up to
despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 2' because
sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must
leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity
and a great evil. 22 What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with
which they toil under the sun? 22 For all their days are full of pain, and their
work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.

PSALM READING (responsively) PSALM 49:1-12

Reader: Hear this, all you peoples; give ear, all you who dwell in the
world,

ALL: you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.
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Reader: My mouth shall speak of wisdom, and my heart shall meditate
on understanding.

ALL: | will incline my ear to a proverb and set forth my riddle up on
the harp.

Reader: Why should | be afraid in evil days, when the wickedness of
those at my heels surrounds me,

ALL: the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own
prowess, and boast of their great riches?

Reader: One can never redeem another, or give to God the ransom for
another’s life;

ALL: for the ransom of a life is so great that there would never be
enough to pay it,

Reader: in order to live forever and ever and never see the grave.

ALL: For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they
perish and leave their wealth to those who come after them.

Reader: Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places
from generation to generation, though they had named lands after
themselves.

ALL: Even though honored, they cannot live forever; they are like the
beasts that perish.

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING COLOSSIANS 3:1-11

Reader: So, if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are

above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds

on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, °for you

have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ who is

your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality,
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impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). ¢ On account of
these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. ' These
are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. & But
now you must get rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
abusive language from your mouth. ° Do not lie to one another, seeing that
you have stripped off the old self with its practices °and have clothed
yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge
according to the image of its creator. ** In that renewal there is no longer
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in all!

Reader: Word of God, word of life. ALL: Thanks be to God.

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Setting 3 #142
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* GOSPEL READING LUKE 12:13-21

In God'’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying
the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.

Leader: There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the
Gospel of Luke chapter 12. ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.

Leader: Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.” *# But he said to him, “Friend, who
set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” > And he said to them, “Take
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care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable:
“The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself,
‘What should | do, for | have no place to store my crops?’ ¢ Then he said,
‘I will do this: | will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there |
will store all my grain and my goods. ° And | will say to my soul, Soul, you
have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 2° But
God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of
you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with
those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

Leader: The gospel of the Lord. ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.
THE MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY #685 TAKE MY LIFE, THAT | MAY BE

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

ALL: | believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION

Prayer Leader: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice

of the whole church and pray for the needs of the world.
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* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer Leader: God of Grace, ALL: hear our prayer.

We pray for Karen, Lisa, Bertha, Eloise, Rose Marie, Mike, Nancy, John,
Becky, JoLynn, Emily, Carl, Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, Shirley,
Larry, Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Barb, Anita, Amy, Nickie, Jo, Eli, Riley, Mr.
Doherty, Ron, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, Richard,
Laura, Michael, Cindy, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, David, LUAnn, Colene,
Eva, Eric, Lisa, Don, Ashley, Mary, Pat, Gordon, Ellery, Ari, and Josh.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
Please share God’s peace with those worshiping around you.

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS

Leader: We come, we sing, we listen, we pray. Let us now give of ourselves
through our tithes and offerings to serve the ministry and mission of this
congregation, this community, and all of God’s world.

OFFERTORY
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186 CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART

*OFFERING PRAYER
Leader: Let us pray.

ALL: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and
the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts
of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you. ALL: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts. ALL: We lift them to the Lord.

Leader: Let us given thanks to the Lord our God. ALL: it is right to give
our thanks and praise.

Leader: And so, with all creatures and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and sing:

*HoLy, HoLy, HoLY SETTING 3 HYMNAL PAGE 144
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Leader: Inthe nightin which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
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for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

To you, O God, Father, " Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever. In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the
prayer Jesus taught us saying,

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT Us

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Leader: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.
DISTRIBUTION

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Leader: Please join with me in prayer.

ALL: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim
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your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313 O LORD NOW LET YOUR SERVANT
(VERSE 1)
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*BLESSING

Leader: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ
fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit " bless you and give you peace.

l e, ~
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v A-men. A -men A % & “ men.
*SENDING HYMN #542 O LIVING BREAD FROM HEAVEN

*DISMISSAL
Leader: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. ALL: Thanks be to God.
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TobAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS

Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, and back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2025
Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497. All rights reserved.

