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Disciples and Ministers:  All the People 

Pastor: SAM Paul Brooks  

NWOS Bishop:  Daniel Beaudoin 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Yehiel Curry 

Companion Church:  Mwanawotta, Tanzania 

Web Page:  http://www.stlukesnb.org  

                      eMail:  StLukesNB@gmail.com 

     Church Phone: 419-257-3253 

Assisting in Worship 
Organist:  Janet Goldner  

Worship Leader: Paul Brooks 

Assistant Worship Leader:  Jack Sterling 

Scripture Reader & Prayer Leader:  Janet Goldner     

Ushers: Bryant Matthes, Matt Matthes 

Videographer: Beth Williams   

To the Glory of God  
July Altar Candles, Bulletins, & Newsletters:  Carol Williams  

The July requests are shampoo, body wash, deodorant, & toothpaste. 

The July request is breakfast bars. 

 

 

 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here your 

whole life, WELCOME to the place where we stand together before 

God as equals. If you are new here and seeking a church home, please 
contact the church office at 419-257-3253 and leave a message. 
 

Give Thanks!

http://www.stlukesnb.org/
mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com
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Order of Worship 
 Sunday, July 12, 2026 

God is glad you have joined us for worship today.  At the symbol   assembly members may 

make the sign of the cross, the sign marked upon us at baptism.  

 *please stand, sit, or kneel as you feel comfortable.  
 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PRAYER REQUESTS 

PRELUDE WITH SILENT MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Use your breath as a form of prayer as you listen to the music.  When you breathe in, pray, 

“Loving God.”  When you exhale, pray, “help me to listen.” 

THE GREETING 

Leader:  the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  ALL:  and also with you. 

*GATHERING HYMN #449   WE KNOW THAT CHRIST IS RAISED 
(BULLETIN PAGE 12) 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion 

endures forever.  ALL:  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Leader:  Compassionate God, 

ALL:  we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we 

cannot free ourselves.  In your mercy, call us back to you.  Your yoke 

is easy and your burden is light.  Restore us to dwell in your peace.  

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

 

 



4 
 

* CONFESSIONAL HYMN #779        AMAZING GRACE, HOW SWEET THE SOUND 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 

 that saved a wretch like me! 

 I once was lost, but now am found; 

 was blind, but now I see. 

*CONFESSION RESPONSE 

Leader:  Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ 

Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.   

ALL:  Amen. 

*HYMN OF PRAISE  283                                                     O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL                                                     

O come, all ye faithful, 

 joyful and triumphant! 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

 come and behold him, 

 born the king of angels: 

O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 Christ the Lord! 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leader:  Please join me in prayer, Almighty God, 

ALL:  we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 

Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and 

grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

FIRST READING   LUKE 15:4-7 

Reader: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the 
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one that is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on 

his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together 

his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 

found my lost sheep.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 

who need no repentance.  

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM READING                       (responsively) PSALM 51:1-12  

Reader:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy, blot out my transgressions. 

ALL:  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 

my sin. 

Reader:  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

ALL:  Against you, you alone, have I sinned and done what is evil in 

your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and 

blameless when you pass judgment. 

Reader:  Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived 

me. 

ALL:  You desire truth in the inward being; therefore, teach me 

wisdom in my secret heart. 

Reader:  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I 

shall be whiter than snow. 

ALL:  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have 

crushed rejoice. 

 Reader:  Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

ALL:   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and 

right spirit within me.  Do not cast me away from your presence, 

and do not take your holy spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of 

your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
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*ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD   A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING! 

A hymn of glory let us sing! 

New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Christ, by a road before untrod, 

 ascends unto the throne of God. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

*NEW TESTAMENT READING  1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17 

Leader:  I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened 

me, because he considered me faithful and appointed me to his 

service, 13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and 

a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly 

in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith 

and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full 

acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of 

whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, so 

that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 

patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him for 

eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, 

be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  

Leader:  Word of God, word of life.  ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

THE MESSAGE   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY #456   BAPTIZED IN WATER 

(BULLETIN PAGE 13) 
 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

ALL:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
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On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting.  Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE INTRODUCTION 

Prayer Leader: Gathered by Christ, who heals the sick, renews the weary, 

and proclaims God's kingdom, let us pray for the Church, the world, and 

all those in need.  

