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Welcome to Worship  

 
   St. Luke’s Evangelical 
        Lutheran Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

215 North Second Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-1105 

August 31, 2025 
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Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Pastor: SAM Paul Brooks  

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Elizabeth Eaton  

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Phone: 419-257-3253 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner  
Worship Leader:   SAM Paul Brooks 
Scripture Reader & Prayer Leader:  Rick Van Mooy   
Ushers:  Bryant Matthes, Matt Matthes 
Videographer:  Beth Williams 

To the Glory of God
September:  available for signup 

September Bulletins:  available for signup 

September Newsletters:  Carol Williams  

Gods Work Our Hands Service Project 
We can still use some of the items for our “Thanksgiving Dinner in a Bag” 

project. The items are small cans of chicken or turkey, box of stuffing 

mix, packet of gravy mix, envelope of instant mashed potatoes, and 

canned corn or green beans. Thank you. 

 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your whole 

life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before God as 
equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please contact the 
church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com


3 
 

Order of Worship 
 Sunday, August 31, 2025 

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol  assembly members may make the 

sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  

 *please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.  
 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER REQUESTS 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, 

“Loving God.”  When you exhale, pray, “help me to love like Jesus.” 

THE GREETING 

Leader:  the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  ALL:  and also with you. 

*GATHERING HYMN #641    ALL ARE WELCOME 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 

Leader:  Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Please take a moment for silent confession. 

Leader:  Merciful God, 

ALL:  you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and 

follow our own way.  You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but 

we turn away from the abundant life you offer.  You surround us with 

patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what 

is right.  In your mercy, forgive us.  Do not give up on us.  Heal us, 

break our bonds, and show us the path of life.  Amen. 
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Leader:  You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through 

faith.  In the cross of  Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.   

ALL:  Amen. 

*KYRIE  

Leader:  In Peace let us pray to the Lord.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord.   ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  ALL:  Lord, 

have mercy. 

Leader:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  ALL: Amen.   

* CANTICLE OF PRAISE   GLORY TO GOD  
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leader:  Let us join our hearts and voices together in the Prayer of the Day.  

ALL:  O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those 

who are humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may 

embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

FIRST READING   PROVERBS 25:6-7a 

Reader:  Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the 

place of the great, 7a for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be 

put lower in the presence of a noble.  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM READING                    (responsively) PSALM 112 

Reader:  Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great 

delight in God’s commandments! 

ALL:  Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation 

of the upright will be blessed. 

Reader:  Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness 

will last forever. 

ALL:  Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are 

merciful and full of compassion. 

Reader:  It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage 

their affairs with justice. 

ALL:  For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in 

everlasting remembrance. 

Reader:  They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is 

steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
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ALL:  Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see 

their desire upon their enemies. 

Reader:  They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness 

stands fast forever; they will hold up their head with honor. 

ALL:  The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth 

and pine away; the desires of the wicked will perish. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING   HEBREWS 13:1-8, 15-16 

Reader:  Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality 

to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 

knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in 

prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 

were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the 

marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral 

and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be 

content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you 

or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I 

will not be afraid.  What can anyone do to me?” 

7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 

consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 15 Through him, then, 

let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 

that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 

have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Setting 3 #142 

 

 

  

   

    

 

 

*GOSPEL READING    LUKE 14:1, 7-14 
Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to teach his 
hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to 
imitate God’s gracious hospitality to those in need.  

Leader:  There is good news for us this day and it comes to us from the 

Gospel of Luke chapter 14.  ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Leader:  On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader 

of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him 

closely. 

7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them 

a parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do 

not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished 

than you has been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of 

you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in 

disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are 

invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, 

he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in 

the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 

exalted.” 
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12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon 

or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your 

relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you 

would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they 

cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 

righteous.”   

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord.  ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE MESSAGE   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY #838   BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 
 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

ALL:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.  Amen 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION 

Prayer Leader: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole 

people of God, for God is near. 
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*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  Hear us, O God.  ALL:  Your mercy is great. 

We pray for Karen, Lisa, Bertha, Eloise, Rose Marie, Mike, Nancy, John, 

Becky, JoLynn,  Emily, Carl, Jim, Rick, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, John, Shirley, 

Larry, Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Barb, Karen, Riley, Dennis, Anita, Amy, 

Nickie, Jo, Eli, Mr. Doherty, Ron, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery, Caroline, 

Ethan, Brent, Richard, Laura, Michael, Cindy, John, Gary, Paul, Sue, Betty, 

David, LuAnn, Colene, Eva, Eric, Lisa, Don, Ashley, Mary, Pat, Gordon, 

Ellery, Ari, and Josh. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 ALL:  And also with you. 

Please share God’s peace with those worshiping around you. 

INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS   

Leader:   As we present our tithes and offerings today, and we remember 

those less fortunate and those recovering from devastating storms, floods, 

and fires, let us give with gratitude for all we have received and remember 

that everything we have comes from God.    