“As We Gather at Your Table” Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944  Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contraadansen,
1710; arr: Julius Rontgen, 1885-1932

“Take My Life, That | May Be” TexT: Frances R. Havergal, 1736-1879, alt. Music: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

“Create in Me a Clean Heart” PuUBLIC DOMAIN

“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” TexT: Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis ~ Music: Finnish folk tune; arr.
hymnal version TexT © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress (#313)

“O Living Bread from Heaven” TexT: Johann Rist, 1607-1667; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt, Music: Samuel S. Wesley,
1810-1876:

All scripture readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The North Baltimore Food Pantry

The requested donations for AUGUST are mac ‘n cheese and instant
potatoes. Please give joyously and generously so that no one goes
without. Thank you.

Who Are You Listening To?

All women of the church (and men) are invited to come on Saturday,
September 6, at 9:00 a.m. for food, fellowship, fun and more. Bishop
Daniel Beaudoin will present a program on the Art of Listening. Hymns will
be sung and prayers will be offered. Cost is $7.00 for lunch and snacks.
An in-kind offering of toiletries, cleaning supplies and laundry supplies will
be received. See the August newsletter or the flyers on the Information
Table for more details. Sign-up NOW on the sheet on the bulletin board in
the main hallway or call the church office and leave a message.




I O}ﬂ,m% Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by
5(?}, N1/ notifying the church office of any changes,
d\’y\/\\/\/\/ additions or deletions.
e
WE GIVE THANKS: for all those who graciously contribute to our local food
pantry. Thanks be to God!

MEMBERS: Karen Krauss, Lisa Claybaugh, Bertha Carter, Eloise Matthes,
Rose Marie Hosley, Mike Wheeler, Nancy Wymer, John Stewart, JoLynn
Stewart, Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, Jim Wymer, Rick Van Mooy, Kolton
Williams, Ron Bean, Cheryl & John Kruse, Shirley Heilman, Larry
Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Barb Williams.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Anita Roberts, Amy Stewart, Nickie Whitman,
Jo Mineo, Eli Swartz, Riley Guy, Mr. Doherty, Ron Stewart, Chase, Cheryl,
A.J., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, Brent Bradley, Richard Roberts,
Michael Sullivan, Cindy.

MILITARY: for all those who are in training and who are serving in the

military & their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving
families and friends of those who died while serving.

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS: all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, all
our bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central
Conference congregations.

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

THE WORLD: for peace in our country and around the world. For the end
of violence against one another. For world leaders to seek guidance from you.

Please keep praying'




Pying to be Rich

“All is vanity and a chasing after wind,” says Ecclesiastes, yet we chase
wealth like it will last forever, forgetting that we ourselves will one day die
and that everything we have stored up here will be
useless to us. Into the tragedy of our human drive
to be rich in possessions, even at the cost of being
poor in everything else, Jesus tells the parable of
{ the rich fool. It is first told to brothers squabbling
N over an inheritance, and now it is told to us, some
of us squabbling with our relatives or neighbors
‘ over wealth and possessions. The rich fool, despite

= his great wealth, is poor in every other way, eating
alone, and even dying alone. In Jesus’ depiction of this fool our own sinful
hearts are exposed. We too vainly chase after even more, sacrificing right
relationship with God and neighbor in the process. Death comes to the
rich fool when he least expects it, as it must come to all of us. How, then,
are we to be “rich toward God”? Paul reminds the Colossian Christians of
their own unexpected deaths in the waters of baptism: “you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God.” In baptism we are joined to Christ’s
death, and we are to be dead to all foolish chasing after more possessions.
We have died, not alone, but with Christ. Our lives now are hidden with
Christ in God, and in Christ we share a fortune of true riches that also are
good for our neighbors. Death will come, but our treasure is already
secure. By faith we have acquired abounding riches above, and by faith
we are freed from storing up treasures for ourselves here on earth.

419-257-3253 StLukesNB@gmail.com
Church Office Hours M-F_9-1
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