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Leader:  Lord in your mercy.  ALL:  hear our prayer. 

We pray for Ned, Lorraine, Pat, Rut, Ruth, Steve, Lisa, Bertha, Eloise, 

Rose Marie, Mike, John, JoLynn, Emily, Carl, Jim, Kolton, Ron, Cheryl, 

Bob, Caroline, Marilyn, Barb, Charles, Dan, Heather, Granger, Owen, 

Mike, Diana, Sean, Judy, Christina, Mike, Riley, Dennis, Nickie, Eli, Mr. 

Doherty, Ron, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery, Caroline, Ethan, Brent, 

Michael, Cindy, John, Sue, Carol, David, Betty, LuAnn, Colene, Teri, Eric, 

Lisa, Kris, Don, Ashley, Brandt, Mary, Pat, Gordon, Vicki, Josh, Linda, and 

Ellery. 

Prayer leader:  Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  ALL: Amen. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 ALL:  And also with you. 

Please share God’s peace with those worshiping around you. 
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INVITATION FOR OFFERINGS   

Leader:  Jesus set the ultimate example of sacrificial love by giving life 

for our salvation. Let us give our tithes and offerings as a heartfelt 

response to his sacrifice and love. 

OFFERTORY 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #638   BLESSED ASSURANCE 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

 Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

 born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.   

This is my story, this is my song, 

 praising my Savior, all the day long: 

 this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Leader: Let us pray, Eternal God,  

ALL:  as we wait for the fulfillment of your reign, use these gifts and 

the gifts of our lives to bring justice to those who are oppressed, to 

set free those who are in prison, to lift up those who are bowed 

down, and to uphold those who are vulnerable. Amen. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    

Leader:  The Lord be with you.  ALL:  And also with you. 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts.  ALL:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord of God.  ALL:  It is right to give 

our thanks and praise. 

Leader:  And so, with all creatures and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and sing: 
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*HYMN #473   HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Holy, holy, holy, 

my heart, my heart adores you. 

My heart is glad to say the words: 

You are holy, God. 

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Leader:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes. 

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us 

saying,  

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 
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*THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Leader: Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast. 

DISTRIBUTION 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Leader:  Please join with me in prayer, Compassionate God, 

ALL:  through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 

the abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this 

holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us 

now and forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN AFTER COMMUNION #733   GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

 thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

 as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

 all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

 great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

*BLESSING  

Leader:  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  one God, bless, heal, and hold 

you today and always. 

 

*The Amen 

 

*SENDING HYMN #638   BLESSED ASSURANCE 

(BULLETIN PAGE 14) 
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*DISMISSAL 

Leader: Go in peace, love and serve the Lord. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

As we leave worship each week, we remember the poor around the world by 

placing loose offerings in the “hunger bowls” on the Information Table in the 

Narthex.  These gifts are then forwarded to the ELCA World Hunger Program. 

 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
Designated liturgical music, text, and back page devotion is  from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2026 

Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS18497.  All 

rights reserved.   

“We Know That Christ is Raised”  TEXT:  John B. Geyer, b. 1932  © John B. Geyer    Music:  Charles V. Stanford, 
1852-1924   
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”  TEXT:  John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5  MUSIC:  
W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, at.. 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”  Text:  attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; r. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-
4; tr. unknown, st. 2  MUSIC: attr. John Francis Wade 
“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!”  Text:  Bede, 673-735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship  © 1948 Lutheran Book of 
Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress   Music:  Geistliche Kirchenegesange, Koln, 1623 
“Baptized in Water”  Text:  Michael Saward, b. 1932 Jubilate Hymns, admin, Hope Publishing Company     Music:  
Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version  © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
“Holy, Holy, Holy”  TEXT:  Argentine traditional;  MUSIC:  Argentine traditional 
“Great is Thy Faithfulness”  TEXT:  Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960     MUSIC:  William M. Runyan, 1870-1957   TEXT 