OFFERTORY 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #186  CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Leader: Let us pray.  
ALL:  God our shepherd, you abide with us and provide for all our 

needs.  In gratitude for your care, we bring our gifts before you.  Use 

them for your work in this community and throughout your world.  We 

pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 



11 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    

Leader:  The Lord be with you.  ALL:  And also with you. 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts.  ALL:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader:  Let us given thanks to the Lord our God.  ALL:  it is right to give 

our thanks and praise. 

Leader:  And so, with all creatures and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and sing: 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  SETTING 3 HYMNAL PAGE 144 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Leader:   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
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for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes. 

To you, O God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 

holy church, now and forever.  In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the 

prayer Jesus taught us saying, 

*THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT US 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

*THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Leader:  Come to the Lord’s table and taste the goodness of the Lord. 

DISTRIBUTION 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Leader:  Please join with me in prayer. 

ALL:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 

you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 
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your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen 

life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #313  O LORD NOW LET YOUR SERVANT 
(VERSE 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*BLESSING 

Leader:  The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ 

fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit  bless you and give you peace. 

*The Amen 

 

*SENDING HYMN #836    JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE 

*DISMISSAL 

Leader:  Go in peace. Love and serve the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical music text, Prayers of the People, and back-page devotions are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2025 

Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All rights reserved. 
 

“All Are Welcome”   TEXT:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950         MUSIC:  Marty Haugen  Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc. 
“Beautiful Savior”   TEXT:  Gesangbuch Munster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904    MUSIC:  Silesian folk tune, 19th cent. 
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”   PUBLIC DOMAIN 
“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”  TEXT:  Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis     MUSIC:  Finnish folk tune; arr. 
hymnal version  TEXT © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress    (#313)    
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”   PUBLIC DOMAIN     

All scripture readings:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

 

Last Call 
Make your reservation for the Lutheran Women’s Gathering on Saturday 

September 6, 9am-1pm.  Bishop Beaudoin will be the guest speaker. Call 419-

257-3253 and leave a message.  Don’t forget your in-kind donations of 

toiletries and cleaning and laundry supplies. 
 

 

next Sunday, September 7, for worship @ 10:15 

followed by a picnic style meal of burgers, bracts, 

hotdogs and surprising sides.  We will also be 

assembling the GOD’S WORK – OUR HANDS Thanksgiving 

Bags for the food pantry.  All are welcome. 

 

 

A Reminder – the church office will be closed on Monday, September 1, 

for Labor Day.  The Office will be closed September 8-12 while Dana is on 

vacation. 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by 
notifying the church office of any changes, 
additions or deletions. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS:  for the freedom to pray and worship God.  Thanks be 
to God! 

MEMBERS:  Karen Krauss, Lisa Claybaugh, Bertha Carter, Eloise Matthes, 
Rose Marie Hosley, Mike Wheeler, Nancy Wymer, John Stewart, JoLynn 
Stewart, Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, Jim Wymer, Rick Van Mooy, Kolton 
Williams, Ron Bean, Cheryl & John Kruse, Shirley Heilman, Larry 
Slaughterbeck, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Barb Williams. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:  Riley Guy, Karen Lindquist, Dennis Bauer, 
Anita Roberts, Amy Stewart, Nickie Whitman, Jo Mineo, Eli Swartz, Mr. 
Doherty, Ron Stewart, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery Breece, Caroline, Ethan, 
Brent Bradley, Richard Roberts, Michael Sullivan, Cindy.  

MILITARY:  for all those who are in training and who are serving in the 
military & their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); grieving 
families and friends of those who died while serving. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, our 
presiding Bishop-elect Yehiel Curry, all our bishops, pastors, and leaders of 
the congregations of the NWOS (Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop 
Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 Central Conference congregations. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the Dodoma 
Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another.  For world leaders to seek guidance from you. 
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Radical Love Triumphs 
For most of human history wisdom was largely part of an oral tradition. 

From one generation to the next, wisdom was passed down. These days it 

sometimes seems that technology has replaced that tradition of shared 

wisdom. Rather than ask a trusted elder the temptation is to pull out a 

smartphone and do a quick Internet search. Next thing you know, there it 

is, wisdom at your fingertips—maybe. Could it be that something is lost in 

the process? We can find facts 

online, but virtues like humility, 

respect of elders, hospitality, 

servanthood, and peacemaking do 

not seem to translate as easily in the 

electronic age. In the gospel reading 

Jesus takes the time to pass on some 

ancient-yet-prudent wisdom from the 

proverbs of Solomon to a crowd of 

social climbers who obviously were 

not familiar with such prudence or 

wisdom. 

More significantly Jesus lifts up the mysteriously gracious and life-

transforming values of the kingdom of God. Jesus lifts up the humility 

required to take the lowest seat at the table, never hoping to be invited to 

a place of greater honor or status. Jesus invites his followers to practice 

the hospitality that offers a banquet of the finest of foods for people who 

cannot repay. Jesus invites his followers to embody the kind of radical-yet-

relational love of Jesus himself. This radical love is taught by both 

individuals and congregations. Communities of faith by their practices of 

generosity and compassion embody the love of Jesus in their 

communities. 

419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 

mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