& MUSIC © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company 
“Blessed Assurance”  TEXT:  Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1815     MUSIC: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908 
 

All scripture readings:  New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council 

of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

 

Gifts and Legacies 
St. John’s Lutheran Church Adult Vacation Bible School begins this 

evening at 6:00 p.m. at 203 West Second St. in McComb.  All are invited 

and welcome! 
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Please help to keep our Prayer List up-to-date by 
notifying the church office of any changes, additions 

or deletions. 
WE GIVE THANKS:   for the freedom to celebrate all sorts of occasions!  
Thanks be to God! 

MEMBERS:  Ron Bean, Ned Slaughterbeck, Lorraine Ferguson, Pat 
Wheeler, Rut Heilman, Lois Heilman, Ruth McKee, Steve Pritts, Lisa 
Claybaugh, Bertha Carter, Eloise Matthes, Rose Marie Hosley, Mike 
Wheeler, John Stewart, JoLynn Stewart, Emily Meyerson, Carl Lieser, Jim 
Wymer, Cheryl Kruse, Bob Kelley, Caroline Lieser, Marilyn Ziegler, Barb 
Williams. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:  Charles Edens, Dan Lammers, Dennis Bauer, 
Heather Wymer, Granger, Owen, Diana, Sean Mills, Judy Sowards, 
Christina Webb, Mike, Riley Guy, Nickie Whitman, Eli Swartz, Mr. 
Doherty, Ron Stewart, Chase, Cheryl, A.J., Mavery Breece, Caroline, 
Ethan, Brent Bradley, Michael Sullivan, Cindy.  

GRIEVING:  for Carl Lieser and family following the recent death of his 
sister, Anita Roberts. 

MILITARY:  for all those who are in training and who are serving in the 
military & their families; the chaplains (especially those in combat zones); 
grieving families and friends of those who died while serving. 

COMPANION CHURCH: Mwanawotta Lutheran Church, of the 
Dodoma Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

WIDER CHURCH PRAYERS:  all ministries of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America), our presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry, all our 
bishops, pastors, and leaders of the congregations of the NWOS 
(Northwestern Ohio Synod), Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, and our 15 
Central Conference congregations. 

THE WORLD:  for peace in our country and around the world.  For the end 
of violence against one another. 
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Life in Every Direction 
 

We can identify death in every direction. We see 

war, hunger, addiction, poverty, a dying planet, and 

broken hearts. This is not a new story. The children 

of Israel surely saw death in every direction, 

wandering in the desert and at least occasionally 

wondering about their next meal. Paul looks at his 

own life and, at first, sees nothing beyond spiritual 

death. He reminds us that death is not just physical, 

but also spiritual. Then, in the parable of the sower, three-fourths of the 

seeds die and three-fourths of the sections of the field are inhospitable to 

flourishing life. Sometimes, life isn’t even given a chance. We might look 

at the world and ourselves and only see the places that are inhospitable to 

God’s love. 

Today’s texts all go a step further, however, to articulate or reveal God 
bringing forth life where there is only death in every direction. Cypress and 
myrtle trees rise up in the place of thorns and briars (Isa. 55:13). “Christ 
Jesus has set [us] free from the law of sin and of death,” and the life-giving 
Spirit dwells in us (Rom. 8:2, 10). The parable of the sower elicits reflection, 
repentance, and, ultimately, new life from its readers and hearers in 
considering the sort of spiritual life they practice. Are we hospitable or 
inhospitable to God’s word? This parable is a vivid reminder of all God has 
overcome—rocks, scorching sun, thorns, and snatching—to bring life to 
the world. God brings forth life in places where people see only death. 

 

 

419-257-3253                             StLukesNB@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours   M-F   9-1 

mailto:StLukesNB@gmail.com

